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Looking to hold a Class?  We have availability at the 
hall and can offer free starter sessions to help you 

get your class established. 
For information and hall bookings telephone Carol  

01296 720741 

NEXT ISSUE 
Contributions, articles and photos for the 

December/January issue by no later than Friday 
November 6th 2020 please to the Village News 

mailbox dpvillagenews@outlook.com or by hand to 
Sally Wallis (10 Prospect Close) or Claire Darnley 

(Tamara, 3b Main Road). 
 

If you want to speak to either of us, please contact 
Sally on 720030 or Claire on 720383. 

  
OCTOBER 

COIN JAR COLLECTION  
 
 

We are sure you will all remember that due to Covid there was 
no collection in April but hopefully you still have your coin jars to 
hand ready for the next collection. Our team of collectors are all 
happy to call on you week commencing Sunday 18th October. 
They will knock on your doors, place a container for you to pour 
coins or notes into and wearing masks, stand back.  
Hopefully, this will make everyone feel safe. 
 
What are the coin jar collections used for? 
The Parish Council kindly donates a yearly sum towards 
management of the Churchyard Land but this year there will be a 
shortfall of over one thousand pounds which is normally covered 
by the coin jar collections of £1,300 and money from the Church 
Fete which also goes towards the day to day running costs for 
Gas, Electricity and Insurance. Fund raising events in the local 
community normally contribute £6,000 a year, nearly 35% of the 
annual costs of keeping the church doors open with the other 
65% coming from regular donations, collections at services and 
service fees. 
 
But we’ve all gone cash free and contactless! 
The Church Council are very aware that increasingly people are 
not dealing with cash transactions and this is having a big impact 
on any type of Charity Collecting. Even before Covid, many of us 
had much less spare change than we would have in the past and 
Covid has made this practically zero. So, if in the past you used to 
kindly save your change in the coin jar perhaps you would 
consider donating an equivalent amount by one of the 
alternative methods below? A jar full of coppers is about £3, a 
bit of silver could nudge it towards £5 but whatever you can 
donate will help. 
 
The Church now has a 'Tap and Give' contactless card machine. 
If you would prefer to use this method rather than the twice-
yearly door to door collection, we can easily arrange this, call 
Richard on 720741 or Wendy on 720426. 
 
Alternatively, you can make a bank transfer to Drayton Parslow 
PCC, account 01775362, sort code 30-15-53 with a reference 
COINS. On all donations the church is able to recover an 
additional 25% via the gift aid scheme (GADS). 

 
The Parochial Church Council 

 

mailto:dpvillagenews@outlook.com
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The next of our series of features on members of the 

local community: 

Let’s spend 30 minutes 
with… 

Chris Bateman 
Former rugby player turned 
Sports Therapist helping others 
to recover from injuries, so they 
are able to get back to a pain 
free life again! Also a keen 
allotmenteer growing all things 
heritage and heirloom! 

1. How long have you lived in Drayton Parslow? 

I have lived in North Close all my life being born and 
bred in Drayton Parslow. I attended the Village School 
along with my elder sister before moving to St. Michael’s 
and The Cottesloe School, I then went onto the 
University of Bedfordshire to study a degree in Sports 
Therapy and Rehabilitation. 

2. What do you like best about living in Drayton 
Parslow? 

Being out in the countryside! Its great being able to 
leave your house and walk 5 minutes and you’re 
walking across the fields admiring the beautiful scenery 
and views. The village community is awesome! You can 
rely on your neighbours to help you when needed. The 
village has also been great during lockdown and seeing 
everyone who has an allotment spending so much time 
tending to their vegetables this year and growing so 
much produce! 

3. What is your favourite event held in the village? 

As a keen vegetable grower, it must be the VPA Show! 
I have been entering produce in to the VPA Show since 
I was a child. Taking inspiration from long time village 
vegetable growers such as Ralph, John, Alan and 
Roger who have all consistently produced outstanding 
vegetables and flowers and won countless trophies at 
the VPA Show, I was inspired to do the same! Loving 
the VPA Show so much and wanting it to continue I 
joined the Drayton Parslow VPA Committee 3 years ago 
to help with the organisation and running of the VPA 
Show along with other events the VPA Committee 
organise throughout the year. 

4. What is your favourite book / books? 

I enjoy reading 
‘Commando – 
For Action and 
Adventure’ 
books. I was 
introduced to 
these books by 
my dad after he 

was given one as a gift. They’re comic books based on 
historical events from WW1 and WW2 from the Army, 
Navy and Air Force. I’m from a Military family with 
members serving in the RAF and Army so I enjoy 
reading about stories from previous wars and battles.  

5. The film you can watch again & again? 

Although this film is as old as I am, it is a timeless 
classic that never gets boring no matter how many times 
you watch it and stands the test of time! If you don’t love 
Shawshank, chances are you’re beyond Redemption.  

7. What is the best job you have ever had? 

Being a Sports Therapist, I love helping other people 
who have been injured either playing sports or during 
day to day life. It’s amazing to see the progress people 
can make during the recovery process and the speed 
some can recover if they put their mind to it and have 
the help they need to be able to return to sports and 
lead a pain free life again!  

Having been involved in rugby nearly all my life from 
either playing or watching it and then getting injured 
whilst playing for my University, it was a natural 
progression to then work with rugby teams and players 
as a Sports Therapist. I work with several local clubs as 
well as working with Oxford University with their 
Women’s rugby squad. 

8. What is your favourite place to visit? 

Pembroke, I spent a week in Pembroke with a couple of 
school friends. It’s such a picturesque area with some 
fantastic beaches to spend your time relaxing on. 
Pembroke town is a great day out in itself with 
Pembroke Castle being the focal point of the town. 
There are 

fantastic independent shops in the town with an 
amazing greengrocer and bakery to keep you stocked 
up with everything you need!  



 

Holy Trinity News 

 

 

Thinking about what to write I am also thinking through the 
passage for Sunday’s sermon and perhaps it has something 
to say to us all… 
 
The Gospel reading for this Sunday is Matthew 16:13-20, 
Jesus asks his disciples what people are saying about him 
“Who do people say I am?” he asks. There are a few 
suggestions and then he asks those disciples, those who 
are closest to him, who have seen and heard the things he 
is doing “but what about you, who do you say I am?” Peter 
responds, “you are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
This is the first time that Jesus’ true identity is explicitly 
stated. Peter has recognised in Jesus the one they were 
waiting for, the one the Old Testament was pointing to. 
 
This got me thinking, what about us? Who do we think 
Jesus is? And what then is the relationship between Jesus 
and the church or us as individuals. 
 
The answer may well be different for each of us, we are all 
in different places in our understanding of God and our 
relationship with him, if we are in that place at all, but 
there certainly should be some common ground for those 
of us that call ourselves Christians. 
 
So how do I identify myself in my relationship with God? 
There are many words that could be used, I could say I am 
a Christian, an Anglican, a Priest; but first and foremost I 
would want to say ‘I am a disciple of Jesus’, someone who 
follows the teachings or disciplines of Jesus, someone who 
does my best to imitate and represent Jesus to those 
around me. I don’t always get it right, that is the thing with 
imitation, to try and be as close as you can but there will 
always be some  things that don’t quite match the original. 
 
Why would we want to do that? Along with Peter I believe 
Jesus to be the Messiah, the Son of the living God. I believe 
when Jesus said “I am the way and the truth and the life” 
that he was speaking truth and that is something as 
Christians we should want to be part of and believe that is 
what the Church is about - coming together as disciples of 
Jesus to support and encourage everyone we meet as we 
seek to follow him. 
 

God bless. Simon  

 

HOLY TRINITY SERVICE DATES 

September  

27th 9:30 am Morning Prayer – Simon Faulks 

October  

4th No Service. Zoom at 10:00 am 

11th 9:30 am Holy Communion – David Talks 

18th No Service. Zoom at 10:00 am 

25th 9:30 am Holy Communion – Simon Faulks 
 

From David Talks: 
 
The ‘season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’, as Keats put it 
is now here. It has been a good year for many gardeners – 
even my own cherry and plum trees finally fruiting well! Many 
of us have been giving away some of our abundant produce.  
 
In Old Testament times, good harvests were considered a 
blessing. It was also considered a spiritual discipline to give to 
the poor and to provide for the worship in the temple. 
 
This year, there will be far fewer traditional harvest 
celebrations. However, there are still opportunities to express 
our thankfulness to God for all his provision. Indeed, 
throughout our scriptures, giving is considered a blessing not  
just for the recipient but also for the giver.  
 
Malachi 3:10: 
‘Bring the full tithe into the storehouse… says the LORD of 
hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you 
and pour down for you an overflowing blessing.’ 
 
2 Corinthians 9:7: 
‘Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.’ 
 
I hope we will all have ‘made up our minds’, as Paul puts it 
there, what we give to support the ministry of the local 
church. Its only income for providing worship, ministers, and 
running expenses is from giving by its members and others.  
 
Maybe it’s time, as we cautiously creep out of lockdown back 
to physical gatherings again, to ‘bring in the full tithe’ – that 
is, to bring a special gift of all that we had ‘made up our 
minds’ to give but didn’t for many weeks because of the 
Virus. If you’ve not thought about it before, maybe it’s also 
time to ‘make up your mind’ what should be your annual 
giving away, to whom and when, and set up standing orders 
from your bank to give it, regardless of whether or not you 
are able to give in person.  
 
Then, I hope you, too, will experience the joy of giving, the 
‘overflowing blessing’ and ‘love a cheerful giver’ will receive 
from our generous God. 
 

David Talks 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Your Garden In Autumn         
 

This is the time of change, from summer pinks and blues to the autumn oranges and 
reds.  As the leaves fall, raking them will provide lots of lovely leaf mould for use next 
year. 
 

Jobs for the garden 
• Clear up fallen autumn leaves regularly, bag up or add to compost bins for 

beautiful leaf mould next year 
• Keep dead- heading and cut back perennials that have died down but leave the 

more tender ones such as Penstemon and Salvia until spring. 
• Plant all spring bulbs except tulips which need to wait until next month 
• For those of us with clay soil, now is the perfect time to improve it with composts 

and mulch before it becomes too wet or frozen  
• Harvest orchard fruit - store only those in perfect condition. Pick and ripen squash 

and pumpkin: stand them outdoors on a slatted surface and bring under cover if 
frosty.   

• Lift remaining maincrop potatoes  
• Prune climbing roses 
• Renovate old lawns or create new grass areas by laying turf but make sure the soil 

is well prepared first.  
 

Topical Tips – Protecting your plants 
Now is the time to start thinking about which plants need 
protection from frost and other winter weather conditions. Mulch 
borders to keep in warmth, suppress weeds and improve the soil. 
Lay a layer of 6 to 8 inches of wood chips or straw over perennial 
and flower beds. Protect outdoor plants with screens or frames 
and make sure to water before a freeze. Moist soil holds more 
heat than dry soil but frozen soil can kill so protect it first. Move 
tender plants, including aquatic ones, into the greenhouse. 
Fuchsias and dahlias can be left until their top growth is touched by frost, but 
bananas, lantanas and pelargoniums will do better without frosting. With plants that 
spend winter outside, once frost has touched plants such as Agapanthus, cut off 
frosted leaves and cover crowns with a protective mulch such as fleece or netting 
pegged down. Avoid plastic, as this prevents air reaching the crowns and may cause 
rotting. Move plants in pots, such as Agave and Cordyline to a wall for protection. 
This also applies to otherwise hardy plants, such as Camellia, because when the soil 
in the open garden becomes frozen it can kill plants which we want for a fantastic 
display next year. 
 
With many thanks to Gill Gallon 
 

 



 

We have missed you! 
 Under normal circumstances we host a variety of events throughout the school year, where 
we see you and at which, you unfailingly support us...Thank you.   

Your help, encouragement, support and contributions are what make our fundraising events 
such great successes – raising funds for incredible opportunities for our children, such as; 
• Educational visits   
• Play equipment  
• Classroom resources  
• Renovating our outside spaces  
• Forest School  
• Social, emotional, health and wellbeing facilities 
• Transport to the pantomime, subsidised tickets and an ICE CREAM! (always important) 
• Coaches / transport for school trips 
• Books 
• Outdoor and exercise equipment.  

  
We’ve always been very grateful for your continued support of our events.  But we do need some more 
help.  The impact of Covid-19 is far reaching and our schools have not escaped unscathed.  Thankfully, 
our wonderful staff and pupils remain happy and healthy – but unfortunately our bank balance less so.   
As The Friends of the Three Schools hasn’t been able to host any of the fundraising events that we had 
planned (Easter Bingo, Smarties Competition, School Discos, Popcorn Nights, our Summer Fete and 
Sports Day) we have a deficit of around £4,600, which works out at approximately £22 per pupil. 

The financial impact of Covid-19 on our wonderful schools. 
Due to lockdown, our schools have been unable to offer the normal additional childcare (wrap around 
and after school clubs) that so many of us rely on – and which bring in critical funds for the schools.   

Our schools offer a plethora of enhanced opportunities for our pupils, Forest School, Play Therapy, 
Counselling and Whole-Class Musicianship to name but a few. These ‘extras’ are funded by private 
income the school generates itself through Wraparound, Consultancy support for the local authority and 
hosting training.   

Approximately £35,000 revenue has been lost since March but there has been no reduction in school 
running costs. These costs haven’t been offset by a central government pot, schools are not eligible to 
claim for loss of income, they have been funded by the schools directly. Thousands of pounds have also 
been spent on getting our wonderful schools Covid-19 compliant to ensure the continued safety and 
wellbeing of staff and children in this unprecedented time. The thermometers alone are £80 each, not to 
mention the deep cleans at £1,000 per time and carpet cleaning at £700 per school, along with each 
child requiring their own dedicated stationery. In short, our schools have had significantly increased and 
unbudgeted outgoings, with considerably reduced incomings. 

 

A plea from the Friends of the Three Schools... 
A charity supporting Kingfishers Pre-school, Mursley CE school, Drayton Parslow school, 

Swanbourne CE school

REGISTERED CHARITY NO: 1056791 



 

How you can help 
School have already received some generous donations that have been put to 
great use in meeting increased costs – thank you.   
We are hoping we can further redress some of our losses with your help.   We are 
asking parents and carers to make a donation to The Friends of The Three Schools if you 
are in a position to, so that we can continue to contribute towards providing the best facilities 
and opportunities for our children.  Perhaps you’d consider donating the price of a dinner you 
have missed or an event that has been refunded due to lockdown?  For example, a donation of 
£10 buys 2 new books, £18 buys a new classroom chair, £65 pays for a new classroom table or, 
if anyone has a good lottery ticket, £255 would buy Mrs Sandmann a new outdoor water tray. 

We did consider asking you to support your child in a sponsored skipping/baking/running/hopping /
reading/maths challenge – but we thought perhaps you would prefer a simple donation request. We are 
all parents too, we understand.  
The Friends of the Three Schools want to use this money to support the following spend goals – which 
are unachievable at present without increased funds. 
- A new storage shed for Drayton Parslow outdoor equipment and 
furniture for the Early Years (circa £2,000) 
- A role play area at Mursley (circa £400) 
- Grass matting for the Kingfishers play area (circa £2,000) 
- Outdoor gym equipment for Swanbourne (£10,000) 

  

  

As always we are grateful for your support, by whatever means. 
If you would like to make a donation please visit our JustGiving page 
 (https://www.justgiving.com/friendsofthethreeschools) 
which will allow for gift aid to be added. Please feel free to see if Grandparents and extended family 
want to get involved and contribute too. 

Thank you so much for your continued support.

 

We love our School



Drayton Common Land Trustee Fund 

Annual Distribution 2020  

If you live in Drayton Parslow and are currently finding it difficult to afford essential things, 
you might be eligible for a grant from the Drayton Common Land Trust Fund. These grant 
criteria will be as follows:  

The Trustees shall annually apply such rents for the relief of financial hardship, either 

generally or individually, of people in Drayton Parslow Parish by making grants of money 

for providing or paying for items, services or facilities.  

This grant can still take the form of a credit towards electricity bills however the Trustees are 
now able to consider other requests that fit the criteria above.  

Villagers can nominate themselves or can nominate a neighbour, friend or acquaintance who 
might be reluctant to apply on their own behalf. All applications and distributions from the 
fund are handled in confidence. The closing date for applications is 20th November 2020 as 
the grants will be decided at the meeting on the 30th November 2020.  

To be eligible, even if you have received credits from this Fund in the past, you need to apply 
in writing to:  

Mrs Susan Watson, Clerk to the Trustees,  PO Box 6440, Milton Keynes MK1 9HZ  

Please make sure that you include:  

1. Applicant’s full name and address. (Please also provide your own name, address and 
phone number if you are nominating someone else).  

2. Applicant’s telephone number  
3. A brief explanation of why you are requesting a grant  
4. For electricity payments please also include:  

1. Name of electricity provider  
2. Electricity account number  
3. If applicant is on a Meter Payment Card  

5. For other grants further information/invoices may be required as requested by the 
trustees in order to make a payment.  

Applicants will be contacted during December 2020 to tell them whether their application 
was successful.  

 

 

Thanks to David Perry for this picture of the Western 

Power helicopter taken on September 4th  

“I assume they’re flying around because of the power 

outages we’ve had over the past couple of days”. 

Looks like it landed on someone’s roof! 

 

 



Quiz Time #3 with thanks again to Susan Piddock 

While our Village Hall is closed, we know that many of you are quizzing at home and on line with friends and 

family.  Our Village Hall Trivia night has been going for over 20 years.  Here are 15 more questions you might 

enjoy. 

1. Which classic Dickens book begins ‘I am Born.  Whether I shall turn out to be 

the hero of my own life, or whether that station will be held by anybody else, 

these pages must show’ ? 

2. In which German town is a passion play performed every 10 years? 

3. In which Australian territory is Ayers Rock? 

4. What do you call a female donkey? 

5. Which African country takes its name from the Lion? 

6. From which famous play does the line ‘If music be the food of 

love, play on’ come from?  

7. What are ‘pink fir apples’? 

8. Which canine cartoon character made his debut in Mickey’s Revue in 1932? 

9. What martial art means ‘skill’?  

10. How many hearts does an octopus have? 

11. Name the first three who went to Widecombe Fair? 

12. What do you call a group of Elk? 

13. Russell Crowe starred in ‘A Beautiful Mind’ – which part did he play? 

14. In American Football, how many points are awarded for a field goal? 

15. Which is the world’s oldest known walled town?      

 (Answers below)     

 

8. Goofy 

9. Kung Fu 

10. 3  (one pumps blood around the body; the other two 
pump blood to the gills) 

11. Bill Brewer, Jan Stewer, Peter Gurney 

12. A Gang 

13. John Forbes Nash 

14. 3 

15. Jericho 

Answers to quiz from issue 160 (this issue) 

1. David Copperfied 

2. Oberammergau 

3. The Northern Territory 

4. A Jenny 

5. Sierra Leone (Lion Mountain Ridge) 

6. Twelfth Night (William Shakespeare) 

7. A type of Potato 



Thank you very much Drayton Parslow 
 

After all these years, around 33 at the last count, we 
decided that the time to downsize had arrived.  Or at least 
that’s the plan so here’s hoping for no last-minute hitches.  
If it’s now the end game, how did it all start? 
 
I went home from work one day and announced that I had 

a job interview in Watford.  Why?  I was working for 
Welbeck Finance Ltd, a subsidiary of Debenhams who had 
recently been taken over by the Burton Group.  We were 
settled in a nice house in Weston-Super-Mare, Margaret, my 
parents (Win & Reg) and two of our 5 boys.  Once a job 
offer had been received, it was house hunting time, in an 
arc roughly from Luton to Abingdon.  One Sunday on our 
travels, we came across Drayton Parslow and arranged a 
viewing of 19 Main Road.   
Margaret was sold on the property even though at the time 
it only had 3 bedrooms and I toed the line (I knew my role 
in life!).  I think that the kitchen was one of the major 
factors, it certainly wasn’t the garden as it was virtually all 
grass (calling it a lawn would have been undeserved praise) 
 
Anyway, we, that is myself, Margaret, Win, Reg, Andrew 

(middle son) and 2 Rough Collie dogs eventually moved in and one of our first memories was a visit 
from Ralph Walduck greeting us with “Put the kettle on gal”.  Overall, the move went smoothly, we 
settled in and planned to extend the house by building a main bedroom and en-suite over the kitchen.  
This went reasonably well although there were some traumatic times such as a pair of legs suddenly 
appearing through the kitchen ceiling! 
 
We have certainly enjoyed ourselves in Drayton, we have made many friends, hopefully we haven’t 
caused any offence anywhere.  It is the stability of life in a village that is memorable, both our 
neighbours were there when we came, there are example of some of the more senior residents still 
living in the house where they were born and people speak to each other.  Okay, we no longer have a 
Post Office or a shop, the bus service is infrequent, the post arrives at varying times but the Fish and 
Chip van stops outside 19 Main Road every Thursday afternoon around 4.30! 
 
Margaret and I are pleased to have made our contribution by joining the VPA Committee when the 
Village Show was held in an extremely small, old style canvas marquee.  Eventually the ‘new’ marquee 
arrived when funding was obtained from a source I can’t remember as a result of the persistent efforts 
of Mike Wroe and Richard Wemyss.  Hiring it out was a valuable source of income for the VPA and there 
were numerous forays into the big wide world outside Drayton to erect and dismantle it.  Those were 
also the days before Carrington Hall existed. 
 

It’s true about every small village, many small things change 
but many, much larger, ones remain.  We have thoroughly 
enjoyed our time in Drayton Parslow and hope to keep in 
touch with our many friends.  If only our new home could 
miraculously be transported just over a hundred miles in a 
south-easterly direction…………! 

 

Alan & Margaret Jennings 

News from The Drayton Parslow Singers 
Sadly, the Singers have not been able to meet physically together to sing since last March and unfortunately had to 
cancel our planned annual summer concert. We have however met via zoom and have done some singing. 
It is also unlikely that we can have a Christmas Concert in the church too, but we are hoping to try to do some 
village Carol Singing or possible something else digitally. The pandemic rules are changing rapidly all the time and 
making future predictions is very difficult. We look forward to singing again whenever we can! 



CRICKET REPORT

 

With the start of the season postponed due to the global pandemic 

we were unsure if we would get any cricket played at all this year. 

Thankfully, mid-July it was announced that recreational cricket 

could return with certain provisions in place. This meant a lot of 

work behind the scenes had to be done in order for us to return 

safely. With the help of the Sports and Social club we managed to 

put all the safety measures in place for us to get playing again. 

We would like to thank all involved in making this possible, Kirsty, 

Steve and Denice from The Three Horseshoes and Jonny Wheeler 

and Helen (for their help with bar) and also Terry Dickens and Andy 

Willis for their help in making sure these rules were followed at all 

times. 

We started our season with our annual Trident trophy game against 

Mursley and Swanbourne, with Drayton struggling for a team and 

arriving with 9 (very rusty) players we just managed to win both 

games in a very low scoring match. 

Our 2nd game saw us travelling to Long Marston, again struggling 

for a side and arriving with 9 made it a tough start fielding and Long 

Marston getting off to a quick run scoring start. They very kindly 

lent us one of their junior players (13-year-old Lewis Barnes) to help 

us out. Terry Dickens was the highlight of the 1st innings taking 3 

wickets for 18 runs off 8 overs. Long Marston scored 229 in their 

innings. 

It was then our turn to bat, we struggled and very quickly wicket 

after wicket fell, leaving us 103 for 8. Andy Willis was left in with 

Lewis for the last wicket stand and put on a partnership of 117 runs 

leaving us just 9 runs short of drawing the game, Andy scored 107 

not out. 

Drayton also hosted a game against the Vets of DPCC past, this is 

always played in a very friendly manner and good to see the Ol’ 

boys returning the crease once again. Drayton batted first putting 

on 198 in their innings with Andy once again in the runs scoring a 

53 not out (retired) The Vets fought hard in their reply ending the 

day with 188. 

Drayton have also played a few other (very friendly) games against 

Wing and Whitchurch giving the chance for our youngsters to get 

on the pitch and gain some experience in the game.  

As a club there are a lot of unsung heroes that seldom get a 

mention in these reports, so I would like to say from all members of 

DPCC a huge thank you to Barrie Norman for all his support and 

help he has done to keep the club running over all these years, 

without him I am sure we would no longer have a village cricket 

club. Also, we would like to thank Roger Willis (Head Groundsman) 

for all his work he puts into the Cricket pitch. Without him we 

wouldn’t have such a lovely area to play on. 

Andy Willis 

 

A Good Read   
Recommendations from  

DP Book Club members 
 

After the End by Clare Macintosh 
I was lucky enough to hear Clare Macintosh in conversation at The 

Buckingham Literary Festival several years ago. Her more usual 

genre is crime writing as she spent twelve years in the Police Force 

and she spoke about the influence that has had on her writing. 

After the End is a brave departure from her thriller writing. The 

book is divided into two sections - Before and After and the 

narrative is cleverly split between Max and Pip the two main 

characters. They appear to be an unshakably, happy married couple 

until their son is diagnosed with a terminal brain tumour and they 

are faced with unbearable decisions for their future. It is a 

beautifully written, honest and emotionally powerful story. I found 

it even more poignant as it is based on the author`s real life 

experience. 

 

Anne Glenn (happy to loan to anyone who would like to borrow!) 
 

*** 
 

Child 44 by Tom Rob Smith 

Set in Stalin’s Soviet Union.  A thriller, apparently part 1 of a trilogy, 

but reads as a complete story.  Very tense, I found I could not put 

this down.  Set in appalling and brutal times, however, the author is 

excellent at implying the brutality without having to be over 

descriptive, which I was grateful for.  This was recommended by 

Matt and I have to say I found this an excellent read, maybe not 

always a comfortable read, but absorbing.  I learned a lot about 

Russia and it gave me insight as to why people acted the way they 

did. 

 

The Mermaid and Mrs Hancock by Imogen Hermes Gowar 

I found this to be a lovely historical read.  Such a wonderful main 

character; a truly good man and lots of wonderful other characters 

too. Apparently this won the Women’s Prize for fiction in 2018.  It is 

slightly surreal, but none the worse for that.  Not entirely a gentle 

story as it is set in 1785 and does not shy away for the worst of the 

times, but ultimately it is a lovely story. It is brilliantly written with 

lots of interesting facts about everyday objects of the time. I 

finished it feeling good.  Much needed in these troubled times.  If 

you do read it, I would be interested to know what you think. 

 

Blood & Sugar by Laura Shepherd-Robinson 

Also set in 1780, this is a very different sorry.  Again a thriller with a 

difference, This tells the story of  Captain Henry Corsham 

investigating the brutal death of a friend.  This is a very dark period 

in British history and his investigations lead him into the darkest 

secrets of the slave trade.  Again, excellent writing and an 

absorbing novel. This must have been very well researched. 

 

Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simondson 

This is a book I am currently reading and whizzing through.  It is 

delightful.  Major Pettigrew is delightful, a bit of a buffer, but 

beautifully mannered, opinionated, but endearing.  I challenge you 

not to like this story.  Again so beautifully written, funny and heart-

warming with super characters.  If you are feeling fed up, read this 

one. 

 

Sheila Lester 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drayton Parslow School—items for sale  

We have been having a sort out and are looking to sell the 
following, each in return for a reasonable donation to school 
funds: 

1. A small metal filing cabinet with 3 small drawers and one 
deep one approx 70cm tall by 50cm wide and 50dm deep - 
unfortunately the key is missing and is in need of a clean up. 

2. Approximately 21 small, blue children's chairs that were 
being kept in the Village Hall and are now back at the school 
but we are not using them. Again these are in a well used 
condition but would be great as a play chair/ Wendy house/ 
garden chair - again looking for a reasonable contribution if 
possible. 

 

Thank you so much 

Helen Carter 

Admin Assistant, Drayton Parslow Village School 
01296 720306 / office@draytonparslow.bucks.sch.uk 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
       

 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 

FOR ALL OF YOUR DOMESTIC CLEANING  
 

YOUR LOCAL STEWKLEY BASED COMPANY 
 

CHOOSE FROM WEEKLY OR FORTNIGHTLY 
 

FULLY INSURED 
 

ALL STAFF POLICE CHECKED 
 

ALL CLEANING MATERIALS PROVIDED 
CONTACT CHRIS STEVENITT FOR MORE INFORMATION ON: 

OFFICE: 01525-242042  
OR   

MOBILE: 07850-540393 
 

EMAIL: chris@exquisitecleaning.co.uk 
 

www.exquisitecleaning.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:chris@exquisitecleaning.co.uk


 

 

 
 

Paul Eveling 
 Domestic Electrical Services 

 
All types of domestic electrical 

Work carried out.  
No call out charges 

Free Quotations 
Friendly Local Electrician 

Part P Approved  
 

Additional Sockets / Lights, Exterior / Security 
Lighting, 

Fault Rectification, Electric Showers, Fuse 
Box Upgrades 

. 

88 Westbrook End 
Newton Longville  

Tel Home: 01908 649143 
Mob: 07541025351 

e-mail paul@evelingelectrical.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:p.eveling@talktalk.net


DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES AND WANTED ADS 
  
 
BABYSITTING & ODD JOBS! 
 
 

Emily Hunter: 07716 486990 
emilyvictoria10@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Neve Skeggs: 07783 959874 
 

 
 
COMPUTER SERVICES 
 
 

Comput@mation 
Computer support and after-sales services. 
John Wallace,  
Mob: 07968 536068 
Tel: 01525 261381 
Fax: 0871 528 4646 
john@computamation.co.uk 

 
 
GARDEN SERVICES 
 
 

Softscape Horticulture 
Garden Consultancy and Maintenance. Border work, 
mowing, planting & advice. Based in Steeple Claydon. 
Call Jon on 01296 738353 or 07950 341399 
 

 

 
TUITION 
 
 

121 Tuition in Maths, Science & English 
Maths, Science/Physics: 
KS1-4, Also 11+. Qualified 121 tutor with CRB. 
Roger Crews 07946 568153 rcrews@btinternet.com 

 
 
PICTURE FRAMING 
 
 

Country Frame 
Est 1984, quality framing in Stewkley. Mount cutting, 
needle-work stretching.   
Call Paul Body 01525 240163 or 07771 508805  
10 Fishweir (off Chapel Square), Stewkley LU7 0HB 
Please call before visiting 
www.countryframe.co.uk 

 
 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
 

A TOUCH OF PAINT 
Michael is Back Working In The Village! 
Your ex-Drayton postie is back to painting and 
decorating.  
Contact me for your painting jobs. All painting jobs 
considered – Big or small.  
PERFECTION IS ALWAYS GUARANTEED 
Give me a call for your free quote. Michael Vincent 
Mob: 07715 276046 
Tel: 01908 415349 
atouchofpaint@btinternet.com 

 

TO RECEIVE VILLAGE NEWS  
BY E-MAIL IN COLOUR  CONTACT SALLY   

dpvillagenews@outlook.com 
 to be added to the list. 

You will still receive the hard copy as well, but the e-
mail version is available around a week before the 

printed copy. 
 

Advertising rates: 
Classified listing £30 per year 

Boxed advert £60 per year (6 issues) 
One-off boxed ads £12 

 

For Sale/Wanted items: 
£2 DP residents, £4 Non-residents 

 

Please contact Sally on dpvillagenews@outlook.com 
 

We are very grateful for the support of our advertisers 
and information about village events. However, this 

does not imply endorsement by the Editors. 
 

DP Go Green 
 

Have you got anything going spare that other villagers might 
have a use for? e.g. top soil, turf, paint, carpet 

Contact us at dpvillagenews@outlook.com 
(no charge from us if no charge from you) 

 

Pond Fish - Free 
Our fish have been busy breeding during lockdown so we 

now have too many fish for our pond! If anyone would like 
some pond fish please contact Sally on 

swallis18@yahoo.com 

 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Part of the recent Covid-19 legislation contains sections 
allowing councils to hold meetings remotely.  The Parish 
Council are proposing to do this using WebEx. There is a 

document on Parish Council website which explains how this 
will work.  www.draytonparslowparishcouncil.org.uk 

mailto:emilyvictoria10@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:john@computamation.co.uk
mailto:rcrews@btinternet.com
http://www.countryframe.co.uk/
mailto:atouchofpaint@btinternet.com
mailto:dpvillagenews@outlook.com
mailto:dpvillagenews@outlook.com
mailto:dpvillagenews@outlook.com
http://www.draytonparslowparishcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjT8sSR95DVAhVrD8AKHSAZCywQjRwIBw&url=http://minsk.all.biz/obrashchenie-s-othodami-proizvodstva-s32787&psig=AFQjCNGjod1Gl70XZnJoW6eg5JvNplCAMg&ust=1500401879791547
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjT8sSR95DVAhVrD8AKHSAZCywQjRwIBw&url=http://minsk.all.biz/obrashchenie-s-othodami-proizvodstva-s32787&psig=AFQjCNGjod1Gl70XZnJoW6eg5JvNplCAMg&ust=1500401879791547


Church Mice raising money for the 

Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity 
 

While we have unfortunately not been able to 

celebrate Mousefest2 at Holy Trinity this year,  

we are able to help raise some funds for the 

Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity.  To 

celebrate 70 years of the NHS and to show 

our gratitude during these very difficult 

times, we are selling nursing mice.  Handmade 

with love, each mouse is approximately 13cms 

in height.   As with so many charities, the 

coronavirus pandemic has impacted the 

Florence Nightingale Hospice with many of 

their fundraising activities being cancelled.  

We would therefore appreciate a minimum 

donation of £7.50 per mouse.   Every penny 

of your donation will go to the hospice charity.   
 

 

We also have angels and 

choir boys for sale to 

support the Florence 

Nightingale Hospice 

Charity. 

 

They are the same size as 

the nurses and are also 

£7.50 min. donation.   

 

 

To order a mouse, please contact Susan via email spiddock@john-

lewis.com  or tel. 01296 728163 

 

Thank you for your support. 

mailto:spiddock@john-lewis.com
mailto:spiddock@john-lewis.com
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