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NEXT ISSUE 
Contributions, articles and photos for the June/July issue 
by no later than Friday April 27th 2018 please to the 
Village News mailbox dpvillagenews@outlook.com or by 
hand to Sally Wallis (10 Prospect Close) or Claire 
Darnley (Tamara, 3b Main Road).  
 
If you want to speak to either of us, please contact Sally 
on 720030 or Claire on 720383. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greenacre Hall 
For hall bookings please telephone 

Carol 01296 720741 
 

 

DRAYTON DIARY 
April 
1st Easter Egg Hunt, DPSSC 
14th & 15th Mousefest, Holy Trinity Church 
21st Prize Bingo, DPSSC, 8:00pm 
30th Parish Council Meeting, DPSSC 
May 
21st Parish Council Meeting, DPSSC 
Later 
Jun 9th Church Summer Fete 
Aug 11th Village Show 

 

APRIL COIN  
JAR COLLECTION  

 
 

The team of collectors will be out and about 
week commencing 16th April.  Last April was 
our lowest collection ever but October was so 
much better - a big thank you everybody for 

filling your jars. 
 

VPA Show Photography Classes 
Advance notice so get your cameras at the ready!!   

Here are the photography classes for village show this year: 
 
Feet/Shoes   In the work place 
Village wildlife   Abstract 
Home garden/Allotments Transport 
Reflections   Village events 
Black and white 
 
Age 8 and under:   Favourite toy; Pets 
Age 9-15: Hobbies/Interests; Sport 

 

Hope to see lots of entries in the show this year! 
 

 

Thames Valley Police Aylesbury  
now has a Facebook page:  

 

https://www.facebook.com/TVPAylesbury/ 
 

 

  

      



 

The next of our series of features on members of the 
local community: 
 
Let’s spend 30 minutes with… 
 

John Stepney 
 “Apparently I’m approaching my late  
50s, although I don’t feel it. I’m from  
Scotland (Glasgow) originally, but I 
‘emigrated’ south in 1986 and seem to have been 
wandering around England for the last 30+ years. 
 
My normal daily commute is around 40 miles each way to 
Hatfield, although I do travel to Paris and Cologne on 
business a couple of times each month too. I’m a 
passionate biker and will use a bike in most weather, even 
commuting to the French or German offices on one.” 
 
1. How long have you lived in Drayton Parslow? 
Close to 21 years so far. Moved in around September 1997. 
The initial 18-month refurbishment of the house is now in its 
18th year, but the end is in sight.  
 
2. What do you like best about living in Drayton 
Parslow? 
It’s rural without being in the ‘outback’. Within easy reach of 
good shopping (MK) although when it comes to shopping, I 
prefer a ‘surgical strike’, in and out fast . Having been 
brought up in a city, I have no desire to live in one again, so 
for me the countryside wins, hands down, every time. 
 
3. What is your favourite event held in the village? 
That has to be the New Year village quiz, although I wasn’t 
been able to get to the last one or two. It’s at the right time 
of year and very well attended, probably due to it being well 
organised and appealing to a broad range of people. 
Watching Elvis turn on the Christmas lights at Linda 
Fedoriw’s is high up on the ‘places to be’ at Christmas, 
along with putting up the Christmas tree lights on the trees 
at the war memorial. 
 
4. What is your favourite book / books? 
I’m a huge Sci-fi fan, so anything by Iain M Banks, Peter 
Hamilton, Alastair Reynolds or John Scalzi would keep 
my attention. I also like Science fact, so  
‘The Magic Furnace’ by Marcus Chown 
is always worth another read as it brings  
the understanding of nuclear fusion a step  
closer, though it’s still just out of reach .   
 
I’m also a keen astronomer and have a  
couple of telescopes that I use to scour  
the night sky, weather permitting. 
 
                                           So my interest in Sci-fi, Sci fact  
                                           and astronomy all tie together, 
                                           probably making me a bit of an  
                                           anorak. 
 
 
 
5. Who is your favourite celebrity chef & why? 
I’m not really a fan of TV cooking, I prefer to do the cooking 
myself, rather than watch someone else cook. I have 
occasionally watched ‘The Hairy bikers’ but mainly to see 
what bikes they are riding rather than what they are 
cooking. 
 
 

6. The film you can watch again & again? 
                                        That would have to be ‘The  
                                        Martian’ which has lots of  
                                        technical goodies for anoraks like  
                                        me to analyse, or ‘The Long Way  
                                        Round’ with Ewan McGregor and 
                                        Charlie Boorman.  
The latter film plays to my biking passion and mixes lots of 
multicultural experiences with stunning scenery… and all on 
two wheels…what’s not to like?! 
 
7. What is the best job you have ever had? 
Tricky one. At the moment I work in the IT industry and 
manage a team of around 90 people across UK, France and 
Germany. I’ve been in similar roles for most of my career, 
although the greatest job satisfaction I’ve experienced has 
not come from my traditional employment.  
 
Some of you will know that I do  
volunteer work for a charity in  
my ‘spare’ time, which provides  
the NHS with a rapid response  
courier service, free of charge 
(using motorcycles of course!).  
 
During the last 12 years, I have gained enormous 
satisfaction from seeing an organisation grow from 5 groups 
in the south east, responding to around 5,000 hospital 
requests per year, to 35 groups across the UK & Eire which 
responded to over 100,000 requests from NHS hospitals 
last year, all free of charge. It’s a humbling and rewarding 
experience in equal measure. All staffed by around 3,000 
unpaid volunteers, the model is being rolled out to Australia 
(Perth) and Canada, with ongoing enquiries from several 
other countries too. From a job satisfaction point of view, it 
is extremely gratifying for example, walking out from HM 
Treasury at Horseguard’s Parade HQ, knowing you have 
just persuaded the government to change a piece of 
legislation, for the fourth time in 5 years.  
 
Here are links to YouTube videos if you would like more 
details: 
George Osborne – 2015 Budget 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0L1GA4j8AfA   
 
National Geographic short documentary 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4RlnR-G5dQs  
 
7. What is your favourite place to visit? 
Spain, specifically La Vall D’Ebo, no question. Sat in the 
Spanish mountains, it’s my idea of a quiet location and 
reminds me of Scotland in places. Very friendly people, 
good food, stunning scenery and fantastic weather, it would 
be difficult not to like it. I do like exploring Spain too, it’s a 
big country with not a lot of traffic and good roads, so bike 
touring is very satisfying, although too hot for biking from 
July to August. 
 
8. Who would be your special guests at a dinner? 
Well, if Louise wasn’t available, then it would have to be 
Isaac Newton alongside Sir Patrick Moore. I don’t think I’d 
be able to contribute much to the conversation, but it would 
be a fascinating event, especially if they were joined by 
Isaac Asimov and Carl Sagan!  
 
It doesn’t take much to see  
what interests me.  
 
 
 



 

Holy Trinity News 

 

 
Dear Friends 
 
At the beginning of April we see the move from Lent to 
Easter and (hopefully) rapidly heading towards the 
summer. But I just wanted to take a moment to reflect 
upon that first change. I wonder if you gave anything up for 
Lent? Maybe you do each year: chocolate, alcohol or 
snacks, whatever it maybe. 
 
I wanted to ask, what next? What does it achieve? What 
does it change? 
 
As we move to Easter, the images of fluffy chicks, bunny 
rabbits and chocolate eggs, all symbols of new life, because 
that is the message of Easter - Jesus died (and rose again) 
to bring new life to those who chose to follow him. The 
writer to the Hebrews tells us that the old way (Old 
Testament way) of making sacrifices to seek forgiveness 
was limited, it was a system that needed to be repeated. 
However at Easter Jesus became the ultimate sacrifice. We 
could accept the sacrifice he made in our place once and 
for all. What Jesus did changed the way things needed to 
be done for everyone, forever. 
 
And so that brings me back to that question - what has 
Lent achieved for us? Many years ago, the idea of giving 
something up for Lent was that you would do something 
else instead, you might spend that time in prayer but you 
might also use the money saved to help someone else eat. 
 
Of course Lent is also a time of preparation, a time to 
prepare ourselves for Easter, so if we do things differently 
in the run-up to Easter, and then Easter itself is about 
celebrating the new life that Jesus offers to all, then surely 
it is only right that we should expect to see a change in 
ourselves as we move from the old pre-Lent life to the new 
post-Easter life. 
 
What change would you like to see? 
 
God bless,  
 
Simon 
 
 

HOLY TRINITY SERVICE DATES 
April   
1st 9:30 Easter Sunday 

         Family Communion 
John Saunders 

8th 9:30 Family Service David Talks 
15th No Service  
22nd 9:30 Holy Communion Jackie Brown 
29th 10:00 United Benefice 

           at Swanbourne 
Simon Faulks 

May   
6th 9:30 Holy Communion Simon Faulks 
 

Easter at  
Holy Trinity 

 

Palm Sunday Holy Communion 
25th March at 9.30 am 

 

Good Friday Walk 30th March 
For families & individuals 

Meet outside Mursley Church at 11 am 
Stopping in Swanbourne for coffee/tea & 

hot-cross buns, a short reflection and 
crafts for the children.  Return by 

approx. 12.30-1pm  Please wear suitable 
footwear for field walking  

(sorry no dogs allowed) 
If you are interested please phone Ben 

Allen on 01296 720091 or 
benhughallen@gmail.com  

to give some idea of numbers 
 

Easter Sunday  
Family Communion 
1st April at 9.30 am 
 
Please join us to  
celebrate the true  
meaning of Easter 
 
 
 
 



 
Church Mouse Festival 

We hope you will be able to join us on 
the weekend of April 14th and 15th 

for our unique ‘Mousefest’ event. 

We believe this is the first ever 
Festival of Church Mice!!  With over 

200 mice there is much to see from a mouse baptism and wedding to 
pirates and circus mice, and many mice celebrities to spot like James 
Bond, Princess Frozen and of course ‘Elvis’ .  All mice will be on sale 
to raise money for the Church and the Alzheimer’s Society.   

Finally, teas and homemade cakes will be available in the Greenacre 
Hall from 2pm during the Festival. Books will be on sale and there 
will be a free children’s ‘make a mouse’ craft table.   

Date for your diary: 2018 Summer Garden Fete June 9th  

 
'Tuesday Coffee Mornings' 

at the Pavilion 
Don’t forget we are serving tea and coffee during the  

Post Office opening times of 9-11am every Tuesday. 
We hope you will come along and meet up with friends and 

neighbours for tea/coffee and a natter!  If you think you could help 
occasionally, we would love to hear from you.   

For more information please contact Jenny on 01296 720208. 
 

FIZZ for all children from Year 7 to year 13.  

Free every 3rd Sunday at 6.30pm at 

Old Stock, Church Lane, Mursley. 

For more info contact Bey Christian: 

bey.christian@yahoo.co.uk 01296 720630 



© 

DDrayton Parslow Sports & Social Club 

 

Drayton Parslow Sports & Social Club - News 

We are delighted to say that we were successful in our bid for S106 monies, enabling us to add new Sports (and 
Social) facilities to the village and the clubhouse.  Work on the Petanque court is due to start around Easter time.  
We will keep you updated on its progress, and when we will be open for Petanque matches. 

 

We will be holding our AGM towards the end of April.  Please look out for posters in the clubhouse and on the A-
frame by the bottom car park confirming the exact date.  All members are welcome to come along to the AGM – it is 
your chance to check up on finances and input into the general running of the club 

We are still hoping to increase the number of Volunteer Bar Staff on our team, either to help out at events (such as 
the VPA show or during Home Cricket matches in the Summer) or ideally to help man the bar on Sundays (12-2pm) – 
the rota is currently such that we do approx. 1 shift every 6 wks.  Anyone willing to help should contact Kirsty on 
07789 511264 / kirstyfoley@btinternet.com.  The work is not strenuous, can be sociable, and full training would be 
given. 

Membership Renewals now due 

We are still collecting Membership Fees (membership runs Jan-Dec).  Fees remain at £1 per person for the year (£4 
for a family).  We very much appreciate everyone’s support in becoming members. 



© 

EEggs-citing Forthcoming Events  

   

Easter Egg Hunt, Sunday 1st April, 12.30pm.  Everyone is welcome to come along to our 
Easter Egg Hunt.  Starting from the clubhouse, the children set off across the Rec ground to hunt the elusive eggs 
that the Easter Bunny may have hidden.  It is free to take part in our Egg Hunt, and all the children enjoy hunting 
with eagle eyes to find as many eggs as they can.  We are also running an Egg Raffle - £1 per square, with a chance of 
winning a full-sized chocolate Easter Egg.  All profits will be donated to Helen House Hospice.    The bar will be open 
for those in need of refreshment after their Egg hunting.  Please do come along!  Our thanks, as always, to the 
wonderful Fedoriw family for liaising with the Easter Bunny and organising the Egg raffle yet again for us. 

Regular Events 

There are lots of clubs and activities running out of the Sports & Social club.  Key sessions are: 

Day  Time  Event  
Tuesdays 9-11am Mobile Post Office 

Serving all of your Post Office needs PLUS Tea, Coffee & Cakes on sale by the 
Church PCC. 

Tuesdays 8-10pm Whist Drive 
All welcome. 

Wednesdays AM, PM & EVE Abbey Smith Bridge Club. 
More details can be found on www.bridgewebs.com/abbeysmith 
 

Thursdays AM & EVE 
Fridays PM 
Fridays EVE Local Cards Players (closed session). 
Saturdays Monthly, 7-

10pm 
Bingo.    
Doors open 7pm, eyes down 8pm.  The bar is open and the Fish & Chip van will be 
in attendance.  Next dates are: 17 Mar, 21 Apr.  Further dates will be announced 
shortly, once Cricket fixtures are announced. 

Sundays 12-2pm Open Bar session. 
All welcome.  Bar staff wanted!!!! 

Hall Hire 

Subject to diary availability, the clubhouse remains available to hire.  We have a large, spacious room, with kitchen, 
garden and bar facilities, overlooking the Cricket ground.   

Hall Hire charges are fixed at £10 per hour (with an incremental £7.50 per hour if the bar is required).  A non-
refundable deposit and hire agreement form are required for all bookings.  Please contact Sarah Norman on 07970 
820342 for hire availability. 

 



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  
 http://draytonparslowparishcouncil.org.uk/ 

 

Casual Vacancy for a Councillor 

Mike Thum has stepped down from the Parish Council after nine years of service, the later years as Vice-Chairman. 
His wise counsel and advice will be missed.  

Consequently, a ‘Casual Vacancy’ has arisen and a replacement Councillor may now be co-opted by the existing 
Councillors. Details below: 

Notice is hereby given that by reason of the resignation of a councillor a vacancy has occurred among the members 
of the Parish Council. Any person willing to fill this vacancy should apply to the Clerk in writing. The applicant's name 
must appear on the current register of the Voters List or the applicant should during the whole of the twelve months 
preceding the relevant date resided in or within three miles of the parish or the applicant’s only place of work during 
the whole of the twelve months preceding the relevant date is in the parish.  The applicant must not be debarred 
from standing as a Councillor.  

PUBLIC elections will not be held until the year 2019 but for the interim period election to the aforesaid Council will 
be voted for by the present sitting number of Councillors at a Parish Council meeting. 

Deborah O’Brien - Clerk to Drayton Parslow Parish Council 9th February 2018 

Who Can Become a Parish Councillor? 

To become a parish councillor, a person is qualified if:  

 He or she is a British subject, or qualifying Commonwealth citizen, or EU citizen and on the day on which he or 
she is nominated as a candidate, is over 18 on the day of election and is an elector; or 

 During the whole of the twelve months preceding his or her nomination day, or the day of election, resided or 
had his principal place of work in the parish, or within three miles of it.  

A person will be disqualified from holding office as a parish councillor if:  

 He or she holds a paid office or other place of profit in the gift of the Council or  
 He or she is the subject of a bankruptcy restrictions order or interim order or 
 He or she has been convicted of a criminal offence and sentenced to not less than three months imprisonment 

(including any suspended sentence) within the past five years or 
 He or she has been found guilty of illegal or corrupt practices. 

Planning 

If you wish to receive updates regarding planning matters, please send a request e-mail to the Parish Clerk asking to 
be added to the mailing list. This request will need to be renewed annually to comply with new GDPR regulations. 
draytonparslowpc@btinternet.com  

At time of writing, there still has not been a decision made relating to 17/01429/APP Land adj to North Close – 
proposed 24 homes. AVDC has extended the decision expiration date several times to allow for more reports to be 
submitted. We will let you know when a decision has been made. 

Another proposal for the development of 5 homes at Chapel Lane is also being considered by AVDC - 17/03720/APP 
– details of both applications can be viewed at https://publicaccess.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/online-applications/  

 



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  
 http://draytonparslowparishcouncil.org.uk/ 

S106 monies 

These are funds developers must provide from projects over a certain size and the Parish was awarded funding for 
sports & leisure facilities after the development of Fox Lane. To date some of this was used for new equipment on 
the Play Area in 2014. Recently, an application by Greenacre Hall for electronic blinds was approved and these have 
now been installed. The Sports & Social Club has also applied for funding for the installation of a Petanque/Boules 
court at the rear of the building, and AVDC’s S106 Officer has also recommended awarding funding for this project. 
Construction will take place shortly. 

Equestrian Warning - Road Signs 

We have been advised by Transport for Bucks (TfB) that these can be installed. However, at present winter 
conditions and potholes are taking priority. So nothing will be done by TfB until the weather improves. We’ll keep 
you posted! 

Traffic Calming 

The Parish Council has applied for funding to tackle this issue and the first stage –installation of ‘Unsuitable for HGVs’ 
signage at the either end of the village will hopefully have been agreed by the time you read this. We will match fund 
a grant from the Local Area Forum (LAF) but await confirmation of approval. Other, more intensive measures are 
also under consideration and again, we await confirmation of funding. As soon as this is known we will make the 
information available on the Parish Council Facebook page.  

Facebook 

Drayton Parslow Parish Council has set up a Facebook group for residents to join. So far 30 people have signed up.  It 
is hoped to be used as another means of disseminating information within the community. To join, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DraytonParslowPC/ and click on the ‘join group’ button. Please reply to the 
questions you will be prompted to answer – these are to ensure legitimate group membership and avoid spammers. 
This is not a group for advertising/selling but rather where you can find out about issues affecting the parish and 
where you can ask for information. The group will be moderated and we hope it will be useful. At present it is still a 
work in progress. If you have any questions, please contact the Clerk. As always, information is also available on the 
Parish Council website at https://draytonparslowparishcouncil.org.uk/       

Broadband 

Representatives of Gigaclear have informed the Parish Council that they have acquired the assets of AV Broadband 
and as such intend to offer service to the entire village. They are currently installing infrastructure in Stewkley and 
plan to extend to Drayton Parslow this year subject to permits. It is possible to check what permits have been 
requested, dates granted and locations for digging via https://www.roadworks.org/  (Gigaclear wishes to keep the 
Parish Council informed but there is no implied recommendation from the Parish Council for any utility provider). 

Allotments 

We still have four vacant allotments available. Rent is incredibly cheap – well under £1 per month, so why not grow 
your own this year? Contact the Clerk for details. draytonparslowpc@btinternet.com  

 

Next Parish Council meetings: 30th April & 21st May 2018 – 7:30 pm Sports & Social Club     



Drayton Parslow Neighbourhood Planning Group 
 

Latest News 

Whilst we have less to report than usual, progress since the last update has been significant. 

The team now have all evidence and data gathered from villagers and have prioritised  the key issues and 
themes that enable us to begin the writing of the draft plan. 

By our next meeting in March we will have the major sections drafted around  the key themes of 
Community Facilities & Natural Environment, Car Parking & Housing and Conservation & Employment. 
Meeting the March target will put us in a really strong position to complete the process by the end of this 
year. 

There will still be a number of stages for us to work through - that include consultation  with the village and 
submitting to the Planning Authority Examiner - and ultimately the  village voting for adoption of the plan - 
but we are determined to hit our December target!  

We  will have much more to share with you at the Village Show - meanwhile we will continue to keep you 
updated on our progress. 

And finally ... 

Look out in the next issue for details of a poster competition for children  and young people living in Drayton  
Parslow. We want to see your ideas for the future Village  ... so get your creative thinking caps on!’  

Many thanks!  

Carol - on behalf of Neighbourhood Planning Team  

 
 

   *** NEW ***                          CIRCUIT TRAINING IN THE VILLAGE                    *** NEW *** 
  GET FIT OUTSIDE! 

Why not come along to the village held circuit training 
sessions being run at the MUGA at the rec!! 

Since the end of February circuit training sessions have 
been running every Saturday morning at the Recreation 
Ground 9am – 10am. 

These sessions have been well received and supported by 
both individuals looking to improve their fitness levels 
and families looking to exercise together. 

FREE TRIAL for your first go, then £5 per session thereafter  

If you feel that you need to do more exercise, lose some weight, meet new people or just have some fun 
working out then come along every Saturday 9:00-10:00 and take part!!  

If you would like more details then please contact Chris via email 
cbsportstherapy@gmail.com or find his Facebook page CB Sports Therapy 
and Rehabilitation. Have a look at previous sessions and drop him a message 
if you’re interested in attending.  



 
Your Garden in April                               Gardening Advice from Gill Gallon,  
       Potash Nursery  
       www.potashplants.co.uk 

 
It is hard to believe that we had snow at the beginning of last month. Everything has slowed down 
since then but hopefully April will bring warmth and colour back to our gardens. But beware, even 
now we can have hard frosts so don’t be tempted to plant out tender plants just yet. 

 
Jobs for the garden 
 Deadhead early flowering primulas as early as possible, as they tend to cross-breed very easily. 
 Early April is your last opportunity to hard-prune late-flowering shrubs. Make sure that you cut out 

all of the dead or diseased growth then cut to a pleasing shape. 
 Stake your perennials before it’s too late. Use decorative plant supports or create attractive willow 

or hazel structures. 
 Tackle the weeding: if you defeat them in April and May, some will give up, and you can take it easy 

in June. Many weeds can be composted at this time of year as they are not seeding yet but if you 
are unsure throw them out or burn them to be sure. 

 Start spraying roses with fungicide to ward against black spot and mildew. Repeat every fortnight 
until the autumn. Remember that if an infection sets it, all the stricken leaves must be burnt. Tie in 
climbing and rambling roses 

 It’s a good time to clean the glass on your greenhouse to make the most of the increasing light 
levels. You can just use soap and water. 

 Many vegetables can be sown if conditions permit. Plant shallots, garlic, and onion sets - all are 
hardy. Plant early potatoes - but protect from frost. 

 
Topical Tips – Looking after your Lawn 
After a winter of wet and cold, your lawn will benefit from a bit of TLC now. Start mowing once a 
week, beginning with the blades at the highest setting and gradually lowering them over the 
weeks.  
 
If there are not too many weeds, leave the box off as a sprinkling of fine grass cuttings helps put 
back organic matter into the lawn.  
 
To make the job look finished, trim the lawn’s edges with long-handled shears or a grass trimmer. 
Bare or thin patches of grass can be thickened up by raking over the surface and then resowing.  
 
Lastly, give the lawn a feed. If it contains weeds or moss, treat these at the same time with a 
weed, feed and mosskiller treatment. 
 
 

  



Over 30 years of Drayton Parslow Village News… 
 
Last month we received a lovely email from Paul and Anne Dubery who said they continue 
to receive the email version of Village News and enjoy hearing what's going on, 5 years after 
moving to Wolverton. They lived in Drayton for 28 years and helped produce 37 issues of 
the Village News and thought we’d be interested to see the front page scans of Issues 1, 2 
and 37 (their last). 
 
How It All Started…….by Paul and Anne Dubery 
When Isobel Smith-Cresswell first had the brainwave in 1987 for a village newsletter, 
we were the first to pull together something tentatively called Village News. Janine Batley 
edited, Paul did the line drawings, Anne did the typing and together we used the original "cut 
and paste" method using scissors, Pritt stick and Snopake followed by copious photocopying 
and stapling! Simon Terndrup eventually took over from Janine as editor and our last was 
issue 37 in 1995. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We then managed to track down a full copy of Issue 1 and have reproduced it over the next 3 
pages. It is lovely to see some familiar names, features and themes! 



DRAYTON PARSLOW VILLAGE NEWS ISSUE 1 AUTUMN 1987 PAGES 2-5 

 

 



DRAYTON PARSLOW VILLAGE NEWS ISSUE 1 AUTUMN 1987 PAGES 5-9 

 



DRAYTON PARSLOW VILLAGE NEWS ISSUE 1 AUTUMN 1987 PAGES 10-11 
Plus Page 1 of Issue 2 and Issue 37 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAYTON PARSLOW BAPTIST CHAPEL 

 

Services for April / May / June 2018 

April 1st 11am Easter Sunday, Ivy Nash 

April 15th 11am Alan Bird 

May 6th 11am Sue Sparling 

May 20th 11am Songs of Praise, the Congregation 

June 3rd 11am Rodney Ruston 

Any enquiries concerning the Chapel, please contact: 

Mrs J McCall    720486             Mrs E Mallick   720666 

CRICKET REPORT 

 
With snow on the ground at the beginning of March it 
hardly seems credible that the cricket season will be 
starting at the end of April. The first home fixture is due 
to be played on Saturday 28 April against Milton Bryan. 
Drayton will again play its Saturday fixtures in division 5 
of the Four Counties Cricket League (FCCL) sponsored 
by Lords International. Rule changes to be introduced 
mean the end of draws with just a win/loss or tie but 
with batting and bowling points still up for grabs. The 
games will also be shorter consisting of 80 overs rather 
than 88 and so result in earlier finishes. 
 
The Sunday friendly fixtures have still to be finalised but 
the league fixtures can be found on the Play Cricket 
website and results will also be there once the season 
has started. Click on “Matches” on the following page: 
 
 http://draytonparslow.play-cricket.com 
 
The final list of fixtures will be included in the next 
Village News and should also be found on the Drayton 
Parslow website:   

https://draytonparslow.org.uk/ 
 
Terry Dickens returns as League Captain after one year 
off with Andy Willis as his vice. Jon Adams is the 
friendlies captain with our Chairman Barrie Norman as 
vice-captain. 
 
The sports and social club bar will normally be open 
during home games and certainly by the evening. So 
please come up for a drink and watch and if you are 
considering playing please introduce yourself to one of 
our players. Or potential new players may want to join 
the club in pre-season nets being held at Stoke 
Hammond every Thursday from 20.00 to 21.00. Send 
me or Barrie an e-mail.  
 
Lionel Colby (Secretary): lioneljcolby@gmail.com 
Barrie Norman (Chairman): barrie@landfind.co.uk 
 
Lionel Colby 

Short Mat Bowls 
Short Mat Bowls has now arrived at Greenacre Hall.  
Thanks to everyone who helped unpack the mats 
and equipment, and a special thank you to Roger 
Willis who has helped us get started with his 
coaching and expertise 

 
We now have two sessions running per week on 
Mondays 3-5 pm and Wednesdays 3-5 pm.  For 
more information email s.piddock@tesco.net or 
telephone Susan 01296 728163.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsorship Request 

I’m running the London Marathon this year in aid of 
the Children’s Critical Care Ward at the John 

Radcliffe hospital  

(My daughter in law is a Ward Sister there) any 
sponsorship or donations would be gratefully 

accepted. 

Thank you very much! 

Steve Sharrock 

The Three Horseshoes 
10 Main Road, Drayton Parslow 

Bucks MK17 0JS 
Pub, Restaurant and B&B 

+441296720296 
welcome@threehorseshoes.com 

www.threehorseshoes.com 

Easter Biscuits Recipe 
 

Ingredients 
300g plain flour, plus extra for dusting 

150g white caster sugar, 150g slightly salted butter, chopped 
1 large egg, 2 tsp vanilla extract or vanilla bean paste 

 
        For the iced option   For the jammy middle option 

500g royal icing sugar   icing sugar, for dusting 
your favourite food colouring gels 400g apricot jam, or lemon curd 

 
1. Weigh the flour and sugar in a bowl. Add the butter and rub together with your fingertips until the mixture resembles wet 
sand, with no buttery lumps. Beat the egg with the vanilla, then add to the bowl. Mix briefly with a cutlery knife to combine, 
then use your hands to knead the dough together – try not to overwork the dough, or the biscuits will be tough. Shape into 
a disc, then wrap in cling film and chill for at least 15 mins. Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Line two baking sheets with 
baking parchment. 
 
2. Dust a work surface with flour. Halve the dough, then roll one half out to the thickness of a £1 coin. Use an egg-shaped 
cookie cutter (ours was 10cm long; you could also make a cardboard template to cut around) to stamp out as many cookies 
as you can, then transfer them to one of the baking sheets, leaving a little space between the biscuits. Repeat with the other 
half of the dough. If you want to make jammy biscuits, use a small circular cutter to stamp holes in half of the biscuits (where 
the yolk would be). If you intend to make both iced and jammy biscuits, only stamp holes in a quarter of the biscuits. 
 
3. Bake for 12-15 mins, until the biscuits are pale gold. Cool on the sheets for 10 mins, then transfer to a wire rack to cool 
fully before decorating. 
 
4. To decorate the biscuits with icing, add enough water to the icing sugar to make a thick icing – it should hold its shape 
without spreading when piped. Transfer about a third of the icing to a piping bag fitted with a very small round nozzle (or just 
snip a tiny opening at the tip). Pipe an outline around the biscuits, then draw patterns in the middle – lines, spots and zigzags 
work well. Leave to dry for 10 mins. Divide the remaining icing between as many colours as you’d like to use, then use the 
gels to dye them. Loosen each icing with a few drops of water, then transfer them to piping bags. Use the coloured icing to 
fill the empty spaces on the biscuits. You may need to use a cocktail stick to tease it into the corners. Once covered, leave to 
dry for a few hours. 
 
5. To make the jammy middle biscuits, dust the biscuits with holes in the middle with a heavy coating of icing sugar. Spread 
the jam or curd generously over the whole biscuits, then sandwich the dusted biscuits on top of them. 
 
Recipe from Good Food magazine, March 2018 

Short Mat Bowls – An Apology 
 

 
 

After publication we noticed that there was an error on 
page 12 of the Feb / March issue of the village news under 

the Drayton Parslow Short Mat Bowls section. 
 

It said that all profits will go to Florence Nightingale Hospice 
which is incorrect as the Short Mat Bowls is for the village 
community and has nothing to do with fundraising for any 

charity. 
 

We apologise for this error which happened when we were 
moving items around at the last moment. 

  
Sally & Claire 



 

 

Thank you to everyone that has been dropping off 
their cardboard boxes @ 52 Main Road. They are 

proving very useful for posting items so please keep 
them coming.  

 
The majority of what we send are small parcels so 

the boxes need to be no bigger than; Length 45cm x 
Width 35cm x Depth 16cm, however the larger 

boxes are also good for posting the occasional funny 
shaped items we sell! 

 
Emily Sutherby - Online Sales Manager, Florence 

Nightingale Hospice. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DebbieDuz Dog 

Grooming 
 

Professional NPTC City and 
Guilds qualified dog groomer 
catering for all aspects of dog 

grooming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tel: 01296 728672 
 

Mobile: 07927195345 
 

Email: debchlo@hotmail.com 
 

 
Had a long and busy day at work, feeling achy 
and stressed or do you take part in sports or 
recently had an injury? Why not try a Sports 
Massage? Massage has wide reaching 
benefits such as; relaxation, muscular tension 



 

 
       

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

FOR ALL OF YOUR DOMESTIC CLEANING  
 

YOUR LOCAL STEWKLEY BASED COMPANY 
 

CHOOSE FROM WEEKLY OR FORTNIGHTLY 
 

FULLY INSURED 
 

ALL STAFF POLICE CHECKED 
 

ALL CLEANING MATERIALS PROVIDED 
CONTACT CHRIS STEVENITT FOR MORE INFORMATION ON: 

OFFICE: 01525-242042  
OR   

MOBILE: 07850-540393 
 

EMAIL: chris@exquisitecleaning.co.uk 
 

www.exquisitecleaning.co.uk 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Paul Eveling 
 Domestic Electrical Services 

 
All types of domestic electrical 

Work carried out.  
No call out charges 

Free Quotations 
Friendly Local Electrician 

Part P Approved  
 

Additional Sockets / Lights, Exterior / Security Lighting, 
Fault Rectification, Electric Showers, Fuse Box Upgrades. 

 

88 Westbrook End 
Newton Longville  

Tel Home: 01908 649143 
Mob: 07541025351 

e-mail paul@evelingelectrical.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Softscape Horticulture 
“The Art of Cultivation” 

 
Local Garden Service  

 
Garden Consultation : 
 
A visit to your garden aimed at those who want to garden themselves 
but need some guidance.  Softscape will explain what you need to do 
and when and how you do it.  Advice includes:  

 
 Plant identification  problems and care 
 Pruning and training techniques 
 Planting advice and more……. 

 
A consultation in your garden – 30 mins £15.00 
 
Annual Contract Garden Maintenance :  
From £80.00 per month 
 
Garden Work :  
£25.00 per hour 
 

Pruning   Lawn Care   Border Preparation  
Planting   Weeding   Leaf Clearance 

Established 2001 
 

Qualifications:   
Royal Horticultural Society 
General Examination in Horticulture (2000)                         
Bsc (Hons) Geography (Exeter) (1997) 
IHRS Certificate in Viticulture (2012)  
 
 
 
Jon Barraclough  
Steeple Claydon, Buckinghamshire 
 
Tel : 07950 341399 / 01296 738353 
Email : softscape@hotmail.com 
 

 



 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES AND WANTED ADS 
 
BABYSITTING & ODD JOBS! 
 
Emily Sutherby: 07702 138772 
 
Chloe Humphreys: 07927 
195345 
 
Emily Hunter: 07716 486990 
emilyvictoria10@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Neve Skeggs: 07783 959874  
 
Iona Stepney: 07712 322592 
 
COMPUTER SERVICES 
Comput@mation 
Computer support and 
after-sales services. 
John Wallace,  
Mob: 07968 536068 
Tel: 01525 261381 
Fax: 0871 528 4646 
john@computamation.co.uk 
 
DOMESTIC SERVICES  
See advert inside from 
Exquisite Cleaning 
 
GARDEN SERVICES 
Softscape Horticulture 
Garden Consultancy and 
Maintenance. Border work, 
mowing, planting & advice. 
Based in Steeple Claydon. Call 
Jon on 01296 738353 or 07950 
341399 
 
Potash Plants 
Beautiful plants on your 
doorstep 
Stewkley Road, Drayton 
Parslow  01296 720578  
www.potashplants.co.uk 
 

PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
A TOUCH OF PAINT 
Mick’s Back In The Village! 
Your ex-Drayton postie is 
back to painting and 
decorating.  
Please call for details. 
Michael (Mick) Vincent 
Mob: 07715 276046 
Tel: 01908 415349 
atouchofpaint@btinternet.com 
 
PICTURE FRAMING 
Country Frame 
Est 1984, quality framing in 
Stewkley. Mount cutting, 
needle-work stretching.  Call 
Paul Body 01525 240163 or 
07771 508805  
10 Fishweir (off Chapel 
Square), Stewkley LU7 0HB 
Please call before visiting 
www.countryframe.co.uk 
 
PROPERTY SERVICES 
FULLY QUALIFIED CARPENTER 
Kitchens, bedrooms, 
bathrooms etc. Small building 
works and property repairs. 
Contact Dave Reid on 07939 
146630 or 01525 
279524. Email: 
davereid935@btinternet.com 
 
TUITION 
121 Tuition in Maths, Science 
& English 
Maths, Science/Physics: 
KS1-4, Also 11+. Qualified 121 
tutor with CRB. 
Roger Crews 07946 568153 
rcrews@btinternet.com 
 
 
 
 

TO RECEIVE VILLAGE NEWS BY 
E-MAIL –  

IN COLOUR – CONTACT SALLY   
dpvillagenews@outlook.com 

 to be added to the list. 
You will still receive the hard 
copy as well, but the e-mail 
version is available around a 

week before the printed 
copy. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Advertising rates: 
Classified listing £30 per 

year 
Boxed advert £60 per year 

(6 issues) 
One-off boxed ads £12 

 

For Sale/Wanted items: 
£2 DP residents, £4 Non-

residents 
 

Please contact Sally on 
dpvillagenews@outlook.com 

 
 

DP  
Go Green 

 

Have you got anything going 
spare that other villagers 

might have a use for? e.g. top 
soil, turf, paint, carpet  

 
Contact us at 

dpvillagenews@outlook.com (no 
charge from us if no charge 

from you) 



Three Schools Update 
 

NNSPCC Number Day 

On Friday, 2nd February all the children across the Three 
Schools enjoyed taking part in the NSPCC Maths day. The 
array of costumes was spectacular. We had calculators, 
talking clocks, number Ninjas and a range of heroes 
including: Super Seven and Zero hero. 

In KS1 it was lovely to see the year 1 and 2 children working 
together to battle it out in, ’Who wants to be a Maths 
Millionaire?’ The year 2 children also had lots of fun applying 
their knowledge of measures to baking cakes.  

They were delicious. (I had to taste them just to check they were okay!!)  

Mr May had to have his thinking cap on as lots of the children took the 
opportunity to challenge him to a number bond duel or a times table battle. 
Foundation stage did numerous numeracy activities including creating numbers 
outside on the playground and cracking number codes.  

In KS2 the children went on scavenger hunts, completed different one minute 
challenges and Mr Mitchell’s favourite was the Countdown Number round.  

Mrs Martin 

Young Voices 2018—A pupil perspective (Lyla and Darcy – Year 6) 

On Monday 5th February, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Morris and Mrs Wilford took 26 Year 5 and 6 students 
to the O2 Arena, London, to perform in the Young Voices 2018 concert. The concert began at 
7:00pm precisely so there was little time to rehearse but somehow, they were word and action 
perfect by the end.  

The 7891-person choir (which was conducted by the legendary David Lawrence) performed 
alongside professionals such as dance group Urban Strides and singer Natalie Williams. The 
students said that it was an extraordinary experience unlike any other and they have all been left 
with many happy memories. Everyone enjoyed it despite the late night.  

  

 



Mousefest Weekend 
Holy Trinity Church 

Drayton Parslow  
 
 

‘An Extraordinary 

Celebration of 

Craft & Church Mice’ 
 

Fun for all the family 
Over 200 mice! 

 

Sat 14th & Sun 15th April 
1.30 - 6pm 

 

Adults £3 / Children £1 / Under 5’s free 
(Children must be accompanied by an adult) 

 

Teas/Books and Children’s Mouse Craft 
in Village Hall from 2pm 


