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Wishing all the villagers and those 
involved in the Village News, be it  
distributing, printing, advertising  
or contributing, a Merry Christmas 
and Happy and Healthy 2020. 
 

Sally, Claire & Andy 

NEXT ISSUE 
Contributions, articles and photos for the 

October/November issue by no later than Friday 
January 3rd 2020 please to the Village News mailbox 

dpvillagenews@outlook.com or by hand to Sally 
Wallis (10 Prospect Close) or Claire Darnley (Tamara, 

3b Main Road). 
If you want to speak to either of us, please contact 

Sally on 720030 or Claire on 720383. 

DRAYTON DIARY 

December 

7th Seniors Christmas Lunch, DPSSC 

8th Carol Service, Baptist Chapel 

12th Christmas Wreath Workshop – see page 19 

14th Bingo, DPSSC (Prize bingo for charity) 

21st Children’s Christmas Party 

22nd DP Singers Christmas Concert – see page 20 

24th Christingle. Holy Trinity 3pm 

January 

11th Trivia Night – see page 7 

18th Bingo, DPSSC 

  
 

 
 
 
 

Drayton Parslow Village School needs your help to collect 
book tokens from the Sun newspaper. 

 

The Sun is offering primary schools the chance to claim 
a set of free Collins Big Cat books for schools worth 
over £600 by collecting tokens which are printed in The 
Sun every day from Saturday, November 23rd2019 – 
Saturday, January 18th, 2020.   
 
If you read or know of anyone who has this paper, 
please would you save the tokens and either give them 
to a parent or post them through the letter box of 
Drayton Parslow school. 

FEDORIW CHARITY CHRISTMAS LIGHT 

SWITCH ON  

This will be on Saturday 30th November at 6pm. 

The usual mulled wine, sausage rolls and mince pies 

will be on sale with all proceeds going to Florence 

Nightingale Hospice. 

Hopefully Drayton Parslow’s very own G ELVIS will 

be there to entertain. 

See you all there. 
 

 

mailto:dpvillagenews@outlook.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+church+pictures&view=detailv2&&id=A58D8273A59A08F728FB0F28C5F4137683AFD532&selectedIndex=10&ccid=H1gtSDKG&simid=608008194550925606&thid=OIP.M1f582d4832860db03269f3dc4bed3c81o0


The next of our series of features on members of the 

local community: 

Let’s spend 30 minutes with… 

Ralph Walduck 

Ralph has lived in the village all his life. A Luton Town 

supporter, he played in goal for Drayton and Mursley 

football teams and cricket for Drayton. He attended 

Drayton Village school until he was 11 and then went on 

to Wilton School in Bletchley (now Lord Grey).  

He was a key member of the VPA from a young man 

until his late 60’s. 

He recently married, Doreen, his partner of 17 years. 

 
1. How long have you lived in Drayton Parslow? 

I was born in the same house as I am in today 76 years 

ago. 

 

2. What do you like best about living in Drayton 

Parslow? 

Friendly people and such good neighbours. 

 

3. What is your favourite event held in the village?  
The VPA show and it hurts me so much that I cannot 

help now I am disabled. I ran the Whist Drive for years 

but it had to come to an end. 

 

4. What is your favourite book / books? 

 

My favourite 

books are those 

written by Lee 

Child and 

James 

Patterson.  
 

 

 

 

5. Who is your favourite celebrity chef & why? 

I have no favourites; I just like to watch everyone 

cooking! 

6. The film you can watch again & again? 

 

Top Gun, anything with action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What is the best job you have ever had? 

I worked all my life at Wolverton Rail Depot. Loved it. 

 
 

8.What is your favourite place to visit? 

When Doreen and I got together her daughter and son-

in-law took us on lots of cruises. The Caribbean was 

lovely. 

 
 

9. Who would be your special guests at a dinner? 

 

Andre Rieu, his music is wonderful. 



 

Holy Trinity News 

 

 

As I sit and write an article in October for the 
Christmas newssheet I realise that I have thought a lot 
about Christmas already because my wife and I are 
about to travel to the Holy Land as a Ruby Wedding 
celebration. 
 
One reason for going, apart from the spiritual 
experience of pilgrimage, is to get a better 
understanding of first century Jerusalem and Galilee, 
together with Bethlehem, just 6½ miles from the 
temple site.  
 
Excavating 20 centuries of accumulated layers of 
debris – physical, political, religious – is very difficult, 
but when all’s been said and done, it’s important not 
to lose sight of the facts of Jesus’ life in the midst of 
the weird and wonderful ways people have chosen to 
remember them in the buildings and legends that 
have been erected around them! 
 
Something I’ve already noted in preparation is that 
there are caves everywhere: caves for hiding, caves 
for storage, caves for hermits, caves for loos, caves for 
dwellings, caves for tombs, caves, caves, and more 
caves! So clay-brick houses were often built on to 
existing caves providing cheap, rough space, used for 
storage and stabling for domestic animals.  
 
So it could be, that Joseph and Mary, while staying at 
the ‘journey-breaking’ place of his extended family in 
Bethlehem, there was no ‘spot or space’ away from 
other people for the privacy of a birth except for the 
cave at the end with the animals. Immediately we 
have a picture coming together so that misunderstood 
ideas of ‘inn’, ‘stable’, ‘cave’, ‘no room’ of the nativity, 
now make a lot more sense. We plan to visit one such 
reconstructed dwelling while in Nazareth. 
 
I hope that over this Christmas period, and leading up 
to it, you may be minded to dig underneath the tinsel 
and traditional debris of the season to find the real 
Jesus in and through the worship at our churches in 
the village and benefice. I hope you will then find for 

yourself the joy of the shepherds, as they came to find 
the same Jesus in a cave in a mud-brick house 20 
centuries ago. 
 

with Advent and Christmas blessings, David 
Associate Minister, 5 Parishes. 

HOLY TRINITY SERVICE DATES 

December  

1st 9:30 am Family Service 

8th 9:30 am Holy Communion 

15th No Service 

22nd 6:00pm Drayton Parslow Singers  
Christmas Concert 

24th 3:00 pm Christingle 

25th 9:30 am Christmas Communion 

29th 10:00 Informal Benefice Service 

January  

3th 9:30 am Family Service 
 

Abigail Myers’ World Challenge Update 
On the 12th August I got back from my 3-week trip to Nepal.  
 
During the trip I experienced much  
more than I thought I would before  
I went. The views were incredible,  
the trek was more challenging and  
the overall culture both on trek,  
project and in Kathmandu.  
 
The project was my favourite part  
because I felt like I had  
accomplished something after  
finishing re-painting the climbing  
frame and the other half of the  
group digging a trench for some  
water piping allowing the school to  
have more accessible water.  
 
The best part was being able to play with the children after 
they finished school. We taught them games from our 
childhood and they taught us some of theirs.  

 
When I got back home I did a 
presentation to the people at 
the Baptist Chapel because 
they donated me £100.  
 
This was a way of 
thanking them.  
 
Abi 
 
 

 

 

other 



HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 
 
Thank you to all who attended our Harvest service with 
breakfast - £30.40 was raised for Christian Aid.  Due to 
the colder dark evenings, the Wednesday Quiet Hour is 
cancelled until next year. 
 
At the time of writing we look forward to a Teas in the 
Church event on 3rd November when Christmas cards will 
be on sale to support Florence Nightingale Hospice, and 
we also look forward to another Christmas Wreath 
Workshop scheduled for Thursday 12th December.  

 
Toilet Extension update 
Thank you to the over 150 people who signed up to indicate support for the proposed extension 
which incorporates a disabled toilet and kitchen following the presentations given in April this year.  
 
We now have all the building approvals in place and have raised nearly £50,000 in the five years 
since we initiated the project: 
 

• £20,585 from Drayton donations and fund-raising events 

• £13,200 from Holy Trinity Church Maintenance Fund 

• £5,000  from The Roger and Jean Jefcoate Trust 

• £5,518 from The Listed Places of Worship 

• £2,500 from St Faiths Church Newton Longville who have recently installed a toilet and kitchen 

• £2,000 from the Oxford Diocese 
 
However our local quantity surveyor’s detailed costings now indicate a project cost of £140,000. This 
is higher than we had hoped but necessary to conform with the heritage and planner’s requirements. 
 
We have submitted applications to a number of larger grant awarding bodies for funding which 
together with further local fund raising we hope will secure the additional £90,000 we need to fund the 
project. If all goes well we would like to start building in 2020. 
 
If you have any questions, comments or are able to contribute in anyway please contact 
Richard Wemyss 720741or Wendy Preston 720426 who are leading the fund raising on behalf 
of Holy Trinity, Drayton Parslow. Letters of support can be sent to Holly Rise. 8 Main Road, 
Drayton Parslow, MK17 0JS.   
 
We thank you for your support. 
 
 
 

GREENACRE HALL 

 

Looking to hold a Class?  We have availability at  

the hall and can offer free starter sessions to help  

you get your class established. 

 

For information and hall bookings telephone Carol 01296 720741   

 



 

DRAYTON PARSLOW BAPTIST CHAPEL 

 

With grateful thanks to Sue Sparling for taking our Harvest Festival service on September 22nd where we 

welcomed our friends from neighbouring chapels to our congregation. 

Thank you for the donations to the Chapel display and Milton Keynes Food Bank, also to all the cooks for their 

delicious cakes for our tea after the service. A total of £280 raised for Chapel funds. 

Services for December 2019 & January 2020 
December 1st 11am  Service taken by the congregation 

December 8th 2:30pm Carol Service, Liz Carter-Gates 

January 5th 11am  Service taken by the congregation 

 

Any enquiries concerning the Chapel, please contact: Mrs J McCall 720486 or Mrs E Mallick   720666 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2019 
 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them. 
 

The Remembrance Service, which was held at the War Memorial, was led by Revd. Jackie Brown. Helen New 

read the British Legion Passage of Remembrance and The Kohima Epitaph, the lesson was read by Mac  and 

Jessica Lee read out the names of the war fallen of Drayton Parslow. John Preston and John Perry read the 

prayers. The wreath was laid by Deborah O’Brien and a second wreath was laid by Harry North and Evelyn 

Burden on behalf of the children from the village school.  The Drayton Parslow Singers supported the singing of 

the hymns and also sang Abide With Me.  
 

Thank you to everyone who took part in the service and  

also Steve and Denise from the Three Horseshoes for  

providing refreshments afterwards.  
 

I would also like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the  

Royal British Legion, to thank the team of volunteers for all  

their efforts during this year’s door to door collections  

and to thank everyone who gave so generously to the  

Poppy Appeal Fund. I’m pleased to announce that we collected 

a grand total of £650.66. 
 

Finally, my own special thanks to Helen New for all the help and 

support she gives me with the Poppy Appeal, including counting  

the collection money. 
 

Liz Carter-Gates 



Drayton Parslow Sports & Social Club 

The Recreation Ground, Main Road, Drayton Parslow, MK17 0JR 

 

Upcoming Events 

We are delighted to be the venue for the forthcoming VPA Christmas Fayre (Sun 24th Nov), the Festive Lunch (Sat 7th 

Dec) and the Children’s Christmas Party (Sat 21st Dec).  Please see elsewhere within Village News for full details of 

these events. 

 

Regular Events 

There are lots of clubs and activities running out of the Sports & Social club.  Key sessions are: 

Day Time Event 

Tuesdays 9-11am Mobile Post Office 
 

Tuesdays 8-10pm Whist Drive 
All welcome. 

Wednesdays AM, PM & EVE Abbey Smith Bridge Club. 
More details can be found on www.bridgewebs.com/abbeysmith 
 

Thursdays AM & EVE 

Fridays PM 

Fridays EVE Local Cards Players  
Petanque 

Saturdays Monthly, 7-
10pm 

Bingo.    
Doors open 7pm, eyes down 8pm.  The bar is open and the Fish & Chip van will be 
in attendance.  Next dates are 14 Dec 2019, 18 Jan 2020, 15 Feb 2020, 14 Mar 
2020, 18 Apr 2020 

Sundays 12-2pm Open Bar session. 
Petanque Court Open 
All welcome.   

 

Hall Hire 

Subject to diary availability, the clubhouse remains available to hire.  With a lovely view over the Cricket / Rec 

ground, we have a large, spacious hall with kitchen, ladies/gents/disabled toilet facilities, Bar facilities, and outdoor 

space to the rear of the club. 

 

Hall Hire charges are fixed at £10 per hour (if the bar is required, there is an incremental hourly charge, charged 

according to the number of bar staff needed).  A non-refundable deposit and hire agreement form are required for 

all bookings.  Please contact Sarah Norman on 07970 820342 for hire availability.  

  

 

http://www.bridgewebs.com/abbeysmith


 

Update on Neighbourhood Plan 

As you will recall from the last update, the draft plan was re-submitted to AVDC on 2 July - and our 

small band of DP warriors were feeling upbeat and positive as we were hitting our self-imposed 

deadlines and had made all amendments to the recommendations advised by AVDC. 

 

We have now received the further and much delayed response from AVDC. Frustratingly they have 

raised other issues for us to address that had not been raised in any previous advisory submission. 

This additional and unexpected work - combined with the 12-week delay in the response from 

AVDC - means that we are now unfortunately behind with our timeline. 

 

However, by the time of you reading this update, we will have submitted a further draft that 

addresses each of the new issues raised by AVDC.  

 

Eventually we will have ticked all the boxes, jumped through all the hoops and become expert and 

shooting at a moving goal! If nothing else, we retain a sense of humour - and we thank you for your 

patience. Please rest assured we are doing our very best and will keep digging in and ploughing on! 

 

We will, as ever, keep you fully informed of progress.  
 

The DP Neighbourhood Planning Group The Greenacre Hall 
For information and hall bookings telephone Carol 01296 720741 

 

Trivia Night with Hot Supper 2020 

Our Village Quiz Night is on Saturday, January 11th at 7pm.  Tickets are £16 per head with teams 

of 6.  As usual there will be a two-course hot supper and a very reasonable bar.   

Tickets sell out fast so to book a table please email spiddock@john-lewis.com 

 

The Yoga Rose - Saturdays 10.00 – 11.00 am 
Contact Rose: 07872 632580 / Rose@Astongrange.net 

 

Crouching Peacock Yoga - Wednesdays 20.30 to 21.30pm 
Contact Angela: 07966 484 258 / crouchingpeacockyoga@outlook.com 

 

Short Mat Bowls 
Mondays & Wednesdays 2.30-4.30 pm - £2 per session.   

 

If you haven’t played before, please come along and give 

it a go (coaching available). 

New and experienced players welcome. 

    

. 

mailto:spiddock@john-lewis.com
mailto:Rose@Astongrange.net


 
 
 
 
 

Your December Garden    Gardening Advice from Gill Gallon,  
       Potash Nursery www.potashplants.co.uk 
 

Frost, rainfall and winds are increasingly common now, sunshine hours are much 
reduced and it can be bitter with a risk of snow. Make the most of mild days to just get 
outside and fill your lungs with some fresh air. And on other days catch up on the boring 
repair and maintenance jobs that have been avoided all year! 
 
Plants of the Moment – Festive Favourites 
Our two traditional Christmas favourites – Holly and Ivy come in a wide 
range of wonderful evergreen varieties, with many with beautiful variegated 
leaves to cheer both our gardens and houses over the festive season. Fruits 
and berries provide seasonal food for hungry birds, but if you are quick you’ll 
get a few sprigs to enjoy indoors. Some favourite holly varieties 
include ‘Golden King’, a berrying female variety, ‘J.C. van Tol’ a self-fertile 
berrying female variety, and ‘Silver Queen’ and Hedgehog Holly (Ilex ‘Ferox Argentea’) 
both male variety with no berries. Ivy’s can be either climbing or spreading, both self-
cling and include the large leaved Hedera colchica ‘Dentata Variegata’, Hedera ‘Sulphur 
Heart’ (also sometimes called ‘Paddy’s Pride’), H. ‘Glacier’ a versatile variegated variety, 
often used in indoor arrangements and the common ivy, Hedera helix with its 
wonderful berries for Christmas arrangements. 
 
Jobs for the garden 
1. Plant hardy trees, shrubs, roses, climbers and perennials, providing the soil isn’t 
frozen solid or waterlogged but keep off heavy clay soils if it is as you can damage the 
soil structure. 
2. Move deciduous small trees, shrubs and climbers that are growing in the wrong place 
and tie wall shrubs and climbers onto their supports to protect them from wind 
damage. 
3. Deadhead winter-flowering pansies to keep them flowering during mild weather. 
4. Continue to tidy up beds and borders, clearing away dead and dying leaves and faded 
flower stems and apply a thick mulch to protect the roots of borderline hardy plants. 
5. It’s not too late to take hardwood cuttings of various deciduous shrubs and soft fruit. 
6. Prune established, free-standing apple and pear trees if they need it. 
7. Prune red, white and blackcurrants, gooseberries and grape vines. 
8. Stake Brussels sprout plants that are vulnerable to wind rock. 
9. Continue feeding wild birds with high-energy bird foods to help them through the 
winter, make sure bird baths and other water sources for wild birds are kept from 
freezing over. 
10. Carefully melt frozen ponds with a pan of hot water. Don’t smash the ice – this can 
harm the fish. 
 

Wishing all our lovely customers, and those who haven’t visited us yet, a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 
P.S. Although we are closed in January and February, if you would like to visit the 

Nursery, just give us a call and we will arrange to open for you. 

http://www.potashplants.co.uk/


VPA News 

After a short rest after the Summer Show the 

VPA team have been out and about trying to add 

to the Village charm. 

On a very wet Saturday we trimmed back the 

trees and bushes along the verge behind the 

wildflower beds. You don’t realise how much 

excess growth there is until you start to cut it 

back!  Hopefully it looks a bit neater now and 

also helps with visibility on that part of the main 

road.  Many thanks to David North for supplying 

the trailer for us to fill with all the rubbish and 

for disposing of it for us. 

Thank you, David, and also Kirsty Foley for letting 

us put the last little bits in her brown bin. 

We have also been busy making flower beds 

around the War Memorial area and planting 

them up with some winter violas to make it look 

a bit more cheerful.  Thank you to Nigel Fedoriw 

for trimming the large conifer trees at the War 

Memorial, not an easy job but completed 

without accident (and not too much swearing!!) 

They are neat and tidy now, ready for the 

Christmas lights. 

In the next few weeks we are hoping to plant 

some more daffodil bulbs around the village so 

look out for the flowers next spring. 

Don’t forget to book a place for your 

child/children at the VPA Christmas party on 

Saturday 21st December, hopefully Santa can 

spare some time to come and visit the children! 

Places are £5 each, this includes party food, craft 

activities and a visit to Santa in his Grotto. Spaces 

limited so book early. 

The VPA team would like to wish everyone a 

Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Thank you for your support in 2019 and we look 

forward to seeing you all at our events 

throughout 2020. 

Drayton Parslow Cricket Club 

Season Report 2019

 
After winning the Four Counties Cricket League (FCCL) 

division 5 title last season, Drayton Parslow Cricket Club 

(DPCC) played in division 4 with high hopes of staying 

up.  
 

Due to some great cricket DPCC became champions of 

division 4, giving the club back to back promotion as 

champions. 
 

The opening game of the season was against MK City. 

DPCC got off to a ropey start, scoring 134 runs. 

Then with good bowling from Terry Dickens 3-10, and 

Jamie Abbott 4-35, MK City were all out for 75. 
 

Against Elstow, DPCC batted first and scored 252.  

Irfan Javed - 46, Jigar Patel – 45, Zaheer Mahmood – 68, 

and Andy Willlis – 39. Elstow were all out for 81, Terry 

Dickens 4-19, Hasan Ali 3-2. 
 

Against Thurleigh, DPCC scored 207. Terry Dickens – 48, 

Thurleigh all out for 90. Jamie Abbott 5-10. 
 

In the return fixture, on a difficult wicket, DPCC were all 

out for 111. Fortunately, DPCC bowled Thurleigh out for 

83. 
 

Against local rivals Stoke Hammond, DPCC, scored 225 

for 7. Irfan Javed – 73, Hassan Ali – 50. Stoke Hammond 

were then bowled out for 81. Jon Adams 4-20, Terry 

Dickens 5-26. 
 

On a very interesting pitch, at Whitchurch, DPCC were 

bowled out for 151. Jon Adams and Andy Willis both 

scoring 24. Whitchurch were then bowled out for 114, 

with Terry Dickens taking 6-9 off 9 overs. 
 

In the return match, DPCC needed 1 point to be 

champions of the division. Having reached 100 for the 1 

point they were champions. DPCC finished on 201 and 

Whitchurch were all out for 80. 

Terry Dickens 5-18, Jon Adams 3-36. 
 

Against Olney Town, who set 190 runs to chase, Paras 

Keshav scored a fantastic 100 not out 
 

Club Secretary, Lesley Willis 



Three Schools News 

EYFS Visit the Post Office  

This week in Foundation Stage we have been learning about where 

we live. The children wrote a letter and addressed the envelope to 

send home. We then visited Swanbourne Post Office where each child 

bought their own stamp and the posted the letter in the Post Box. Our 

second class post was very speedy as most of the letters arrived the 

very next day! (Mrs Sandmann—EYFS Leader)  

 

Year 5 visit RAF Halton  

On Tuesday 8th October, Year 5 pupils enjoyed an exciting 

and educational visit to RAF Halton. Whilst at the base, they 

were able to get their hands on some of the exhibits in the 

Trenchard Museum as well as, learning from the museum 

specialists about WW1 and the history of aviation. After 

lunch, the pupils were taken to a real-life WW1 training 

trench, which was used to train around 22,000 new recruits 

before they left to fight in France and Belgium. This was a 

very enriching experience for us all and it has helped to 

deepen our understanding of WW1. (Mr Mitchell—Year 5 

Teacher)  

 Can you help influence our pupils in their career choices?  

• Do you have a job that you are passionate and excited about? 

• Would you like to share this passion to influence our pupils to aspire to such a career? 

• Would you like to dispel any myths or stereotypes surrounding your chosen career?  

• Would you be happy to come into school to share your path to your chosen career? 

• Does your employer promote the opportunity for ‘outreach programmes’ in school? 
 

At the Three Schools we are passionate about expanding the horizons of all pupils and invite parents, 

family members, friends and members of our local community to come into school o share their story 

surrounding their chosen career path and answer questions from our KS1 and KS2 pupils.  

Our aim is to introduce our children to a range of career opportunities and successful professionals 

working in different roles and industries. We want to help our children to increase both their 

awareness of the opportunities open to them and to inspire them for the future, to ensure they to take 

full advantage of their education and look towards exciting and ambitious careers.   

If you would be interested to come into the Three Schools to talk about your career, why you believe it 

is exciting, interesting and would like to inspire our pupils to follow your lead into this area, please 

contact Mr May via the school offices;  

• Swanbourne—office@swanbourne.bucks.sch.uk 

• Mursley—office@mursley.bucks.sch.uk 

• Drayton Parslow—office@draytonparslow.bucks.sch.uk 



You Might Like This… 
Here are reviews and suggestions by local  

residents of things you might like to try: 

 

A Good Read 
Sheila Lester recommends… 

 

THE ROSIE PROJECT  

By Graeme Simsion 
 

I stumbled upon this book a few years back and loved it.  One 

of the few books I have reread and enjoyed all over again.  

Definitely a laugh out loud, feel good, sometimes moving and 

very entertaining read. 

Set in Australia, the story is 

centred on Don Tillman, a 

Professor of Genetics, 39 years 

old who has only been kissed 

once by a woman.  He has few 

friends and is uncomfortable in 

social situations.  Don’s mind is 

not wired like other people’s 

(probably undiagnosed 

Asperger’s Syndrome) and 

needs life to be predictable, 

therefore, he lives by strict rules 

with tasks timed to the minute. 

He cannot deal with the unexpected. He is advised that he 

should find a wife and so he sets out to find a suitable mate 

by devising a 16 page scientifically researched questionnaire 

to filter out unsuitable women and avoid time wasting on 

unnecessary dates, with some surprising and very funny 

results. 

Trouble comes into his life when he meets Rosie, through the 

intervention of a friend. She wants to trace her biological 

father.  Don suggests DNA profiling and the pair set out to 

obtain samples from unsuspecting potential candidates. This 

leads to misunderstandings, learning how to mix cocktails, 

serious trouble at work and much more. 

Don is highly intelligent, compulsive and honest; he seeks 

guidance from a friend on what is correct behaviour and tries 

to learn how to adhere to the conventional norm but gets 

into to all sorts of trouble simply by trying to do the right 

thing.   

The book is well written, very funny and, yes, an easy read 

for when you need something to brighten your day.  I highly 

recommend this as a good read. 

Sheila 

 

A Good Read for children 5 and 

above (& adults too) 
 

Oliver Colborne-Baber recommends… 

 

THE INHERITANCE CYCLE 

By Christopher Paolini 
 

There are 4 books in the series - Eragon, Eldest, Brisinger and 

Inheritance. 

The books are based on the story of a long-lost group of men 

who are dragon-riders. A boy (Eragon) discovers a precious 

stone in the forest which turns out to be a dragon’s egg. It 

hatches and Saphira is the dragon which emerges. Eragon 

and Saphira join forces with other dragons and their riders to 

fight an evil dragon rider who is Lord of the Empire. This is to 

bring peace to all races who live in the land of Alagaesia. 

There are many stages to the journey each fraught with a 

different danger.  

 

I was so enthusiastic about reading these books I gave them 

to my father to read.  He sums the books up as a cross 

between Lord of the Rings and Star Wars.  

 

I hope you enjoy them as much as I did. 

 

Oliver 

Why don’t you try your hand at a review of something you 

would like to share with other villagers? 

 

It might be a book, a film, a day out, an activity, an 

exhibition, a recipe or anything else you think people 

might like to hear about as after all its your village news. 

You can email, call or drop a note through one of our doors 

and we will include it in the next edition - See page 1 for 

contact details 

 



 Community engagement around 

the Ox-Cam Arc 
 

The Parish Council received the following: 

 

My name is Stephanie, Project Lead at Community 

Impact Bucks. We are a Buckinghamshire charity 

whose mission is to inspire voluntary and 

community action in Buckinghamshire. We support 

and enable people and groups to get involved and 

make a difference in their communities. 

 

I am writing to you regarding the proposals for the 

Oxford-Cambridge 

Expressway<https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/c

ambridge-oxford-expressway>, also known as the 

Ox-Cam Arc. We are aware that the proposals may 

mean significant changes to your local area in 

Drayton Parslow and/or surrounding areas. 

  

A formal consultation has not yet been held. We 

are looking to identify communities in Bucks that 

feel that they have not yet had their voices heard, 

who would be interested in learning skills to do this. 

 

Do you think Drayton Parslow residents would be 

interested in attending free training sessions in your 

local area on the principles and skills of Community 

Organising, delivered by qualified trainers? 

Community Organising is the work of bringing 

people together to take action around their common 

views and/or concerns. CIB has successfully used 

these in other parts of the county to bring local 

communities together around issues that affect 

them. We are looking to find out if these 

principles/skills would be useful for communities 

potentially affected by the Arc, but first need to see 

if this is something communities would like to 

explore. 

 

Stephanie Thompson 

Project Officer, Community Impact Bucks - A Better 

Life Together 

 

If anyone is interested in attending these free 

training sessions then please email 

draytonparslowclerk@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Christmas Recipe from BBC Good Food 

Gingerbread stained-glass biscuits 
Bake these pretty gingerbread biscuits with a stained-

glass centre as treats at Christmas time with the kids. 

They make great presents for friends and family. 

Level: Easy  

 

Makes: 30  

 

Prep: 40 mins plus chilling 

 

Cook: 5-6 mins 
 

Ingredients 

• 175g dark soft brown sugar 

• 85g golden syrup 

• 100g unsalted butter 

• 2-3 tsp ground ginger 

• 350g plain flour, plus extra to dust 

• 1 tsp bicarbonate of soda 

• 1 large egg, lightly beaten 

• clear fruit-flavoured boiled sweets (don’t use anything with 

a soft centre) 

• white icing, to decorate 

You will need: Star and/or snowflake cutter 

 

Method 

1. Heat the sugar, golden syrup and butter in a pan until 

melted. Mix the ginger and flour in a large bowl and make 

a well in the centre. Add the bicarbonate of soda to the 

melted mixture and stir – it will fizz a little – then pour into 

the flour mixture with the egg. Stir to combine. The mix 

will be soft but will firm up as it cools. 
 

2. Scoop the mixture into a box or fridge bag and chill for at 

least 1 hr until firm enough to roll out.  
 

3. Heat oven to 190C/170C fan/gas 5. Turn the dough out 

onto a lightly floured surface and cut in half. Briefly knead 

the first piece, then roll it on a lightly floured surface to 

2mm thick. Cut into shapes with snowflake or star cutters 

about 12cm across, then transfer to lined baking sheets, 

leaving a little room for them to spread. Cut a window out 

of each biscuit using another cutter about 6cm across, 

then add a sweet to the centre. 
 

4. If the sweets are large, chop them up first – you’ll have to 

judge by the size of the hole. (Don’t be tempted to add too 

much or it will spill over the edge.) If you plan to hang the 

biscuits, make a small hole in the top of each one using 

the end of a piping nozzle (the hole will close up a little so 

make sure it’s big enough). Repeat with remaining dough.  
 

5. Bake in batches for 5-6 mins or until they darken slightly 

and the sweets have melted. If the holes have closed up, 

remake them while the biscuits are warm. Leave to cool 

and harden up completely before moving them. Don’t 

forget to bake the parts you’ve cut out, too! You can 

decorate the biscuits further by using white piped icing, if 

you like. 

mailto:draytonparslowclerk@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Softscape Horticulture 

“The Art of Cultivation” 

 

Local Garden Services  

Garden Consultation : 

A visit to your garden aimed at those who want to garden 

themselves but need some guidance.  Softscape will explain 

what you need to do and when and how you do it.  Advice 

includes:  

- Plant identification  problems and care 

- Pruning and training techniques 

- Planting advice and more……. 

 

A consultation in your garden – 30 mins £15.00 

Annual Contract Garden Maintenance :  

From £85.00 per month 

Garden Work :  

£27.50 per hour 
 

Pruning   Lawn Care   Border Preparation  

Planting   Weeding   Leaf Clearance 

Established 2001 

Qualifications:   

Royal Horticultural Society 

General Examination in Horticulture (2000)                         

Bsc (Hons) Geography (Exeter) (1997) 

IHRS Certificate in Viticulture (2012)  

 

Jon Barraclough  

Steeple Claydon, Buckinghamshire 

 

Tel : 01296 738353 

Mob: 07950 341399 

Email : softscape@hotmail.com  

Drayton Common Land Trustee Fund Annual Distribution 2019 

If you live in Drayton Parslow and are currently finding it difficult to afford essential things, you might be eligible for a 

grant from the Drayton Common Land Trust Fund. These grant criteria will be as follows: 

The Trustees shall annually apply such rents for the relief of financial hardship, either generally or individually, of 

people in Drayton Parslow Parish by making grants of money for providing or paying for items, services or 

facilities. 

This grant can still take the form of a credit towards electricity bills however the Trustees are now able to consider other 

requests that fit the criteria above. 

Villagers can nominate themselves or can nominate a neighbour, friend or acquaintance who might be reluctant to apply 

on their own behalf. All applications and distributions from the fund are handled in confidence. The closing date for 

applications is 18th November 2019 as the grants will be decided at the meeting on the 25th November 2019.  

To be eligible, even if you have received credits from this Fund in the past, you need to apply in writing to: 

David Perry, Clerk to the Trustees, 1 Stones Way, Drayton Parslow MK17 0LF.  If it is more convenient you may pass you 

letter to a councillor rather than posting or delivering to the above address by hand. 

Please make sure that you include: 

1. Applicant’s full name and address. (Please also provide your own name, address and phone number if you are 

nominating someone else). 

2. Applicant’s telephone number 

3. A brief explanation of why you are requesting a grant 

4. For electricity payments please also include: 

a. Name of electricity provider 

b. Electricity account number 

c. If applicant is on a Meter Payment Card 

5. For other grants further information/invoices may be required as requested by the trustees in order to make 

a payment. 

Applicants will be contacted during December 2019 to tell them whether their application was successful. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
       

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

FOR ALL OF YOUR DOMESTIC CLEANING  
 

YOUR LOCAL STEWKLEY BASED COMPANY 
 

CHOOSE FROM WEEKLY OR FORTNIGHTLY 
 

FULLY INSURED 
 

ALL STAFF POLICE CHECKED 
 

ALL CLEANING MATERIALS PROVIDED 
CONTACT CHRIS STEVENITT FOR MORE INFORMATION ON: 

OFFICE: 01525-242042  
OR   

MOBILE: 07850-540393 
 

EMAIL: chris@exquisitecleaning.co.uk 
 

www.exquisitecleaning.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:chris@exquisitecleaning.co.uk


 

 

 
 

Paul Eveling 
 Domestic Electrical Services 

 
All types of domestic electrical 

Work carried out.  
No call out charges 

Free Quotations 
Friendly Local Electrician 

Part P Approved  
 

Additional Sockets / Lights, Exterior / Security 
Lighting, 

Fault Rectification, Electric Showers, Fuse 
Box Upgrades 

. 

88 Westbrook End 
Newton Longville  

Tel Home: 01908 649143 
Mob: 07541025351 

e-mail paul@evelingelectrical.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:p.eveling@talktalk.net


 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES AND WANTED ADS 

  
 
BABYSITTING & ODD JOBS! 
 
 

Emily Hunter: 07716 486990 
emilyvictoria10@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Neve Skeggs: 07783 959874 
 

 
 
COMPUTER SERVICES 
 
 

Comput@mation 
Computer support and after-sales services. 
John Wallace,  
Mob: 07968 536068 
Tel: 01525 261381 
Fax: 0871 528 4646 
john@computamation.co.uk 

 
 
GARDEN SERVICES 
 
 

Softscape Horticulture 
Garden Consultancy and Maintenance. Border work, 
mowing, planting & advice. Based in Steeple Claydon. 
Call Jon on 01296 738353 or 07950 341399 
 

Potash Plants 
Beautiful plants on your doorstep 
Stewkley Road, Drayton Parslow  01296 720578 
www.potashplants.co.uk 
 

TUITION 
121 Tuition in Maths, Science & English 
Maths, Science/Physics: 
KS1-4, Also 11+. Qualified 121 tutor with CRB. 
Roger Crews 07946 568153 rcrews@btinternet.com 

 
 
PICTURE FRAMING 
 
 

Country Frame 
Est 1984, quality framing in Stewkley. Mount cutting, 
needle-work stretching.   
Call Paul Body 01525 240163 or 07771 508805  
10 Fishweir (off Chapel Square), Stewkley LU7 0HB 
Please call before visiting 
www.countryframe.co.uk 

 
 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
 
 

A TOUCH OF PAINT 
Michael is Back Working In The Village! 
Your ex-Drayton postie is back to painting and 
decorating.  
Contact me for your painting jobs. All painting jobs 
considered –Big or small.  
PERFECTION IS ALWAYS GUARANTEED 
Give me a call for your free quote. Michael Vincent 
Mob: 07715 276046 
Tel: 01908 415349 
atouchofpaint@btinternet.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TO RECEIVE VILLAGE NEWS  
BY E-MAIL –  

IN COLOUR – CONTACT SALLY   
dpvillagenews@outlook.com 

 to be added to the list. 
You will still receive the hard copy as well, but the e-

mail version is available around a week before the 
printed copy. 

 

Advertising rates: 
Classified listing £30 per year 

Boxed advert £60 per year (6 issues) 
One-off boxed ads £12 

 

For Sale/Wanted items: 
£2 DP residents, £4 Non-residents 

 

Please contact Sally on dpvillagenews@outlook.com 
 

DP Go Green 
 

 

Have you got anything going spare that other villagers might have a 
use for? e.g. top soil, turf, paint, carpet 

 

Contact us at dpvillagenews@outlook.com (no charge from us if 
no charge from you 

mailto:emilyvictoria10@hotmail.co.uk
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Christmas Wreath 

   Workshop with Lunch 
 

10.30am Thursday 12th December 

Drayton Parslow Village Hall 
 

 
 

Back for a 4th year by popular demand with Sue Milner 

leading and demonstrating.  Decorations and oasis will be 

provided but any greenery you have would also be welcome. 

Sorry, but this year will be £30.00 due to increased costs. 

  

Includes: 
 

Morning Coffee/Tea and Shortbread 

Homemade Soup Lunch with Breads from The Farm Deli  

and Homemade Mince Pies 
 

 

To book ring Wendy on 720426 or email prestons759@icloud.com 

All proceeds will help fund a toilet extension for Holy Trinity Church 



 

 Christmas 

Concert 

Sunday Dec. 22nd 

6.00pm  

Holy Trinity Church 

mulled wine mince pies  

raffle mini -panto  

entrance free-donations  

to church and choir 

funds 
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