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  YOUR VILLAGE NEWS 
NEEDS YOU!  

We hope you have continued to 
enjoy the Village News during 
lockdown even though Covid 19 
has led to the absence of many of 
the regular features. 
 
Please help us by sparing a few 
minutes to send us some content for future editions:  
 
Tell us about your hobbies; reviews of anything you think might be 
of interest to other villagers (books, movies, TV, places etc); recipes; 
memories of the village; your answers to the usual ’30 mins with’ 
feature etc 
 
Don’t worry about the format: it can be emailed or handwritten; 
and we can add pictures and sort out the presentation. 

 

NEXT ISSUE 
Contributions, articles and photos for the June/July issue by 

no later than Friday May 7th 2021 please to the Village News 
mailbox dpvillagenews@outlook.com or by hand to Sally 
Wallis (10 Prospect Close) or Claire Darnley (Tamara, 3b 

Main Road). 
 

If you want to speak to either of us, please contact  
Sally on 720030 or Claire on 720383. 

 

 

 

Dave Coppin & Barrie Norman passing 
 

Sarah & I would like to thank all our friends and 
neighbours of Drayton Parslow, for the kind support 
received at this sad time for us and our families, it has 
been overwhelming. 
 
Barrie & Dave were both larger than life characters, 
loved village life and will be sadly missed by our small 
community. It’s comforting to know they have both 
been laid to rest in the village church, neighbours in life 
and neighbours in death. 
 

Sarah Norman and Cathy Coppin x 
 

 

Keith Tattam, who was born 05/05/1940 in Drayton 
Parslow and lived here all his life, sadly passed away 
on 05/03/2021. Details of his funeral will be shared 

when available via the DPVN email list. 
 

From Judith, Keith’s sister 
 

 

Snowdrops at the Church 
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Let’s spend 30 minutes with… 

Steven Colborne-Baber 
I was born and educated 
in Guildford before 
studying at 
Loughborough University. 
25 years or so ago I 
moved to Milton Keynes 
to start working for 
Volkswagen Group UK Limited where I still work, 
now representing the SEAT & CUPRA brands. 
 

One of my main 
passions throughout 
my life has been 
motorsport and I was 
lucky enough to 
compete in some 
beautiful cars over 
the years ranging 
from a Lotus 23B, 

Jaguar E-Type Lightweight, via a Caterham 7, to 
the Stafford Special. I haven’t competed for a few 
years but still harbour the ambition to return to the 
track.  
 
I met Caroline in 1997 at an international shooting 
competition at Bisley in Surrey. After we married, 
we decided to bring our children up in the 
countryside and made the brilliant decision to move 
to the village. Oliver and Amy have both benefitted 
from the excellent village school and Amy now 
attends Swanbourne village school, whilst Oliver is 
at Aylesbury Grammar School. 
 
I am now in my seventh year of coaching rugby at 
Milton Keynes RUFC, something that I enjoy 
enormously. I have also had the pleasure of serving 
as a Parish Councillor for the past few years. 
 
How long have you lived in Drayton Parslow? 

We moved from Milton Keynes to Drayton Parslow 
just over 11 years ago. 
 
What do you like best about living in Drayton 

Parslow? 

I love being able to put my walking boots on and 
being able to walk straight into the countryside with 
the family. 
 
What is your favourite event held in the village? 

The Christingle service at Holy Trinity as it really 
marks the start of festive season 

What is your favourite book / books? 

‘Full Throttle’ by Sir Henry ‘Tim’ Birkin is a book 
that had quite an impact on me when 
I was young and was probably one of 
the catalysts to me deciding to go 
racing as well.  
 
One of the best books that I have 
recently read is ‘Matterhorn’ by Karl 

Marlantes, a fictional, but nonetheless harrowing, 
account of the experiences of soldiers in Vietnam. 
 
Who is your favourite celebrity chef and why? 

Jean-Christophe Novelli. 
I have had the opportunity 
to cook with Jean-
Christophe on a couple of 
occasions (none of his 
talent has rubbed-off) and 
he and his team were excellent and entertaining 
hosts. Rick Stein comes a close second!    
 
The film you can watch again and again? 

My favourite film has always 
been ‘Fail Safe’ from 1964 
starring Henry Fonda, Larry 
Hagman and Walter 
Matthau. However, I can 

always sit and watch any of the ‘Lord of the 
Rings’ trilogy.  
 
What is the best job you have ever had? 

Whilst at university, I took a year out and went to 
work for AUDI AG in their marketing department in 
Ingolstadt in Germany 
 
What is your favourite place to visit? 

The Lake District. As a family we visit every year 
and spend a week walking in the mountains. The 
perfect antidote to the relentless pace of life. 
 
Who would be your special guests at dinner? 

If I was having a celebrity dinner party, I would love 
to be able to invite: 
Barack & Michelle Obama, Max Hastings (author), 
Sir Stirling Moss, Dame Maggie Smith and David 
‘Bumble’ Lloyd      



 

Holy Trinity News 

 

 

The foolishness of Easter… 

I’ve recently been listening to one of my 
favourite musicians called Martyn Joseph and  
have been restruck by the words to a song called  
‘Strange Way’ from a 1994 album ‘Tangled Souls’.  
The song focuses on the life of Jesus and specifically about 
his crucifixion. It includes lines such as “Strange way to 
start a revolution” and “Strange way to pose for countless 
paintings”.  The chorus starts “Strange dissident of 
meekness and nurse of tangled souls”. 
 

And it was the same in the years following the events of 
that original Easter. The people of Israel were expecting a 
saviour, a great warrior. For the Romans, crucifixion was 
about humiliation, stripped naked and hung up for all to 
see as the person died a most agonizing death. For the 
might of the Roman Empire and the intelligence of the 
Greeks, the idea that anyone would look at someone who 
suffered in this way as some sort of great leader or hero 
was strange or foolish. 

 

Jesus’ life on earth was a contradiction in many ways. 
When the religious leaders and teachers were talking 
about the importance of rules and following them, Jesus 
came and spoke of love and forgiveness. We read in the 
gospels how those that heard him were amazed because 
he seemed to speak with more authority than the other 
teachers and yet teaching something different, radically so. 

 

Today, as the song explores, the life of Jesus still seems like 
a strange or foolish Way for God to reach out to the world 
he created. Yet this strange way brings light and hope to 
many around the world; the impact of these strange 
events is still remembered and has a huge impact. The way 
may have been strange but also life changingly powerful 
for centuries to come. What do these strange events mean 
to you? 

 

God bless you. 

Simon   

 

HOLY TRINITY SERVICE DATES 

Since the beginning of the last lockdown our Village 
Church has been closed, except of course, for Funerals. 
The PCC all agree that we will now hold a short weekly 

Lay Led Morning Prayer Service until Clergy are 
able to return.  Social distancing will be observed, no 

singing but music will be CD recorded hymns. 
All are welcomed.   

April  

2nd 2:00pm Good Friday – Hour of Quiet Reflection 

4th 10:00am Easter Sunday – Lay led Morning Prayer 

11th 10:00am Lay led Morning Prayer 

18th 10:00am Lay led Morning Prayer 

25th 10:00am Lay led Morning Prayer 

May  

2nd 10:00am Lay led Morning Prayer 
 

Church Mice Fanfare 

Our final total raised for the 

Florence Nightingale Hospice is 

£663. Thank you to everyone who 

made this possible. 

 



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  

 http://draytonparslowparishcouncil.org.uk/ 
Parish Council Elections – Thursday 6 May 2021.  Vacancies for Parish Councillor 

• Do you want to serve your Community? 
• Do you have time or expertise which could benefit your Community? 
• Do you want to make a difference to all those around you? 
• Are you concerned about your local area? 
• Do you want to represent the views of local people? 

If so, please read on………. 
Drayton Parslow Parish Council has 2 vacancies for Parish Councillors.  However, there are certain criteria, 
detailed below: 
To stand for election to become a parish councillor you must be: 

• At least 18 years old on the day of your nomination, and 
• A British citizen, an eligible Commonwealth citizen or a citizen of any other member state of the 

European Union 
You must also meet at least one of the following four qualifications: 

• You are, and will continue to be, registered as a local government elector for the parish in which you 
wish to stand from the day of your nomination onwards 

• You have occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises in the parish area during the whole 
of the 12 months before the day of your nomination and the day of election 

• Your main or only place of work during the 12 months prior to the day of your nomination and the day 
of election has been in the parish area 

• You have lived in the parish area of within three miles of it during the whole of the 12 months before 
the day of your nomination and the day of election 

I am in receipt of the Nomination papers, so if you would like to make a difference and be involved in 
shaping the future of your local Community, please contact the Clerk, Susan Watson at 

draytonparslowclerk@gmail.com or call mobile 07581 474542, for more information. 
 

 

 

Daffodils! 

The daffodils have appeared and are a 
lovely, welcoming sight, particularly after 
such a challenging year.  So that 
everyone can enjoy them, (albeit for a 
short time!), please resist the temptation 
to pick them.  
 
Did you know?……….according to the 
Theft Act of 1968 it is illegal to pick 
cultivated flowers in public parks or 
gardens as well as plants and flowers 
growing on land which is maintained by 
the council (for example roundabouts and 
grass verges). 

 

http://draytonparslowparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Drayton Parslow Sports & Social Club 

The Recreation Ground, Main Road, Drayton Parslow, 

MK17 0JR 

 

The wait is almost over and as a committee we are looking forward to welcoming you once again to make 

use of the facilities we have on offer. It will be great to be up and running again and yet when we do it will 

be filled with a sadness for a long while as one of the stalwarts of the club will no longer be there  to have a 

drink and a laugh with. 

As a club we owe so much to Barrie who together with Sarah were part of the group that re energised the 

DPSSC some years ago when it was at rock bottom and potentially on its way to closure. The subsequent 

redecorating , re launching and  events either planned or spontaneous  over these years have usually 

involved Barrie at some stage being the life and soul of the party either in front of or behind the bar. I am 

sure many of you will have memories of your own times with Barrie. If those involve the club then they will 

probably also involve remembering great times, stories and conversations with him that resulted on 

occasions in getting home slightly worse for wear and much later than originally planned. 

His enthusiasm for the village also stretched to rejuvenating the cricket team as well. I am sure they will 

want to say their own words about Barrie but it is probably true to say that without his dedication and 

drive the cricket club albeit established now for over 100 years may not have survived. 

So farewell dear friend. It won’t be the same without you, but you have left not only fabulous memories 

but a legacy of a thriving DPSSC and Cricket Club that without your hard work and dedicated support 

wouldn’t be there for the present and future Drayton Parslow villagers to enjoy. 

Cheers Barrie for everything you did for us and all the smiles and great laughs along the way.  

Gone but certainly never to be forgotten. 

 

Club Updates 

Under current Government rules, at present the majority of our regular 

activities are still unable to go ahead.  As always, we send our well wishes to 

all of our members and clubhouse users, and we eagerly await the time 

when we can properly re-open for all of our usual activities, including (but 

not limited to) being the home of Abbey Smith Bridge and the Drayton 

Parslow Cricket Team.  

 

The Mobile Post Office continues to operate out of the clubhouse on a Tuesday morning 

(9am – 11am), serving all of your Post Office needs in a socially-distanced, well-spaced, 

secure way. 

 



We are hopeful that (rules and staffing permitting) from April onwards we will be able 

to open up on Sunday lunchtimes/afternoons, as a community space to enable the 

village to socialise and get together again.   

Updates on our re-opening will be posted on our clubhouse 

notice board located on Main Road at the bottom of the rec ground (by the 

entrance gates to the rec).   We would like to pass on our gratitude to David Wise 

for building such a fantastic sign for us – we can’t wait until we can put it to full use. 

 

Last Summer we purchased new picnic benches – these are 

made out of a variety of recycled plastic products, from hay 

bale wrapping, computer cases and car bumpers to vegetable 

crates and bottle tops.  The benches are sturdy and robust (guaranteed for 25 

years) and we anticipate that they will be heavily used in the years to come, by a 

whole range of users, from those who come for drinks and socialising, cricket 

supporters and VPA attendees. 
 

Join us! 

I'm sure that you will agree that community support has been invaluable 

during this past year of pandemic uncertainty and change – neighbours 

looking out for vulnerable people and offering support; groups sharing 

shopping to ensure everyone has the supplies they require; friendly faces 

giving a wave when out and about…… All of these actions truly 

demonstrate the value of our village community. 

With this sentiment in mind, the Sports and Social committee are welcoming any new joiners who may 

wish to continue in the spirit of giving something back to the village.  We welcome anyone interested in: 

• joining the rota of volunteer bar staff, working a set shift (a couple of hours) on a Sunday 

lunchtime/afternoon 

• joining the team of volunteer bar staff to help man the bar during one-off village events such as the 

VPA show 

• joining the committee, to be involved in the general administration and decision-making necessary for 

running the clubhouse 

• undertaking projects on behalf of the club, for example those who have handy maintenance skills they 

can deploy to help keep the clubhouse in a reasonable condition 

• building a team who will organise and run their own community events 

As a committee, all of us are also juggling other commitments (family / jobs / other 

volunteer roles….) so we don't have unreasonable expectations or demands of any 

new joiners - just whatever time and energy you can give to help us continue to 

make the clubhouse a valuable village community resource. 

If you are interested, or just want to chat about the club, please either email Kirsty 

Foley (kirstyfoley@btinternet.com) or you may catch Kirsty, Helen (Harvey), Linda 

(Fedoriw), Alan (Batley) or Vicky (Arnold) throughout the village. 

 

Drayton Parslow Cricket Club: please note that Lesley Willis is stepping down as DP Cricket Club secretary 

and Alun Winney is taking over. Alun may be contacted at alun.winney75@icloud.com 

mailto:alun.winney75@icloud.com


DRAYTON PARSLOW IN 1901 - Occupations 

By Ann Lynch 

In the 1901 Census, taken on Sunday 31st March, there were 259 people of working age living in 

Drayton Parslow, 127 women and 132 men.  School leaving age was 13 at that time but there were two 

young boys of 11 and 12 who were listed as ‘agricultural labourers’.   There was no official retirement 

age but the oldest person still working, again as an agricultural labourer, was 77.  Three widows were 

shown as working but only two married woman had a listed occupation.  In fact, only 24 women had an 

occupation listed at all: the youngest being just 13 years old. 

So, what were they doing? 

Agriculture was still the major occupation in the countryside at the turn of the century although 

people were moving to the cities to find better paid work.  Drayton Parslow had 9 farmers listed, 

although the only names of the farms shown were Crossroads, Chestnut, Dorcas, Kingsland, Manor and 

Stoke Road Farms.  And we know Lower, Prospect and Bargate Farms were also there but were not 

named in the census.  Although most of the farmhouses 

are still in the village, only Kingsland and Prospect farms 

still operate as farms in Drayton Parslow today, and 

those farmhouses have moved to more modern premises. 

Including the farmers themselves and their sons, 78 men 

aged between 11 and 77 worked on the farms.  During 

the harvest and other peak periods, more people would 

have helped out, including women and children.  A 

blacksmith, pig dealer, cattle dealer, husbandman and 

horse breaker provided ancillary services. 

Four members of the Tattam family operated the steam mill providing flour.  

Located on Main Road, the mill is now a family home.   

Supplying food (and drink) to the village was achieved by two bakers, two butchers, 

a fishmonger and an egg dealer (eggler). One farmer was listed as also being a shop 

keeper.  I believe there would have been more ‘shops’ but perhaps they operated on 

an informal basis.  Travelling salesmen (pedlars) would also have visited the village.  

Villagers would have kept pigs and chickens and grown their own fruit and 

vegetables.  Allotments were available to rent, provided by Lord Carrington who 

owned much of the land around, and most villagers had one. 

There were two pubs at the time, The Horse and Jockey situated next to what is the playground 

today, and the Three Horseshoes (which also operated as a butchers). 

Manor Farm ca 1905 

The Mill 



There were two ministers, Church of England and Baptist (the Methodist minister wasn’t mentioned); 

a school master and his assistant (his wife), a post mistress, a parcel carrier; and a policeman.  There 

were two shoemakers, a boot maker (who also dealt in second-hand bicycles), a dress maker and a 

seamstress; two bricklayers and a road worker for the local council. 

Ten men worked for the railway and we had a retired station 

master living in the village too.  They probably worked at 

Bletchley, a five mile walk or cycle. 

The majority of women had no occupation listed and would have 

been kept busy raising children or looking after the home.  

However, it was interesting to see 10 girls between 13 and 23 

listed as brush makers. 

Beginning around 1880, three large brush makers were founded around Fenny Stratford, eventually 

becoming the town’s oldest large-scale industry.    

In October 1900, a brush factory was founded in Drayton 

Parslow where the girls would have found occupation.  The 

work would have involved attaching the bristles to pre-drilled 

wooden brush backs, using pitch or a method called ‘drawing’ 

which involved threading wire and bristles through the holes.   

The brushes would later have to be finished with a backing to cover the holes.  The factory didn’t 

last long in the village.  By 1903 it was gone.    

Although domestic service was still a major source of employment at the end of the 19th century, 

only a few houses in the village had live-in servants.  These were the Rectory who had a housemaid as 

well as a cook who lived ‘out’; the Baptist Minister and his wife had a housemaid at the Manse (in 

Chapel Lane), and there was a domestic at Manor Farm as well as single servants at Stoke Road Farm 

and Dorcas Farm.  There were no occupants of the Lodge at the time of the census and although 

Kingsland Farm was occupied by a large family there were no live-in servants there. Young daughters 

will have gone out to domestic service elsewhere of course, and a quick search has revealed at least 

20 of these in places across the country such as Winslow, Fenny Stratford, London and Hove in 

Sussex.  Just one Drayton Parslow resident was listed as a domestic while still living with her parents, 

but I suspect that ad hoc household help such as cleaning and laundry was provided by women in the 

village.   

There were four residents ‘living on own means’ and four more retired (i.e., financially secure).  

However, there were 17 men and women aged between 42 and 82 (around 6% of the adult population 

in the village) receiving parish relief.  

Ann Lynch  

01296 720 742 

 
Sources       Isobel Smith Cresswell – Something Going on in Drayton    
http://ancestry.co.uk     http://progress-is-fine.blogspot.com/2016/02/vanished-makers-beacon-brushes.html    
http://www.brushmakers.com/drawing.html;   https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/  

A Brush Maker at home 

A pre-drilled brush back 

http://ancestry.co.uk/
http://progress-is-fine.blogspot.com/2016/02/vanished-makers-beacon-brushes.html
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Quiz Time #6 with thanks again to Susan Piddock 

 

1. ‘What name is given to the first day of Lent? 

2 ‘The movie wasn’t so hot, it didn’t have much of a plot, we fell asleep, our 

goose is cooked, our reputation is shot’ are the lyrics from which well known Everly 

Brothers hit song? 

3 A Salopian is a native of which English county? 

4 Between which 2 European countries is the Bonifacio Strait? 

5 Who took over from Richard Harris in the role of Dumbledore 

in the Harry Potter films? 

6 Which youth organisation was founded by Scottish business-

man William Smith in 1883? 

7 What famous battle occurred on 21st October, 1805? 

8 Which 20th Century writer once said ‘my name is only an anagram of toilets’? 

9 What did Robert Burns refer to as ‘A wee, sleekit, cow’rin, 

tim’rous beastie’? 

10 What is the name of the little bird in the Peanuts Strip Cartoon? 

11 In which country is Timbuktu? 

12 What do you produce when tatting? 

13 Which naturally occurring substance is produced in the process of  

mellification? 

14 What should appear from the egg if a ‘cob’ and a ‘pen’ have got it together? 

15 What does a rhinologist specialise in? 

8. T S Eliot 

9. A mouse 

10. Woodstock 

11. Mali 

12. Lace 

13. Honey 

14. A cygnet (Swan) 

15. Noses 

Answers to quiz from issue 163 (this issue) 

1. Ash Wednesday 

2. Wake up Little Susie  

3. Shropshire 

4. France and Italy – the Bonifacio Strait lies between Corsica 
and Sardinia 

5. Michael Gambon 

6. Boys Brigade 

7. Battle of Trafalgar  



TOGETHER, WE’RE BUILDING 
A NATION OF LAWN LOVERS

REVOLUTIONISING LAWN CARE
With our passion for innovative solutions and most importantly, our love for lawns, we’ll 
ensure your lawn takes pride of place as your garden’s crowning glory, all year long.

Our ground-breaking Lawn Treatment Programmes feature four fantastic NutraGreen 
Treatments, plus an application of our newly improved Oasis Water Conserver. Our unique 
Standard and Ultimate Programmes include even more benefits to ensure your lawn remains 
weed-free, luscious, and of course, beautifully green!

Let ’s create the lawn we both love
Start your Lawn Care journey today: 
Call: 01908 850545
Email: miltonkeynes@greenthumb.co.uk 
Visit: greenthumb.co.uk

FROM JUST

PER TREATMENT

* Based on a lawn size 
up to 40m2

£15* 

START YOUR LAWN CARE JOURNEY
Get an instant free quote at greenthumb.co.uk/measure or just call us to arrange a 
free, no obligation survey appointment

Your local lawn expert will contact you to analyse your lawn and discuss 
recommendations

Admire your beautiful lawn as it shines proudly as the centrepiece of your garden

1

2

3



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
 

Paul Eveling 
 Domestic Electrical Services 

 
All types of domestic electrical 

Work carried out.  
No call out charges 

Free Quotations 
Friendly Local Electrician 

Part P Approved  
 

Additional Sockets / Lights, Exterior / Security 
Lighting, 

Fault Rectification, Electric Showers, Fuse 
Box Upgrades 

. 

88 Westbrook End 
Newton Longville  

Tel Home: 01908 649143 
Mob: 07541025351 

e-mail paul@evelingelectrical.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:p.eveling@talktalk.net


DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES AND WANTED ADS 
  
 
BABYSITTING & ODD JOBS! 
 
 

Emily Hunter: 07716 486990 
emilyvictoria10@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

 
 
COMPUTER SERVICES 
 
 

Comput@mation 
Computer support and after-sales services. 
John Wallace,  
Mob: 07968 536068 
Tel: 01525 261381 
Fax: 0871 528 4646 
john@computamation.co.uk 

 
 
GARDEN SERVICES 
 
 

Softscape Horticulture 
Garden Consultancy and Maintenance. Border work, 
mowing, planting & advice. Based in Steeple Claydon. 
Call Jon on 01296 738353 or 07950 341399 
 

 

 
TUITION 
 
 

121 Tuition in Maths, Science & English 
Maths, Science/Physics: 
KS1-4, Also 11+. Qualified 121 tutor with CRB. 
Roger Crews 07946 568153 rcrews@btinternet.com 

 
 
PICTURE FRAMING 
 
 

Country Frame 
Est 1984, quality framing in Stewkley. Mount cutting, 
needlework stretching.   
Call Paul Body 01525 240163 or 07771 508805  
10 Fishweir (off Chapel Square), Stewkley LU7 0HB 
Please call before visiting 
www.countryframe.co.uk 

 
 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
 

A TOUCH OF PAINT 
Michael is Back Working In The Village! 
Your ex-Drayton postie is back to painting and 
decorating.  
Contact me for your painting jobs. All painting jobs 
considered – Big or small.  
PERFECTION IS ALWAYS GUARANTEED 
Give me a call for your free quote. Michael Vincent 
Mob: 07715 276046 
Tel: 01908 415349 
atouchofpaint@btinternet.com 

 

 
 
TREE SURGERY 
 
 

All aspects of tree and hedge work undertaken. Fully 
insured and village based.  
Contact Graham on 07946 382588. 
 

TO RECEIVE VILLAGE NEWS  
BY E-MAIL IN COLOUR  CONTACT SALLY   

dpvillagenews@outlook.com 
 to be added to the list. 

You will still receive the hard copy as well, but the e-
mail version is available around a week before the 

printed copy. 
 

Advertising rates: 
Classified listing £30 per year 

Boxed advert £60 per year (6 issues) 
One-off boxed ads £12 

 

For Sale/Wanted items: 
£2 DP residents, £4 Non-residents 

 

Please contact Sally on dpvillagenews@outlook.com 
 

We are very grateful for the support of our advertisers 
and information about village events. However, this 

does not imply endorsement by the Editors. 
 

 

DP Go Green 
 

 
Have you got anything going spare that other villagers might 

have a use for? e.g. top soil, turf, paint, carpet 
Contact us at dpvillagenews@outlook.com 
(no charge from us if no charge from you) 

mailto:emilyvictoria10@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:john@computamation.co.uk
mailto:rcrews@btinternet.com
http://www.countryframe.co.uk/
mailto:atouchofpaint@btinternet.com
mailto:dpvillagenews@outlook.com
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Your Garden in May        
 

May is usually a great month for gardeners, spring is all but over, summer is just starting. It 
should be safe to start planting up hanging baskets and summer pots but beware of late 
frosts and bring under cover if it gets too cold. 
 
Jobs for the garden 

• Start planting up hanging baskets and containers but bring back inside if frost is likely; 
plant out summer bedding at the end of the month 

• Remove the dead heads of spring flowering bulbs to encourage plants to store energy 
in the bulb rather than wasting it on seed production  

• Cut Aubretia back hard when it has finished flowering and give it a feed so that it 
produces new growth and remains compact 

• Stake border perennial varieties that are tall growing and that tend to flop over 

• Mulch around newly planted trees and shrubs to reduce weeds and retain moisture. 
Regularly hoe off weeds  

• Prune early flowering shrubs back now so that they have time to make new growth 
and flower buds for next year 

• Begin to cut the grass regularly and fill in any bare spots by slightly loosening the 
surface of the soil and sow a good quality lawn seed over the area evenly  

• Earth up potatoes, and promptly plant any still remaining. 
 
 
Plant of the Month – Lavender 

An easy to grow, evergreen shrub producing masses of beautifully 
scented flowers above green or silvery-grey foliage. It is a drought-
tolerant plant that thrives in a sunny border, container, herb or 
gravel gardens. Integral to the “English” garden scene, Lavender is 
valued for its fragrance, long flowering period and beautiful scent. 
The word lavender is generally thought to be derived from Old 
French lavandre, to wash, ultimately from the Latin lavare (to wash), 
referring to the use of infusions of the plants. There are two main 

types, English Lavender, Lavandula angustifolia characterised by a single flush of flowers 
on long stems and French Lavender Lavandula stoechas recognisable by their colourful 
bracts or ear-like tufts topping the flowerheads. French lavender although more 
decorative, is less hardy than the English varieties. 
 
With many thanks to Gill Gallon. 

 
 



You Might Like These… 
 

Recipe 
 

James Bailey (aged 14) 

recommends… 

Roast Salmon with Chorizo & 

Almonds 

 
 

I've really enjoyed cooking during the lockdown and am 

pleased to have learnt a new skill.  

 

I spend more time in the kitchen baking cakes and cooking 

the family tea, which is something I wouldn't have seen 

myself doing this time last year.  

 

Looking up recipes and trying new combinations of my 

favourite foods really helped me relieve the boredom and 

this recipe has two of my favourites, salmon and chorizo, so 

when I saw them together, I knew it had to be a winner! 

 

Ingredients (serves 4) 

• 1 tbsp coconut oil 

• 225g raw chorizo, cut into 3cm pieces 

• 2 red onions, peeled and cut into thin wedges 

• 2 red peppers, de-seeded and  cut into strips 

• 1 courgette, trimmed and cut into half moons 

• 4 x 175g salmon fillets, skin on 

• 50g kale, thick stalks removed 

• 80g blanched almonds 

• 1 lemon, cut into wedges, to serve 

1. Preheat the oven to 200°C (fan 180 °C/gas mark 6). 

2. Dollop the coconut oil onto a large roasting tray and slide 

the tray into the oven to warm up for 5 minutes. 

3. Remove the tray from the oven and carefully lay on it the 

chorizo, red onions, peppers and courgettes, then roast all 

together in the oven for 15 minutes. 

4. Remove the tray from the oven, give all the ingredients a 

bit of a turn and lay the salmon on top, skin side up. 

5. Scatter on the kale and then finally the blanched almonds, 

and bake in the oven for a final 10 minutes. 

Serve up over 4 plates with a baked potato, sour cream and a 

good wedge of lemon. 

Film 
 

Amy Colborne-Baber (aged 9) 

recommends… 

Mamma Mia 
Mamma Mia is a very good 

film, in my opinion. If you’re 

a fan of ABBA songs, then 

you’ll definitely love this. It 

has ABBA songs all the way 

through it. It’s about a young 

girl – Sophie (Amanda 

Seyfried)  – who doesn’t 

know who her father is. Her 

mum – Donna (Meryl 

Streep) loved 3 men and she 

spent time with all of them.  

Each of them could be her 

father so she sets out to try and find her real Dad. It will have 

you dancing and at some parts, in tears.  

 

I’ve watched it many times and I’m always asking to watch it. 

Some of the songs that they sing are Voulez-Vous, Does Your 

Mother Know, Honey Honey and The Winner Takes It All. 
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