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NEXT ISSUE 
Contributions, articles and photos for the February/March 
issue by no later than Friday 12th January 2018 please to 
the Village News mailbox dpvillagenews@outlook.com or 
by hand to Sally Wallis (10 Prospect Close) or Claire 
Darnley (Tamara, 3b Main Road). If you want to speak to 
either of us, please contact Sally on 720030 or Claire on 
720383. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Greenacre Hall 
For hall bookings please telephone 

Carol 01296 720741 
 
Following our AGM on Thursday 2 November, we are pleased 
to announce that Wendy Preston has been appointed as 
Chairman, taking over from Patricia Perry.  Richard Wemyss 
remains as Treasurer and Susan Piddock as Secretary. 
 

DRAYTON DIARY 
December 
2nd 5:30pm Fedoriw family lights switch on  
4th Neighbourhood Plan event, DPSSC, 7:30pm 
6th, 13th  
& 20th 

Advent Course – Exploring the Beatitudes  
– see page 13 

9th Senior’s Festive Lunch, 12:30pm 

14th 
Christmas Wreath Workshop, Greenacre Hall, 
10:30am 

16th VPA Children’s Christmas Party, DPSSC, 3-5:30pm 
16th  Bingo – DPSSC, 8pm 

17th 
Drayton Parslow Singers Christmas Concert, Holy 
Trinity, 6pm 

21st 
Children’s Christmas Workshop, Greenacre Hall, 
10am-midday 

January 
13th Trivia Night – Greenacre Hall, 7:30pm 
15th Parish Council - DPSSC, 7:30pm 
February  
26th Parish Council - DPSSC, 7:30pm 

COIN JAR COLLECTION 
Our April total was £499.60 the lowest collection ever 
which was rather worrying for the future BUT October 

was such a boost raising £646.43 giving us a yearly 
total of £1,277.43. 

 
It is a really hard task to fund the necessary running 
costs for the Church -  mowing & pruning, heating, 

lighting, insurance etc. which the coin collection goes 
toward, so your contributions are really appreciated, 

thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wishing all the villagers, and those involved in the 
Village News be it distributing, printing, advertising or 

contributing, a Merry Christmas and  
Happy and Healthy 2017. 

 
Sally and Claire  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAYTON PARSLOW BAPTIST CHAPEL 

 

We were delighted to see so many people in the 
congregation at our Harvest Festival Service on September 
24th which was taken by Sue Sparling, and pleased the buffed 
afterwards was well attended. Thank you to everyone whom 
contributed to the chapel display, the delicious food for the 
buffet and the donations to Milton Keynes Food Bank. A very 
successful day. A total of £448.36 was raised for chapel 
funds. 

Services for December 2017 and January 2018 

Dec 3rd 11am Songs of Praise by the congregation 

Dec 10th 6pm Carol service   Liz Carter-Gates 

Jan 7th 11am Songs of Praise by the congregation 

Jan 21st 11am Service   Sue Sparling 

Any enquiries concerning the Chapel, please contact: 

Mrs J McCall    720486             Mrs E Mallick   720666 

SOME GOOD NEWS 
Do you remember “Open Gardens Weekend” in July? 
 
The Main Road was effectively closed off by Anglian 
Water and their signage put people off from even trying 
to get in.  We knew they would not be doing road works 
that weekend and asked that we could remove the No 
Entry signs for the necessary two afternoons and we 
would then replace them.  The answer was “No”. 
 
A lot of work goes into organising an event like that and 
our takings were disappointingly low because of lack of 
visitors from outside the village (it was a fund raiser for a 
proposed Church Toilet Extension). 
 
Our Treasurer, Richard Wemyss, wrote to Anglican Water with evidence of 
just how much their works caused a loss in takings based on a previous Open 
Gardens.  We have now received a cheque for £728.00 as compensation, 
what a result, and how generous of Anglian Water for taking on board our 
comments.       
Wendy Preston 

 

Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal 2017 
 
 
I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the Royal British 
Legion, to thank the team of volunteers for all their efforts during 
this year’s door to door collections and to thank everyone who 
gave so generously to the Poppy Appeal Fund. I’m pleased to 
announce that we collected a grand total of £573.37          
 
The Remembrance Service, which was held at the War Memorial, 
was once again very well attended and was led by Revd. Jackie 
Brown. John Piddock read the British Legion Passage of 
Remembrance and The Kohima Epitaph, the lesson was read by 
Wendy Preston and Sophie Titmuss read out the names of the war 
fallen of Drayton Parslow. John Preston and John Perry read the 
prayers and Wendy Lambros played the Last Post and the Rouse.  
 
The wreath was laid by Pam Smith. Pam was born in Drayton 
Parslow and her father, Private Alexander Lingard, is named on the 
war memorial. Alexander lost his life on 4 September 1942, aged 
26, while serving with the 5th Battalion Queen’s Own Royal West 
Kent Regiment.  He was one of General Montgomery’s famous 
‘desert rats’ and is buried in the El Alamein War Cemetery. 
 
Thank you to everyone who took part in the service and my special 
thanks to Helen New for all the help and support she gives me with 
the Poppy Appeal, including counting the collection money. 
 
Liz Carter-Gates 

Upcoming Christmas Events: 
 
Christmas light display, Saturday 2nd 
December switch on at 5.30pm. Mulled wine, 
mince pies and sausage rolls on sale from 5pm. 
Guest appearance by Drayton Parslow ‘s very 
own “ELVIS “. All donations will go to Florence 
Nightingale Hospice. 
 
VPA Children’s Christmas party, Saturday 16th 
December. 3-5.30pm. Tickets £5 per child to 
include visit to Santa in his grotto and gift, party 
food and games/crafts. Accompanying adults 
free.  Limited spaces so please book your child’s 
place by 9th December.  
 
Seniors festive lunch, Saturday 9th December 
12.30 for 1pm. Three course lunch £10. Please 
book by 30th November. 
 
To book or for further details contact: Linda 
Fedoriw, 01296 728226/07851077684  
34 Main Road Drayton Parslow 



 

Holy Trinity News 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What’s the best gift you’ve ever received?  I guess for each 
of us the answers could be wildly different. It may be a 
childhood toy that sticks in your mind, it may be an 
engagement ring or a first car. It could be something non-
material, an experience, a beautiful sunset, the birth of a 
child, I could go on. 
 
I’m sure if I were to ask you about that gift or experience in 
person you would be able to tell me all about it with great 
enthusiasm.  
 
Now imagine your enthusiasm if you were talking about a 
discovery you made that would change the world: a new 
medicine, a labour-saving device, a crop that could grow in 
the harshest of surroundings and solve world hunger.  
 
For Christians, Christmas is the best gift, and should fill us 
with this kind of enthusiasm. Jesus – Emanuel – God with 
us, has changed the world and is still changing it. That is 
why nearly 2,000 years after his death we still celebrate his 
life. 
 
This year the Church of England wants to help as many 
people as possible celebrate this most amazing gift as we 
journey through the story of that first Christmas. You can 
join the journey on Facebook, Twitter or by text, search for 
#GodWithUs to find out more.  
 
Of course, you can celebrate here in the benefice as well 
and you will find details of all our Christmas services 
enclosed - you would be more than welcome at any of 
them.  
 
God bless and have a very Happy Christmas. 
 
God bless, Simon 
 

HOLY TRINITY SERVICE DATES 
November   
26th 9:30 Holy Communion John Saunders 
December   
10th 9:30 Family Toy Service David Talks 
17th 18:00 Drayton Parslow Singers Christmas 

Concert 
24th 15:00 Christingle John Saunders 
25th 9:30 Christmas Holy 

Communion 
David Talks 

31st 10:00 Family Benefice 
Service 

Jackie 
Brown/John 
Saunders 

January   
7th 9:30 Holy Communion Jackie Brown 
14th 9:30 Family Service TBA 
 

 
PROPOSED EXTENSION FOR HOLY TRINITY 

 
We are almost at the stage of being able to apply to AVDC for 
Planning Permission, Church Authorities have been consulted 
and are in agreement with the proposed scheme.   
 
To date we have raised £13,184.19 towards proposed extension 
To date we have spent    £1,596.60 on Architect’s Drawings 
Leaving current fund of £11,593.59 
 
Once we have received Planning Permission then we can begin 
to apply for grants, only then would it become a viable venture. 
 
If anyone would like to voice an opinion, want further 
information or just to discuss the project we would welcome 
hearing from you and all your comments will be passed onto the 
Parochial Church Council. 
 
Richard Wemyss (720741) or Wendy Preston (720426) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Prospect Farm Solar Farm 
 
Thank you to all those who were able to attend our consultation event at GreenAcre Hall, and attend the recent the 
Parish Council meeting. We really appreciate local support.  
 
Wolverton Community Energy is committed to developing the Prospect Farm Solar Farm so that the local community 
really benefits - from greener, cheaper energy; from an ability to invest in the scheme and from future surpluses. 
 
We have applied for feasibility funding to enable us to carry out an in depth analysis on the project and are hoping to hear 
shortly whether we have been successful. If we get the feasibility funding, we will immediately begin to look at how we 
will distribute electricity and at what cost.  
 
Ways in which you can get involved: 
 
Share some of your energy bills with us - it would help enormously to have some real data from households in the 
village. If you are willing to share your bills with us in confidence we’d be very grateful.  Do get in touch if you are will ing 
to send us some energy bills, especially electricity bills. 
 
Join the local steering group - we are looking for local people with local knowledge to get actively involved in the 
feasibility study. The group will meet once a month during the period of the study for a couple of hours. Do get in touch if 
you are interested and can spare this time. 
 
Introduce us to local businesses and farms who might be larger users of energy - do you run a local agricultural or 
other business? Or know someone who does? As part of the feasibility study we need to find larger organisations in the 
area who might want to buy greener, cheaper energy, so if you have any contacts or run a local business please make 
contact.   
 
The project is being led by one of the Directors of Wolverton Community Energy, Jane Grindey. Her email is 
jane@wolvertoncommunityenergy.uk and phone number 07802 239231. Please feel free to get in touch about anything 
to do with the project.  
 
To find out more about us visit www.wolvertoncommunityenergy.uk 
 

Cutting Her Hair for The Little Princess Trust 
 

This is Esmai and she is 6 and lives in Drayton Parslow and goes to the local school in Drayton.  
 
On 20th December she will be having her hair cut to donate to The Little Princess Trust at 
Madisons Hair Salon in Newton Longville. She initially asked to have her hair cut really short 
back in February but it wasn’t quite long enough so she decided to keep growing it.   
She has been patiently measuring it every few weeks and has now grown it over the 12” 
recommended length.  
 
Esmai and her mum and dad have talked about what will happen to her hair once donated and 
how much it costs to make the wigs which is on average £500. Esmai really understands that 
the wigs go to children with cancer and how special these wigs are to the children receiving 
them especially as one of her friends from a previous school sadly suffered from leukaemia. 
The importance of raising money towards the charity is also understood by Esmai.  
 
Esmai is hoping to raise £100 towards the charity but ideally would love to raise as much as 
possible. If you’d like to donate to help her reach the target please go to:  
https://www.youcaring.com/search/go?w=esmai+summers 
 
Good Luck Esmai from Drayton Parslow Village News – you are doing a wonderful thing! 
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  
 http://draytonparslowparishcouncil.org.uk/ 

 

Thanks to a dedicated Councillor 

The Parish Council would like to extend its thanks and very best wishes to Peter Moore, 
who after 9 years of service has decided to step down as Parish Councillor.  Peter’s 
contribution to the Council has been enormous and he will be greatly missed. 

This means that we have a ‘Casual Vacancy’ which may be filled by co-option if a by-
election is not requested. If you are interested in serving your community, please contact 
the Parish Clerk.  

War Memorial 

More thanks are due to an intrepid group of volunteers who turned out on a bright and 
sunny Saturday to clean up the area around the war memorial. Several sacks of moss, 
weeds, leaves and other debris were cleared and thanks go to Vivienne Dinning, Helen 
Harvey, Deborah O’Brien, Patricia & David Perry and Sue & Pete Spavins. 

Broadband 

The Parish Council has written to Aylesbury Vale District Council’s Economy & Business 
Development Scrutiny Committee, requesting that the village is added back in to the 
Connected Counties rural broadband expansion programme which is funded from several 
sources. (AVDC agreed to co-fund £253,873 towards the Connected Counties/BT second 
contract with match funding from SEMLEP of £147,127 and Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK) 
£400,000. There is also a share of funding from the Buckinghamshire Thames Valley Local 
Enterprise Partnership (BTVLEP)’s investment of £675,000). 

AVDC removed 3 parishes (Drayton Parslow, Swanbourne & Great Brickhill) from the 
programme in June 2017 due to proposed coverage by AV Broadband and/or Gigaclear. 
However, even if AVB completes its installation, many homes will not be served by them 
and freedom of choice of Broadband provider should be available to all. 

Making this request does not automatically mean reinstatement and we will let you know 
the outcome.  

Allotments 

We have four vacant allotments available. Rent is incredibly cheap – well under £1 per 
month, so why not grow your own this year? Contact the Clerk for details.  

draytonparslowpc@btinternet.com 



Neighbourhood Plan 

As promised in the last update – the winner of the £25 Amazon voucher offered at the 
Neighbourhood Plan stand at the VPA Show was Marcy Arnold – congratulations Marcy! 

The Neighbourhood Planning Group has continued to meet on a monthly basis.  

Since our last update we have analysed the data from the questionnaires and this revealed 
two gaps in our data collection. Consequently, we approached the 12-35-year-old group in 
the village and at the VPA show collected 19 additional submissions - making a very 
reasonable representation of views from this group. We also approached the 13 businesses 
operating in the village but at the time of going to press we have only received one 
response. If you are a business based in Drayton Parslow we would really appreciate 
hearing from you - so please do let us know what you think.  

The furthermore detailed analysis of the entirety of data available has identified four key 
aspects that matter most to you and these will become the focus of our next phase of work. 
These are: 
- a small business centre 
- a village shop 
- a cafe  
- the type of housing required in the future 
 
With these four themes in mind we are hosting a social event on Monday 4 December at 
7.30pm in the Sports and Social club. There will be free mince pies and mulled wine and the 
bar will be open. This meeting will offer you an opportunity to help us shape in greater 
detail our proposals for housing, a shop/ cafe and a business centre that will form the 
central thrust of our submission. 
 
We need to know from you what kind of shop / cafe you want? How often would it be 
open? Where would it be? What kind of housing do we need? Where could these houses be 
built? Would you use a business centre? What resources would this centre need to have? 
 
You will have lots of questions, possibly concerns but also lots of really good ideas that can 
be included in the plan. Please do come along and let us know what you want. This is your 
village and we need your help in shaping its future. 

The Post Office 

Opening hours are changing! As of Tuesday 28th November the Post Office will be open on 
Tuesdays between 9 and 11am.  



Countryside Code 

We live in the country and sometimes we all need a reminder about the Countryside Code. 
When you’re out roaming on access land, you’re responsible for your own safety and for 
making sure that your actions don’t damage the people, animals or environment around 
you. Always stick to the Countryside Code so that you can enjoy, respect and protect the 
countryside.  

 Enjoy the outdoors  
o Plan ahead and be prepared 

 Respect other people  
o Consider the local community and other people enjoying the outdoors  
o Leave gates and property as you find them and remember to follow paths 

when you’re not on open access land 
 Protect the natural environment  

o Leave no trace of your visit and take your litter home 
o Keep dogs under effective control (Check out the Dog Walking Code for more 

information about walking with a dog) which means you have a short lead with 
you and use it when needed (e.g. around livestock, or where signage requests 
it).  You do not let your dog off the lead unless you keep it in sight and close 
enough to come back to you on command. 

o Never let your dog worry or chase wildlife or livestock. Follow advice on local 
signs to reduce disturbance to plants and animals. Dogs should be kept on a 
short lead in the presence of livestock or other animals.  

o Always bag and bin your dog’s waste wherever you are. You can use any one of 
the three dog waste bins in the village or your bin at home.  

o Never leave bags of dog waste lying around, even if you intend to pick them up 
later. Containers and deodorised bags can make them easier to carry. 

Fly-tipping 

The Parish Council has had some complaints about fly-tipping. Fly-tipping is the disposal of 
any material – garden waste, paint tins, household waste, construction debris etc. on land 
which does not belong to you and is illegal, punishable by a substantial fine. This should be 
reported to AVDC via their online portal at https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/general-
reports 

Next Parish Council meetings: 

15th January & 26th February 2018 – 7:30 pm Sports & Social Club 

All agendas and minutes of Parish Council meetings can be viewed online at 

 https://draytonparslowparishcouncil.org.uk/ 



 

Drayton Parslow Sports & Social Club 

 
We had a wonderful time during our Comedy Night, 
with some of the acts providing much hilarity all round.  
Thanks to everyone who came along, we hope you 
enjoyed yourselves & hope you will make the next 
Comedy Night, which will be held next October (an 
Annual event). 
 
The Mobile Post Office is changing hours, to run 
9am-11am on Tuesday mornings.  Please continue to 
use it for all your Post Office needs.  We are delighted 
that the Church PCC will be setting up Tea & Coffee 
whilst the Post Office is open.  Please see elsewhere 
in VN for more details. 
 
Notice for all Members – the bar will not be open for its 
normal lunchtime (12-2pm) session on Sunday 24th 
December (Christmas Eve) or Sunday 31st December 
(New Years Eve). 
 
We are still hoping someone will Volunteer to join our 
Bar Staff team, to man the bar from 12-2pm on a 
Sunday, doing 1 shift every 5 wks (approx.).  If anyone 
would like to spend some time helping out in the 
community, please contact Kirsty on 07789 511264 / 
kirstyfoley@btinternet.com.  Full training would be 
given. 
 
Richard has very kindly volunteered to open up the 
bar at lunchtime on Christmas Day. Everyone is 
welcome – please do pop in to wish your fellow 
villagers a Merry Christmas. 
 
The Committee are still considering our options for 
New Year’s Eve.  If there is enough demand for an 
event, and we decide to open, this will be announced 
via posters throughout the village. 
 
Regular Events 
 
                The Mobile Post Office operates out of  
                the clubhouse every Tuesday.   
                Opening hours (from Tues 28th Nov  
                onwards) are 9-11am. 
 
Bingo continues to run monthly on  
Saturdays.  Doors open at 7pm,  
Eyes Down at 8pm. The bar will be open, and the Fish 
& Chip van will be in attendance on the night.   
Forthcoming dates for your diary are: Sat 18th Nov 
Sat 16th Dec. Please look out for notices in the 
clubhouse for 2018 dates. 

              Whist Drive continues to run every  
              Tuesday night, 8-10pm. All are welcome.  
              Anyone wanting more information should 
contact Doreen on 01296 720517 
 
Abbey Smith Bridge Club  
Abbey runs Lessons, Seminars and sessions  
for regular players throughout the week.   
Full details can be found on 
http://www.bridgewebs.com/abbeysmith/ 
or by contacting Abbey on 
abbeybridgelessons@hotmail.co.uk or 07891 586 410. 
 
                Open Bar  
                  The bar remains open every Sunday 12- 
                   2pm.  The Pool Table is Free to use for 
everyone whilst the bar is open. 
 
Hall Hire 
Subject to diary availability, the clubhouse remains 
available to hire for one-off events (Birthday party / 
Christening / Wakes – any reason for a gathering!).   
 
We have a large, spacious room, with kitchen, garden 
and bar facilities, overlooking the Cricket ground.   
Hall Hire charges are fixed at £10 per hour (with an 
incremental £7.50 per hour if the bar is required).   
 
A non-refundable deposit and hire agreement form are 
required for all bookings.  Please contact Sarah 
Norman on 07970 820342 for hire availability. 

 

THANK YOU 
 

Gerald would like to thank especially John, also 
friends and neighbours for their help and good 

wishes after having his hip operation, again this 
is greatly appreciated. 

 
Mr G Bond, North Close, Drayton Parslow 

 



 

CRICKET REPORT 

  
 
The final game of the season started off with a pairs 
competition won by Andy Willis and Hasan Ali. This was 
followed by a six a side game the highlight of which was the 
30 not out by Roger Willis, picking up the bat for the first 
time in 17 years, and Hasan Ali and Pras Keshav both scoring 
23 runs. The heavens might have opened during the second 
game but it was still finished! This was followed by some 
excellent food and then the presentation of trophies by 
Chairman Barrie Norman. Many thanks to Roger Willis for 
organising and running the day and to Lesley Willis and Sue 
Willis for the catering with the tajine in particular proving to 
be a great hit. 
 
The roll call of the trophy winners:  
 
Friendlies batsman: Jon Adams 
Friendlies bowler: Terry Dickens 
League batsman: Sajjad Akram  
League bowler: Hasan Ali 
Sunday players player: Jon Adams 
League players player: Irfan Javed 
Umpire’s “Man of the Match” league award: Terry Dickens 
Most improved player: Jon Adams 
Clubman of year: Lionel Colby 
 
The club’s dinner and ball held in Greenacre Hall in early 
September was a great success with over 80 people present 
mainly thanks to the efforts of Sarah and Barrie Norman. Jon 
Adams also did a sterling job behind the bar keeping the 
punters happy. Specials thanks are also due to those offering 
prizes. The Three Locks Golf Club donated 18 months of golf 
membership and Darren Gough donated cricket equipment 
and a golf day. Also Matt Heath, an international events 
rider, offered some horse clinics and tickets for equestrian 
events. 
 
The cricket square has been put to bed for the winter under 
the supervision of Ben Wisson with the assistance of the 
normal hardworking team of Roger and Andy Willis, Terry 
Dickens and Jon Adams. Without them the reputation of 
having one of the best cricket squares in the league would no 
longer apply. 
 

The cricket club is looking for somebody to help in its running 
and especially helping myself. This would include help with 
scoring, secretarial work and club publicity (such as this 
article for the Village news).  In return you would get free 
teas and probably the occasional free drink from grateful 
players and myself. If you are interested in village cricket and 
want to help ensure that the club continues to run after 140 
years or so please contact me on the e-mail below. 
 
Lionel Colby 
 
Lionel Colby (Secretary): lioneljcolby@gmail.com 
 
Barrie Norman (Chairman): barrie@landfind.co.uk 
 
Ross Potter (Friendlies Captain): 07828 325671 
 

 
 
 
 

The Three Horseshoes 
10 Main Road  Drayton Parslow 

Milton Keynes   MK17 0JS 
01296 720296   welcome@threehorseshoes.com 

 
Emergency shop 

 
We have had a number of enquiries 
regarding us having a small shop of 

supplies at the Pub. 
 

If this is something that you would 
consider of interest please let us know 

either by email or popping in. 
 

If we get enough interest from the village 
then we will look to press ahead with the 

project. 
 

Thank you very much. 
 

welcome@threehorseshoes.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Your Garden in December  Gardening Advice from Gill Gallon,   
      Potash Nursery  
      www.potashplants.co.uk 

 
December is not our most extreme weather month and we can expect a fair amount 
of clear frosty mornings and hopefully plenty of sunny days. So with the light fading 
fast – it’s time for getting stuck into any gardening chores that still haven’t been 
finished.  
 
Jobs for the garden 
 Prune bush roses back by half or so to stop them being damaged in the winter 

and prune shrubs and ornamental trees, but leave your fruit trees until spring 
 Continue with your winter digging but only if the soil conditions and weather suit 

- not too wet or frozen.  
 When the ground is not too wet or frozen continue to lift and divide perennials 
 Planting plant evergreen and bare root shrubs and trees while the ground is 

warm.  
 Look out for the wild life in the garden, keep birds stocked up with fresh water, 

seeds and any scraps from the house but go easy on white bread. 
 In the case of heavy frosts at night, place an old football in the pond to allow the 

fish and any other creatures to survive. Net your pond to keep the water clear of 
leaves. 
 Keep lawns, borders and paths clear of fallen leaves. 
 Once deciduous plants and climbers have cleared, repair garden structures. 
 Net holly bunches to protect them from birds to ensure you have berries for 

Christmas decorations. 
 
Christmas Trees 

Provided you look after your tree it should survive for over 4 weeks.  It 
is essential that cut trees are fresh when bought, the needles should 
not be dull and dried up; the branches should not be brittle. Even with 
a ‘non-drop’ tree, you must expect a few needles to fall when shaken. 
Keep your tree outside, preferably in water, until it is required. Cut 

about half an inch off the bottom in order to open up the trees pores before 
bringing it indoors. Water your tree every day; you will be surprised how much it 
needs. 
Container grown trees have been grown for at least one season in their pots. They 
should be watered and cared for as for any house plant. After Christmas they can 
either be planted out or they can be left to grow on in their pot.  
 
Wishing all our customers a very Merry Christmas and we look forward to seeing you 
in the New Year.  
 
Gill Gallon 
Potash Nursery,    www.potashplants.co.uk   

 



Holy Trinity Harvest   
 

As the Church was undergoing major repair work, it was decided to hold our Harvest Celebration service 
and lunch on Sunday 8th October in the Sports & Social Club.  Rev Simon Faulks welcomed everyone and 
gave a short address at the end. 40 villagers attended and everyone enjoyed a two course buffet lunch in 
the cosy atmosphere of the clubhouse. £150 was raised for Christian Aid.  Thanks to all who attended and 
contributed to the event, and to the Sports & Social Club committee who donated the clubhouse free of 
charge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Bank 
Imagine there is a bank that credits your account each morning with £86,400. It carries over no balance 
from day to day. Every evening the bank deletes whatever part of the balance you failed to use during the 
day.   
 
What would you do?  Draw out every pound, of course. 
 
Each of us has such a bank.  Its name is TIME. 
 
Every morning, it credits you with 86,400 seconds. Every night it writes off, as lost, whatever of this you 
have failed to invest to good purpose. It carries over no balance. It allows no overdraft. Each day it opens 
a new account for you. Each night it burns the remains of the day. If you fail to use the day's deposits, the 
loss is yours. 
 
There is no going back.  There is no drawing against the "tomorrow". You must live in the present on 
today's deposits. Invest it so as to get from it the utmost in health, happiness, and success and to share 
this with others. 
 
The clock is running.  Make the most of today. 
To realize the value of ONE YEAR, ask a student who failed a grade. 
To realize the value of ONE MONTH, ask a mother who gave birth to a premature baby. 
To realize the value of ONE WEEK, ask the editor of a weekly newspaper. 
To realize the value of ONE HOUR, ask the lovers who are waiting to meet. 
To realize the value of ONE MINUTE, ask a person who missed the train. 
To realize the value of ONE SECOND, ask a person who just avoided an accident. 
To realize the value of ONE MILLISECOND, ask the person who won a silver medal in the Olympics. 
 
Treasure every moment that you have.  And remember that time waits for no one. 
 
Yesterday is history. 
 
Tomorrow is mystery. 
 
Today is a gift. 
 
That's why it's called the present. 



 

The next of our series of features on members of the 
local community: 
 
Let’s spend 30 minutes with… 
 

 
David Perry 
Drayton Parslow  
Parish Council Chair 
 
 
1. How long have you lived in Drayton Parslow? 
We moved here in 1996, with a short break for a stay 
in America between 2000 and 2004 when we rented 
out our home 
 
2. What do you like best about living in Drayton 
Parslow? 
We moved out of Milton Keynes because we wanted a 
larger house for our planned family, but we have found 
so much more in the village, a sense of community, 
countryside to enjoy and to seek to protect and the 
opportunity to pitch in to village activities. 
 
3. What is your favourite event held in the village? 
I would have answered the fireworks, which have 
been a sad loss, the VPA show is also great fun and I 
do hope that there are sufficient volunteers to allow 
this to continue.  In the last 4 years we have been 
going to the village quiz, which is a wonderful evening. 
 
4. What is your favourite book / books? 
I’ve tried Ulysses, but I can’t claim to  
have enjoyed it, I don’t read a lot of  
books these days, trying to make  
time for the Economist but there’s  
always a struggle in our house when  
any new book by Rick Riordan  
comes out, they are a rip roaring  
read!  
 
 
5. Who is your favourite celebrity chef & why? 
I always liked watching Keith Floyd, he had a great TV 
manner, I remember a memorable episode where he 
tried to make an omelette and was man enough to 
admit it was rubbish.  We are avid bakeoff fans and I 
got a Paul Hollywood bread book as a present and 
I’ve been having a go at various recipes from that, if 
that counts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. The film you can watch again & again? 
That would be “serenity” or “Thunderheart" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. What is the best job you have ever had? 
Several years ago I helped the new US sales team of 
an IT company I worked for get to grips with the 
products, it involved me flying to many different parts 
of the US and seeing all sides of the country. 
 
8. What is your favourite place to visit? 
Patricia has extended family in Wales (her maiden 
name was Jones, so what else would you expect!) as I 
come from a small family it’s been wonderful to 
experience this and the visits are always special, 
otherwise we love the lake district as a family, but 
honestly as long as we’re together I don’t mind where 
we are. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Who would be your special guests at a dinner? 
I think I would mix science and music.  I would invite 
Rosalind Franklin who helped uncover the structure of 
DNA, Steve Jones who was one of Patricia’s genetics 
lecturers that you hear on Radio 4 often, and of course 
Richard Feynman, one of the great theoretical 
physicists, that would be an interesting conversation to 
join in with.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For music I’d invite Adam Wakeman (Rick’s son) as 
he lives locally and apart from being an insanely 
talented musician seems to be great fun, Doug (dUg) 
Pinnick from King’s X (my favourite rock band) and 
probably David Bowie.  If I could persuade Eva 
Cassidy to sing for us I would want her there also. 
 

  
 



 

Spare a thought for our Church Mice! 
The recent Chancel restoration work at Holy Trinity 
has caused havoc for our resident Church mice.  
However, we are in for a treat next Spring.  We will be 
celebrating with a special Church Mouse Festival on 
the weekend of 14th & 15th April, when all the mice 
will be on display and showing us how they really live 
and what they can do!  We think you will be amazed!  
In the meantime, like all of us, they are busy with 
Christmas preparations.  Happy Christmas! 

 

 

‘Contemplative, Compassionate, Courageous’ 
Advent Course – Exploring the Beatitudes 

Canon John Saunders will be leading a three session Advent Course on Wednesday 
evenings in Drayton Parslow on 6th, 13th and 20th December.  All are welcome.   
For more information contact Susan on 728163. 
 

 

 
Children’s Christmas Workshop - Greenacre Hall 

Thursday 21st December, 10am–12 midday 
A workshop of craft, cooking and games, while learning about the true meaning of 
Christmas.  Open to all village children aged 5-11 years.  Booking is essential so 
please telephone 728163 or email s.piddock@tesco.net.   
(If possible, £2 donation per child would be appreciated towards costs.) 
 

 
'Tuesday Coffee Mornings' 

at the Pavilion 
We are planning to serve tea and coffee during the new Post Office opening 
times of 9-11am on Tuesdays.  We hope you will come along and meet up with 
friends and neighbours for tea/coffee and a natter!  If you think you could help 
occasionally, we would love to hear from you.   
For more information please contact Jenny on 01296 720208.  



 

 

The Vestry at Holy Trinity 

For many years the Church Vestry has not 
been very user friendly either for the 
congregation or the clergy but after stripping 
everything out, and a new makeover, it really 
has been transformed. 

 

How did that happen, and at very little cost ? 

 

Sally and John Wallis who live in Prospect 
Close have a very lovely new kitchen, and we 
cheekily asked what they were going to with 
their old one (which happened to be our old 
kitchen).  Very generously they said the 
Church could have it.   

Then another kindness occurred, Helen New 
agreed to store it in her garage, which was for 
at least a year, until Tony Moore and Steve 
Whitehall were able to fit it, within two days 
it was finished and ready for maybe another 
several hundred years! 

What is so special is that all this was achieved 
because of villagers! 

 

The Church should be back to normal by early 
December so why not combine a visit with all 
the lovely Christmas events: Family Toy 
Service - Concert - Christingle and of course 
Christmas Morning. 

 

John and Wendy Preston 

 

 

 

Before: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After:  

 



The Pooh Fairy Does Not Exist 
An article by a responsible dog owner and non-believer 
 

Does Santa exist? Absolutely! Is the Tooth Fairy Real? Of Course!  But I hate to dampen some people’s beliefs at this 
time of year. The Pooh Fairy is a myth! And yet a small number of dog owners in our village truly believe that a 
Tinkerbell look alike follows them around and clears up their dogs pooh so that they don’t have to bother. These 
people are really sad and clearly need our help.  

In order to cure them, it is best that as a start as with any group of people with serious issues like this, we identify 
them and band them together with an Acronym. Let’s from now on know them as TWERPS – Those Who Evade 
Responsible Pooch Sanitation.  

These TWERPS fall into three categories: 

Category 1 - Complete TWERPS –These are hardened believers. Usually seen with one or more dogs and with no Pooh 
Bags in sight. They never bother to think of anyone else and don’t even think about making an any effort in clearing up 
after their pets. They just leave the mess their dogs have made where they made it. Clearly the Pooh Fairy will clear up 
so why should they bother.  

Category 2 – Lazy TWERPS – Similar to category 1, but instead of just leaving the mess where it was – if they do see 
one of their dogs relieve themselves they think that kicking it away from the path and into a hedgerow is absolutely 
fine. They have made the effort to spot the dog mess but it’s far too hard to bend down and pick up – so just kick it 
away and the Pooh Fairy will do the rest.  

Category 3 – Total TWERPS – A worrying new breed. They remember to buy and take bags with them, and on 
occasions use these bags in the correct way to pick up the mess. Then for some reason they just leave the bags on the 
paths or throw them into the hedgerow instead of depositing them in the bins provided or taking them home and 
putting in the Green bin (which is allowable). Some Total TWERPS have even started hanging bags in trees. Is this a 
sign of Pooh Fairy Worship? They are just as bad if not worse than the first two categories -  instead of just leaving 
their dog mess they are also now littering the environment with plastic as well.  

It is upsetting that all of us responsible Dog Owners – the vast majority of us– are now suffering as a direct result of 
these TWERPS. Recently one of the local farmers has stopped the access through a field where he grazes sheep with 
one of the primary reasons being the lack of clearing of dog pooh and the subsequent effects that this can have on his 
livestock. Why is he worried? - “Diseases transmitted to sheep through dog faeces can be fatal, and can cause 
unpleasant effects such as impaired vision and neurological symptoms. Some can cause a sheep’s meat to be 
condemned, making the animal worthless”   So these TWERPS are basically endangering his livelihood.  It is hoped that 
if we can show that the behaviour of these TWERPS has changed we can once again enjoy access, however it will be 
only with his goodwill and the understanding that the present behaviour of these sad TWERPS will not be tolerated.  

So what can be done to help these TWERPS. Well it’s never too late to change and now is the time. If you recognise 
yourselves as one of these TWERPS, either Complete, Lazy or Total, then now is the time to stop believing in a myth 
and start acting as a responsible member of the village and having respect for your fellow villagers and the farmers 
who allow us to use their land. 

For the rest of us - if you know any TWERPS and they don’t change their behaviour – call them out – as well as having a 
belief in a non-existent myth they are committing a Criminal Offence– don’t let them keep on ruining our environment 
and giving the majority of us who are responsible dog owners a bad name. They clearly are very sad people and need 
help. In the hardiest of cases a Shock Treatment is available for these TWERPS in order to hopefully cure them.  It is 
quite costly and takes the form of an £80 to £1000 donation by the owner in question to the local Magistrates court 
for the first course of treatment with a subsequent course of treatment, if the first one doesn’t work, resulting in an 
additional bill of £2500.   

Hopefully once they have read this and realise what they are doing or have been called out this shock treatment will 
not be needed. – If they don’t – then they will only have themselves to blame.  



This is an incredibly complex plan, which will affect the Vale  
for generations to come, and getting it right is our priority

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/localplan

It needs to plan for 27,400 new homes by 2033 – though around half 
of these are either already built or have planning permission
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Almost two-thirds will be built in and around Aylesbury as part of the Garden 
Town vision
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Other growth areas are Buckingham, Haddenham and Winslow as the next 
most sustainable settlements
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We are including provision for new homes at RAF Halton after it closes in 2022W4

There is also a large housing development going ahead at Salden Chase 
on the edge of Milton Keynes
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Smaller levels of growth are planned at villages, a lot of which have neighbourhood 
plans in place or in progress. Where neighbourhood plans are in place they have 

been taken into account in the amount of housing for each settlement  
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At present a new settlement is not being proposed. This may change in a future  
Local Plan review, once we have a clearer understanding of the government’s  
intention for the east-west expressway between Oxford and Cambridge
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Local Plan
Key facts

You can comment on the Vale of Aylesbury 

Local Plan (VALP) from Thursday 2 November 

to Thursday 14 December at 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/local plan 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DebbieDuz Dog 
Grooming/ 

Home Boarding 
  
As well as being a professional NPTC City 
and Guilds qualified dog groomer 
catering for all aspects of dog grooming, 
we are also fully insured and licensed to 
board dogs at our home. Following the 
success of our dog grooming business 
many of our clients have decided they 
would like to stay with us when their 
owners go on holiday! They live in our 
home as part of the family enjoying all 
the country walks and comforts of home 
- rather like a doggy creche! 
 
For an informal 
chat to discuss 
your dog’s 
holiday 
requirements  
please call: 
  
Tel: 01296 728672 
Mobile: 07927195345 
Email: debchlo@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 

 

Had a long and busy day at work, feeling achy 
and stressed or do you take part in sports or 
recently had an injury? Why not try a Sports 
Massage? Massage has wide reaching 
benefits such as; relaxation, muscular tension 



 

 
       

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

FOR ALL OF YOUR DOMESTIC CLEANING  
 

YOUR LOCAL STEWKLEY BASED COMPANY 
 

CHOOSE FROM WEEKLY OR FORTNIGHTLY 
 

FULLY INSURED 
 

ALL STAFF POLICE CHECKED 
 

ALL CLEANING MATERIALS PROVIDED 
CONTACT CHRIS STEVENITT FOR MORE INFORMATION ON: 

OFFICE: 01525-242042  
OR   

MOBILE: 07850-540393 
 

EMAIL: chris@exquisitecleaning.co.uk 
 

www.exquisitecleaning.co.uk 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Paul Eveling 
 Domestic Electrical Services 

 
All types of domestic electrical 

Work carried out.  
No call out charges 

Free Quotations 
Friendly Local Electrician 

Part P Approved  
 

Additional Sockets / Lights, Exterior / Security Lighting, 
Fault Rectification, Electric Showers, Fuse Box Upgrades. 

 

88 Westbrook End 
Newton Longville  

Tel Home: 01908 649143 
Mob: 07541025351 

e-mail paul@evelingelectrical.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Softscape Horticulture 
“The Art of Cultivation” 

 
Local Garden Service  

 
Garden Consultation : 
 
A visit to your garden aimed at those who want to garden themselves 
but need some guidance.  Softscape will explain what you need to do 
and when and how you do it.  Advice includes:  

 
 Plant identification  problems and care 
 Pruning and training techniques 
 Planting advice and more……. 

 
A consultation in your garden – 30 mins £15.00 
 
Annual Contract Garden Maintenance :  
From £80.00 per month 
 
Garden Work :  
£25.00 per hour 
 

Pruning   Lawn Care   Border Preparation  
Planting   Weeding   Leaf Clearance 

Established 2001 
 

Qualifications:   
Royal Horticultural Society 
General Examination in Horticulture (2000)                         
Bsc (Hons) Geography (Exeter) (1997) 
IHRS Certificate in Viticulture (2012)  
 
 
 
Jon Barraclough  
Steeple Claydon, Buckinghamshire 
 
Tel : 07950 341399 / 01296 738353 
Email : softscape@hotmail.com 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES AND WANTED ADS 
 
BABYSITTING & ODD JOBS! 
 
Emily Sutherby: 07702 138772 
 
Chloe Humphreys: 07927 
195345 
 
Emily Hunter: 07716 486990 
emilyvictoria10@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Neve Skeggs: 07783 959874  
 
Iona Stepney: 07712 322592 
 
COMPUTER SERVICES 
Comput@mation 
Computer support and 
after-sales services. 
John Wallace,  
Mob: 07968 536068 
Tel: 01525 261381 
Fax: 0871 528 4646 
john@computamation.co.uk 
 
DOMESTIC SERVICES  
See advert inside from 
Exquisite Cleaning 
 
GARDEN SERVICES 
Softscape Horticulture 
Garden Consultancy and 
Maintenance. Border work, 
mowing, planting & advice. 
Based in Steeple Claydon. Call 
Jon on 01296 738353 or 07950 
341399 
 
Potash Plants 
Beautiful plants on your 
doorstep 
Stewkley Road, Drayton 
Parslow  01296 720578  
www.potashplants.co.uk 
 

PET SERVICES 
See advert inside from Debbie 
Humphreys. 
 
PICTURE FRAMING 
Country Frame 
Est 1984, quality framing in 
Stewkley. Mount cutting, 
needle-work stretching.  Call 
Paul Body 01525 240163 or 
07771 508805  
10 Fishweir (off Chapel 
Square), Stewkley LU7 0HB 
Please call before visiting 
www.countryframe.co.uk 
 
PROPERTY SERVICES 
FULLY QUALIFIED CARPENTER 
Kitchens, bedrooms, 
bathrooms etc. Small building 
works and property repairs. 
Contact Dave Reid on 07939 
146630 or 01525 
279524. Email: 
davereid935@btinternet.com 
 
TUITION 
121 Tuition in Maths, Science 
& English 
Maths, Science/Physics: 
KS1-4, Also 11+. Qualified 121 
tutor with CRB. 
Roger Crews 07946 568153 
rcrews@btinternet.com 
 
 

DP Go Green 
 

Wooden Fold Down Table 
 

Was on the Church Vestry wall 
6’ long x 2’ wide with 3 folding legs, 

standing height of 2’ 10” 
 

Ring John Preston 720426  
 

 

TO RECEIVE VILLAGE NEWS BY 
E-MAIL –  

IN COLOUR – CONTACT SALLY   
dpvillagenews@outlook.com 

 to be added to the list. 
 

You will still receive the hard 
copy as well, but the e-mail 
version is available around a 

week before the printed 
copy. 

 

 
 
 

Advertising rates: 
Classified listing £30 per 

year 
Boxed advert £60 per year 

(6 issues) 
One-off boxed ads £12 

 

For Sale/Wanted items: 
£2 DP residents, £4 Non-

residents 
 

Please contact Sally on 
dpvillagenews@outlook.com 

 
 

DP Go Green 
 

Have you got anything 
going spare that other 

villagers might have a use 
for? e.g. top soil, turf, 

paint, carpet  
 

Contact us at 
dpvillagenews@outlook.com 
(no charge from us if no 

charge from you) 

 



 

VILLAGE TRIVIA NIGHT 
WITH HOT SUPPER  

 

Greenacre Hall 
Drayton Parslow 

 
 

Saturday 13th January 2018 
 

Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start 
 

Tickets £15.00 each / Teams of 6 
 
 

Includes choice of menu for hot supper  
followed by dessert or cheese board 

Wine and Beer on Sale 
 

For tickets telephone: 
Susan 01296 728163 / s.piddock@tesco.net  

 

Please book early to avoid disappointment 



 Christmas Wreath or 
Individual Arrangements 

   Workshop 
 

10.30am Thursday 14th December 
 

Drayton Parslow Village Hall 
 
 

Back by request with Sue Milner again leading and 
demonstrating.  All necessary decorations and oasis will be 

provided but any suitable greenery you have would be 
welcome for general selection 

As before the cost will be £25.00 which includes: 
 

Morning Coffee/Tea and Shortbread 
Lunch - Homemade Soup with Breads from The Farm Deli 

and Homemade Mince Pies 
 

All proceeds will help fund a toilet for Holy Trinity Church. 

 
To secure a place (friends welcome) ring Wendy on 720426 
or email (please note new address) prestons759@icloud.com  



CHRISTMAS 

CONCERT 
6.00pm Sunday Dec. 17th 

Holy Trinity Church 

Entrance free – Donations Welcome 

Mulled wine & Mince Pies 

Raffle & Panto 


