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  YOUR VILLAGE NEWS 
NEEDS YOU!  

We hope you have continued to 
enjoy the Village News during 
lockdown even though Covid 19 
has led to the absence of many of 
the regular features. 
 
Please help us by sparing a few 
minutes to send us some content for future editions:  
 
Tell us about your hobbies; reviews of anything you think might be 
of interest to other villagers (books, movies, TV, places etc); recipes; 
memories of the village; your answers to the usual ’30 mins with’ 
feature etc. Don’t worry about the format: it can be emailed or 
handwritten; and we can add pictures and sort out the 
presentation. 

NEXT ISSUE 
Contributions, articles and photos for the August/September 

issue by no later than Friday July 2nd 2021 please to the 
Village News mailbox dpvillagenews@outlook.com or by 

hand to Sally Wallis (10 Prospect Close) or Claire Darnley 
(Tamara, 3b Main Road). 

 
If you want to speak to either of us, please contact  

Sally on 720030 or Claire on 720383. 

 

VPA Show 2021 
SATURDAY 14th AUGUST 2021 

 
Preparations for the Village Show are under way, fingers 

crossed we have no more COVID setbacks and everything can 
run as normally as possible.   

 
So, get your handicrafts sorted, your flowers and vegetables 
planted and your homemade wines brewed, and don’t forget 

the photographs!!  We look forward to seeing you all on 
show day. 

 
More details will follow as soon as we get it sorted out. 

 

UNSUNG HERO 
A huge THANK YOU to our resident strong man 

Mr Simon Marshall 
He goes out in his own time and picks up all the rubbish out of 
the ditches and along the grass verges at the bottom of the 
village, then takes it all home to either recycle or bin it. 
Keeping our village that much tidier. 

 

Thank you so much Simon you are a star.   

Please support the Three Schools with Bag2School on 
July 5th . See also the Virtual Balloon Race on the back 

cover

 
The Buckingham Mk1 Consul, Zephyr & Zodiac 2021 Meet! 

                                                                Greenacre Hall, Sunday  
                                                                           August 1 from 9am – 4pm 
                                                                                          Free Entry 

 
                                                                          There will be a burger van  
                                                                              from 9am till 12 noon! 

 
Tea, coffee and a selection of cakes available from the village hall 

once the Burger van has closed. 
 

mailto:dpvillagenews@outlook.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+church+pictures&view=detailv2&&id=A58D8273A59A08F728FB0F28C5F4137683AFD532&selectedIndex=10&ccid=H1gtSDKG&simid=608008194550925606&thid=OIP.M1f582d4832860db03269f3dc4bed3c81o0


Let’s spend 30 minutes with… 

David May 
I am married to Abi, we have 2 
children; Isabelle (aged 10) and 
Oliver (aged 7). I've been 
teaching in Primary education 
coming up to 21 years, working 
across several authorities 
including; North-East Lincolnshire, 
Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire 
and in my current role at The 
Three Schools (Swanbourne CE 
School, Mursley CE School and 
Drayton Parslow Village School). 
 

My hobbies are running, cycling, coaching under 7s at 
Leighton Buzzard Rugby Club and when I have time, golf. I 
also enjoy visiting Whipsnade zoo and going on walks with 
the family to some of our favourite locations including; Stowe, 
Waddesdon, by the Grand Union canal and Ivinghoe Beacon.  
 

I grew up in Hull – a busy city with 2 rugby league teams and 
1 football team, the mighty Tigers, which fuelled my 
obsession with sport from an early age. My Dad never tires of 
reminding me,  if there was a ball involved I was ready to get 
stuck in and give it my all!   
 

After returning home from my studies at University, I lived in 
Barrow-Upon-Humber (just across the Humber Bridge from 
Hull), and started teaching at a local school for 4 years. I met 
my wife in 2005 and after 2 years of travelling between 
Humberside and Pitstone, I took the plunge and moved ‘down 
South’ to the village of Stewkley. 
 
1. What is your connection with Drayton Parslow? 
I have worked at Drayton Parslow Village school as part of 
the Three Schools Federation for the past 7 years, since 
joining as Deputy Head in September 2014. I became Co-
Executive Head in September 2018.  
 

2. What do you like best about Drayton Parslow?  
I love working in the village and feel incredibly lucky that we 
are surrounded by such beautiful countryside and wildlife. I 
think Drayton Parslow has an amazing community spirit, there 
is always someone to help the school if needed. The fact that 
we have a great pub to provide amazing school dinners and a 
village hall for PE lessons and activities are fantastic facilities 
to have so close by!   
 

3. What is your favourite event held in the village? 
The Fedoriw Christmas lights display and the advent 
window competition are both wonderful events that makes it 
feel that the festive season has arrived and the Christmas 
countdown has begun.   
  
4. What is your favourite book / books? 

Mark Billingham is my favourite author; the 
DCI Tom Thorne crime thrillers always have 
me gripped from the very first page. As soon 
as a new book is released, I am desperate to 
have it in my hands. I have read each of 
Billingham’s 17 novels several times over. I 

am also a huge fan of Ben Elton, his unique perspective on 
some of the most controversial topics of our time including 
celebrity, climate change, war and even time travel are so 
provocative and entertaining.  

5. Who is your favourite celebrity chef & why? 
Raymond Blanc – I have been lucky enough to experience a 
taster menu at Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons. I love France 
and French cuisine and Blanc’s restaurant definitely lived up 
to the reputation of ‘offering one of Britain's finest gastronomic 
experiences’. 
  
6. The film you can watch again & again? 
The Shawshank Redemption is truly a timeless 
masterpiece. It's a classic film and an obvious choice, but no 
matter how many times I watch it, I thoroughly enjoy it and am 
emotionally spent by the end. The performances from Tim 
Robbins and Morgan Freeman are so absorbing that they 
make you forget that you are watching a film.  
  
7. What is the best job you have ever had? 
I adore my current job and wouldn’t change it for the world. 
But a close second were my jobs as food and beverage 
manager and night duty manager at a hotel in Hull. These 
roles at age 18 and the people and challenges I encountered, 
ensured I grew up very quickly and helped me acquire many 
of the skills I have to this day.   
  
8. What is your favourite place to visit?  
As we are still following COVID-19 Lockdown restrictions, I 
am pleased to be able to slip on my trainers and disappear 
down by the Grand Union Canal for a 10K run (or plod). If I 
was able to pick anywhere is the world right now it would be 
to return to Twickenham to watch Eddie Jones’ men or see 
my beloved Wasps. I have had some unforgettable times in 
this magnificent stadium, leaving at full-time filled with joy or 
despair in equal measure. I have spent some amazing breaks 
in Rome with my wife and loved staying at the Hilton Rome 
Cavalieri, I would be delighted to spend another long 
summer’s evening on the terrace over-looking one of the best 
cities in the world.   
 

9. Who would be your special guests at a dinner? 
I am a huge fan of sport, music 
and comedy. My special guests 
from the world of comedy would 
be legends Robin Williams, Vic 
Reeves and Bob Mortimer and 
Fleabag creator Phoebe Waller-

Bridge. 
I would invite the lead singer of the Stereophonics Kelly 
Jones, Queen’s flamboyant frontman Freddie Mercury and 

Oasis  and High-Flying Birds 
Britpop legend Noel Gallagher. 
From the world of sport, it would 
have to be former captain of 
England and Wasps, 2016 
inductee of the World Rugby Hall 
of Fame and Lions Legend 

Lawrence Dallaglio,  the architect of 
England’s victorious 2003 Rugby 
World Cup campaign Clive 
Woodward, New York, Chicago and 
London marathon legend Paula 
Radcliffe and finally Hull City legend 
and back to back promotion winning 
captain Ian Ashbee.  
I would very much like to share a meal and a pint or 2 with 
each one of these amazing people. I am not too sure how the 
conversation would flow, but I’d be very interested in listening 
all night long to the fantastic tales they would have to offer. 



 

Holy Trinity News 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Sunday 23rd May we celebrated Pentecost. It’s the day 
in the church when we remember what happened 7 weeks 
after Easter when Jesus’ friends were together in a locked 
room and the Holy Spirit joined them!  
 
We read in the book of Acts how what looked like tongues 
of fire appeared on their heads and there was the sound of 
a strong wind blowing. Wind and fire are both powerful and 
this symbolised the power of God they were receiving 
through the Holy Spirit 
 
On this day they came out from the locked room where 
they were hiding from the authorities in fear for their lives 
into the streets to tell people about Jesus, who He was, 
what He had done and what it all meant. 
They were even speaking in different languages (ones they 
didn’t know) so visitors to Jerusalem could understand.  This 
confidence was given them by the Holy Spirit 
 
Some accused them of being drunk; they were loud and 
excitable, and Peter, one of Jesus closest friends, stood up 
and told them all what had happened, Jesus' death and 
resurrection and how the promised Holy Spirit had just 
arrived and filled them. 
 
We are told that 3,000 people become new followers of 
Jesus that day and we remember it as the beginning of the 
Christian Church, its birthday. Today nearly 2,000 years 
later, we remember these events because those 3,000 went 
and told others and the news of Jesus soon began to spread 
around the world. 
 
The Church is still celebrating and sharing that Good News 
of Jesus just like Peter did all those years ago.  So happy 
birthday to the Church and here’s to a better year ahead. 
 
God bless you. 
Simon   

 

HOLY TRINITY SERVICE DATES 

June  

6th   9:30am Morning Prayer – Lay Led 

13th 9:30am Holy Communion – David Talks 

20th 9:30am Morning Prayer – Lay Led 

27th 9:30am Holy Communion – Jackie Brown 

July  

4th   9:30am Morning Prayer – Lay Led 
 

Some photos from the  

Wedding of George Wilson and Tabitha Foster  

at Holy Trinity on Friday 23rd April.  

 

 

 
It was a beautiful day and even Colin and Cuthbert 

managed to make up for their wedding! The arrival 

of baby Dorothy is imminent, but she hasn't made 

it in time for the village news this month!  

 
 



Celebrating John and Wendy Preston’s Diamond Wedding Anniversary 

On the 22nd April 1961, both aged 21, John and Wendy Preston 

got married at Hatfield in Hertfordshire, so this April we celebrat-

ed our Diamond Wedding Anniversary, albeit 

very quietly because of Covid but we did get a 

very nice card from the Queen.   

Once married we were posted to our first Po-

lice House at South Oxhey, in those days you 

had to live within the County you served 

in.  Our first daughter was born there but two 

years later we were posted to a lovely village 

Police House where our second daughter was born showing us the 

joy of village life.   

A posting to the large town of Hemel Hempstead followed but 

soon you were allowed to purchase your own property which we 

promptly did.   

Nearing retirement John applied to live out of County which led us to buying a house in Prospect Close where we spent a 

very happy 26 years getting involved and enjoying village life.  We sold our house to John and Sally Wallis who also car-

ry on the tradition of getting involved in village life.  We downsized to Fox Lane almost 8 years ago so have now been in 

Drayton for 34 years, quite the longest we have lived anywhere. 

We think we are the only couple currently living in the village to 

have reached a Diamond Wedding, so apologies to anyone else 

who may have and we do know there will be another couple next 

year.   

Thank you to everyone who has contributed towards making our 

time in the village such a great place to live.  

We are happy, healthy and still love each other. 

John & Wendy 

 

          Taken before attending the last Royal Garden Party to take place before Covid. 

Update from the Neighbourhood Planning Group 
 

It seems that our usual Village news updates have mostly recently focused on our chase of AVDC / BCC, as we have tried 
to establish where our plan is (or has been) during the pandemic, and the change over from AVDC to BCC. With thanks 
to the assistance of the Parish Council, we have now established that the Plan is currently undergoing the consultation 
process with BCC, who have recently requested that we agree to them extending this phase, due to the volume of work 
they are experiencing. 

Meanwhile, we have received a positive SEA Report - this is the Strategic Environmental Assessment that has to be com-
pleted in accordance with the European Directive and SEA of Plans & Programmes Regulations. This 28 day formal con-
sultation involves the Environment Agency, Natural England and Historic England who have considered our draft plan 
and all agreed that a full SEA Screening is not required. In other words, our plan as it stands, will not have any significant 
negative impact environmentally. This is, of course, what we had hoped for, but we are pleased to have ticked this box! 

So, whilst we await the outcome of the BCC Consultation, a small team have been writing the Consultation Report. This 
sits alongside the Plan and is a detailed chronology of the entire process we have undertaken in the creation of the Plan, 
together with all appropriate evidence. This is almost as big a job as writing the report itself! 

Once we have the received the outcome of the BCC consultation we will have greater clarity on the next steps towards 
completion - and we very much look forward to sharing those with you soon. 

The DP NP Group 



CRICKET REPORT 

 
Drayton Parslow Cricket Club’s (DPCC) 2021 season has, gotten off to a slow start, with two close losses. This is 
unsurprisingly, given that no one in the team had picked up a cricket bat for over 12 months. DPCC hosted MK Air on the 
24th of April and struggled to 116 off of 28 overs. There were brilliant bowling displays from Jon Adams claiming his first 
hat-trick for the club, and Imran Younas who picked up four wickets. MK Air just edged a win to get over the line with the 
loss of 7 wickets. 
 
For their second fixture on the 1st of May, DPCC travelled to Harlington CC. On what presented as a very dubious wicket the 
home side managed to put 182 on the board from their 40 overs. Hasan Ali bowling for DPCC managed 9 overs 3-40. After a 
slow start again with the bat Irfan Jared and Vishal Valambhia steadied the ship for Drayton Parslow and it started to look 
positive.  With a flourish of wickets, the game hung in the balance. A fantastic last wicket stand between Patel and Jon 
Adams the win looked in sight but as the last wicket fell and we were four runs short. 
 
The weather was unkind on the 8th of May, and the fixture against Buckland and Aston Clinton was cancelled.  
 
Upcoming Fixtures: 

 05th June v Milton Bryan CC (H) 03rd July v Harlington CC (H) 

12th June v MK Air CC (A) 10th July v Buckland & Aston Clinton CC (A) 

19th June v Open University CC  (H) 17th July v Westcroft CC (H) 

26th June v Studham CC (H) 24th July v Elstow CC (A) 

 31st July v North Crawley CC (H) 

  

 
Drayton Parslow Cricket Club are a family-friendly and inclusive club, we run friendlies matches each Sunday during the 
season, and would welcome new players and new spectators to the Club. 
 
Many thanks, Alun Winney 

Drayton Parslow Sports & Social Club 

The Recreation Ground, Main Road, Drayton Parslow, 

MK17 0JR 

Club Updates 

The Mobile Post Office continues to operate out of the clubhouse on a Tuesday morning (9am – 

11am), serving all of your Post Office needs in a socially-distanced, well-spaced, secure way. 

 

With the usual social distancing, masks, sanitiser regulations, the bar is currently open on 

Sunday lunchtimes (outside, table-service only at time of writing), as a community space to 

enable the village to socialise and get together again.   

In addition to our picnic tables, we have parasols and a lovely 

gazebo at the back of the clubhouse, for use in case of blazing sunshine (or torrential rain). 

Opening hours will continue to be posted on our clubhouse notice board located on Main 

Road at the bottom of the rec ground (by the entrance gates to the rec).  

 



Jeremy’s Walks 

In Drayton Parslow we are lucky to live in a very beautiful part of the world with a rich history. Many of us who have 

lived in the area for some time enjoy walking and exploring the local landscape. And it’s something that has been 

even more important in this last year. Early in Lockdown 1, Wendy Preston said to me that it would be a good idea if 

someone (by someone, I took it she meant me) wrote a booklet of local walks to help people new to the village get 

to know the area. 

After a year I have managed to prepare one walk. For me, this is pretty fast going, but clearly at this rate it will be 

years before I produce a ‘booklet’. To give myself a deadline to work to and to make sure I get something out there, 

I’m going to submit a local walk to each issue of Village News until the editors get fed up with me or I have enough 

walks for a booklet which can be sold to raise funds for the church. 

The walks will all use statutory footpaths, bridleways and other rights of way and will include details of features 

historical interest that you pass on the way. And of course, there is more than historical features to see on the walks. 

 My aim is to produce a number of relatively short walks that take an hour or two to complete (The distances stated 

for each walk are based on starting and ending each walk at the War Memorial), but with opportunities to combine 2 

or more walks to provide longer routes that can keep you out all day! The walk will cover all points of the compass 

around Drayton Parslow.  

Hopefully the descriptions in the text will be sufficient, but each walk will be accompanied by a (very) simple map. 

However, my cartographical skills are limited. If you feel the need for something more professional than I can 

produce, Ordnance Survey Explorer Map 192 covers the area or you can download the OS App onto your 

smartphone. 

I hope you find the walks interesting. The first one is on the next page. 

Jeremy Lee 



Jeremy’s Walk Number 1: Salden and Mursley - 4 miles 

This is a relatively easy walk on well-marked paths across undulating farmland. The walk is relatively easy 

at most times of the year, however, the stretch between points 4 and 6 can get boggy after prolonged rain. 

There are 3 stiles on the route, but, if these present a problem, a shorter walk with no stiles can be had by 

turning left at point 6 and walking up the lane to point 9.The walk starts from the War Memorial in Drayton 

Parslow. 

 

1. From the War Memorial go left, up Main Road towards Holy Trinity Church. 

 

2. Before you get to the church, turn right onto the bridleway known as Phillips Lane. I believe that the 

origin of this track was in the late 18th Century the wite of the then Rector wanted to shorten her carriage 

drive to relatives at Salden House. 

 

3. lgnore the footpaths leading right and left as you enter the field known as Great Ground and continue 

along the track. As you walk up the slope past the beautiful copse on the right of the track, to your left you 

will see a large depression in the ground filled with trees and scrub. This is the remains of a quarry that 

provided materials for maintaining and re-routing the Mursley to Stewkley Road at enclosure in the late 

18th Century. 

 

4. When you get to the far side of Great Ground, ignore the footpath to the left and go through the gate in 

front of you. If you look to your right, you can see the curve in the hedgerow which is now the only obvious 

physical evidence of the site of Salden Windmill. The curve in the hedge marks the northern edge of the 

large earth mound on which the windmill sat. The windmill was demolished in the '1890s and was replaced 

by the steam mill that is now a house in Main Road. However, the mound was still clearly visible at least 

until the 1940s. The gate marks the boundary between the Parishes of Drayton Parslow and Mursley. Once 

through the gate, keeping the fence/hedge on your left, ignore the bridleway to the right and walk to 

the far side of the field. 

 



5. At the end of the field, ignore the bridleway to the left and turn right, downhill, following the curve of 

the hedge to your left. Go through a couple of gates onto a track, still going downhill, until you get to 

another gate onto a narrow road which leads to Salden. 

 

6. At this point, if you want to do a shorter walk avoiding stiles you can turn left and follow the road to 

point 10. Please note that, whilst the vehicles tend to be moving quite slowly, it is common to encounter 

vehicles on this road. However, for our walk, go straight ahead, following the road with the very attractive 

Salden Upper Pond on your left. Ignore the stile on your left which provides access for the members of the 

Winslow Angling Club to the pond and follow the road until you see a footpath on your left, just before you 

reach Salden House Farm. 

 

7. The attractive and imposing Salden House Farmhouse is only part of one wing of the much larger and 

magnificent Salden House. Salden House was built for Sir John Fortescue, cousin and Chancellor to 

Elizabeth l, in the late 16th Century. Most of the house was demolished in the mid-l8h Century. At the 

footpath go through the gate and ignore the footpath going straight ahead along the boundary of Salden 

House Farm. Instead go diagonally left, up the hill towards the point where the slopes of two hills (one 

coming down from the left and one coming down from the right) intersect. At the top of the ridge, you can 

look down on Upper Salden Pond to your left and Salden House Farm, behind you. Looking forward you 

should clearly see a field gate with a stile to the left in the hedge near the top of a further hill. Head 

towards this gate and stile. 

 

8. Go over the stile into the next field and head diagonally left. If there is a crop in the field the path is 

usually easy to follow, but at the top of the slope you should see a hedge in front of you with a gate in it. 

The gate post has a footpath marker on it. Don't go through the gate, but turn right and follow the hedge, 

keeping the hedge on your left, until you get to a stile at the far corner of the field. While you are crossing 

the field, you will see the familiar landmark of Mursley Water Tower in front of you and to the right. But 

then again, there aren't many places in the area where you can't see Mursley Water Tower from! It was 

built on high ground in the '1930s to provide a reliable water supply to the area. The water tower was 

damaged during World War II when a Wellington Bomber crashed into it in poor visibility while trying to 

land at Little Horwood Airfield. Sadly, all four of the crew of the aircraft were killed. 

 

9. Having crossed the stile you will find yourself on a narrow, but attractive footpath, which leads to Main 

Street in Mursley, where you turn left. The unusually wide Main Street owes its layout to a period in the 

13th Century when Mursley was granted a charter for a market. However, after only a few years the 

market was taken away because the market at Leighton Buzzard complained about the competition! Walk 

down Main Street, past the church, before turning left into Cooks Lane. Walk up Cooks Lane until it bends 

sharply left. 

 

10. If you follow Cooks Lane when it turns left it will take you back down to Salden Upper Pond at point 6. 

However, don't turn left, go straight ahead through the gate in front of you. If you want a slightly shorter 

walk, you can cut diagonally right across the field to a stile in the hedge and return to Great Ground on the 

other side of the hedge (turn immediately left after the style to return to point 4 and then retrace your 

steps to Drayton). However, if you go straight ahead from the gate, keeping the hedge on your left you will 

come to the gate by point 5. Turn right here and retrace your steps to Drayton Parslow. 

 

 



Quiz Time #7 with thanks again to Susan Piddock 

1. Whose autobiography was titled ‘Long Road to Freedom’? 

2. What paste needs to be added to ground chickpeas to make hummus? 

3. In what year were people free to tear up their ration books? 

4. There are 3 sizes of poodle – toy and standard 

are 2 – what is the 3rd? 

5. How many human beings set sail on Noah’s Ark? 

6. Triton is a satellite of which planet? 

7. Which of the world’s rivers contains the most volume of water? 

8. In which county is Uttoxeter race course? 

9. Mount Egmont is a volcanic peak in which country? 

10. What could Roman Catholics do in good conscience for the first time on 5th 

December 1966? 

11. Who is the first character Dorothy meets on the 

road to Oz? 

12. By what name was Farrokh Bulsara better 

known? 

13. In Some Like it Hot, Tony Curtis and Jack Lemmon flee from a gangland massa-

cre?  In drag and on the run Tony Curtis took on the name Josephine, what 

name did Jack Lemmon use? 

14. Name the ‘first woman’ jockey who won the 2021 English Grand National? 

15. With which sport is the Sheffield venue ‘Ponds Forge’ associated? 

     (Answers below)     

8 Staffordshire 

9 New Zealand 

10 Eat meat on Fridays 

11 The Scarecrow 

12 Freddie Mercury  

13 Daphne 

14 Rachael Blackmore on Minella Times 

15 Swimming 

Answers to quiz from issue 164 (this issue) 

1 Nelson Mandela 

2 Tahini 

3 1954 

4 Miniature 

5 8 (In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, 
and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah’s wife, and the 
three wives of his sons with them, into the ark) 

6 Neptune 

7 The Amazon 



Drayton Parslow in 1901 - Child Boarders 

By Ann Lynch 
There were 8 young boys listed in the 1901 Census as living in Drayton Parslow but born in London and described 

as ‘boarders’. They were Edward (7) and Arthur (5) Burton, John Jackson (6), William Curwen (6), Thomas 

Edwards (9), David Freeman (8). James Dodd (7), and Joseph H Smith (7). 

Life for poor children in London at the turn of the century would have been hard.  Children whose parents died 

or were incapable of looking after them might end up on the streets or turn to crime.   By the end of the 19th 

century, some poor law authorities and voluntary organizations, such as Dr Barnados, were arranging regulated 

fostering and calling it “boarding out”; an official alternative to putting neglected children in the workhouse or 

an orphanage.  Foster carers were paid around 5 shillings a week for each child – that’s the equivalent of about 

£20 in today’s money. A move to Drayton Parslow for these youngsters would have provided them with a 

healthier lifestyle but took them away from their families and the places they knew. What happened to these 

children? 

John and Sarah Webb lived in a 3-room cottage in Chapel Lane. They appear to have been childless and they 

took in two young brothers, Edward and Arthur Burton, probably born in the Woolwich area. During their time 

in Drayton Parslow, they went to the local school, both of them being awarded prizes for achievement later in 

1901. They possibly helped on the farms too, but in 1905 they became part of a wide scheme of resettlement 

for poor and orphaned children in Canada. 

The SS Kensington sailed from Liverpool on 30th March 1905, arriving in Halifax, Nova 

Scotia on 10th April. On board was ‘a party from Dr Barnados’; a group comprising 269 

unaccompanied boys between the ages of 7 and 19, of which nearly two thirds were under 13 

(school leaving age).  Some adults were also included in the party, probably ‘carers’, as well 

as some families and single mothers with small children.  In total, there were about 1050 

passengers listed on board the ship. 

Amongst the boys were at least 3 of our 

Drayton Parslow boarders – Edward Burton 

(10), Arthur Burton (8), and William 

Curwen (11).  There was also a John 

Jackson and Joseph Smith of the right age. 

Six years later the Canadian census of 1911 shows the two 

Burton brothers: Edward, a labourer on a farm in Huron, 

Ontario, and Arthur, also a labourer, on a farm about 100 miles 

away in Elgin, Ontario.  In 1915 Arthur Burton, now 20 years 

old, signed up for the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force 

to serve in WWI.  Touchingly, he gave his place of birth as ‘Drayton’.   Six months later in 1916, Edward (22) 

followed his example.  His brother Arthur was named on his attestation papers as ‘brother, farmer, friend’.  

Arthur was killed in action in France in 1917, aged 21.  Edward was demobilised in May 1919 in Toronto but it’s 

difficult to trace him after that. It is possible that he returned to England as there is a matching record for 

him in the 1939 register, showing him as married and living in Lewisham.  

Also on the SS Kensington in 1905 was William Curwen (b. 1895) and possibly John Jackson (b. 1895).  These 

two boys had been boarders with Thomas and Martha Kirk who lived in a 5 roomed house near to the school on 

Main road and had no children of their own living at home. 

SS Kensington launched 1893 



After his journey to Canada in 1905, William does not appear in any census records there.  However, there is a 

sad record of his death by drowning in Wellend, Ontario in 1915.  He was just 21.  Although the name John 

Jackson is common, there is a record in the Canadian census of 1921 for someone of the right age and 

immigration date, listed as a farmer in Battleford Saskatchewan.  He had taken Canadian citizenship and was 

working on his own account, possibly on his own land which would have been available for free through the 

Dominion Lands Act.  

John and Mary Tattam were in their early 30’s and had no children.  They lived in a four roomed home next to 

the old Methodist Chapel (on what is now Carrington Hall Road) and took in Thomas Edwards , aged 8, and David 

Freeman, aged 7 at the time of the census.  Mary Tattam died in the autumn of 1901 so it is very unlikely that 

John would have been able to care for the boys alone and they may have returned to an orphanage.  I have 

found one record of a T. Edwards of the right age sailing from Liverpool to Quebec in May 1903 with a group of 

unaccompanied boys about the same age, but I can find no records under those names at all in the UK census of 

1911, nor in emigration records or Canadian or US censuses later in the century.   

Henry and Mary Bates married relatively late in their lives and do not appear to have had children of their own.  

They lived in a 3 room cottage near to the church and Henry (Harry) worked as an agricultural labourer.  They 

took in two boys, James Dodd and Joseph H Smith, both aged 7 at the time of the census.  Jimmy Dodd was 

probably born in Hackney.   

Jimmy was also sent to Canada and sailed on the SS Southwark to 

Toronto in 1904 when he was 11.  However, apparently the Bates 

missed him so much they collected enough to pay for his return.  By 

the 1911 census he was back in Drayton Parslow where he eventually 

married Winifred Thornton and settled down to raise his family 

here.   

What of Joseph H Smith?  I can find no definitive records for him 

in England after 1901 so maybe he was indeed on the SS Kensington 

in 1905.  There are matching records in Canadian censuses, but the 

name is too common to make a link. 

Between 1869 and the late 1930s, over 100,000 juvenile migrants were sent to Canada from the British Isles 

during the child emigration movement. Many believed that these children would have a better chance for a 

healthy, moral life in rural Canada, where families welcomed them as a source of cheap farm labour and 

domestic help.  After arriving by ship, the children were sent to distributing centres and receiving homes and 

then sent on to farmers in the area. Although many of the children were poorly treated and abused, others 

experienced a better life than if they had remained in the urban slums of England. Many served with the 

Canadian and British Forces during both World Wars. 

Does anyone in the village know more? 

 

Ann Lynch  

May 2021 

 
All the above information has been obtained from records held on www.Ancestry.com, https://www.freebmd.org.uk/  or 

http://www.britishhomechildrenregistry.com/,   https://canadianbritishhomechildren.weebly.com/ plus information from Isobel Smith-

Cresswell’s book, Something Going on in Drayton.   

The Bates and Jimmy outside ‘the Mansion’, their home on 
Main Road 

https://www.freebmd.org.uk/
http://www.britishhomechildrenregistry.com/
https://canadianbritishhomechildren.weebly.com/


PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  

 http://draytonparslowparishcouncil.org.uk/ 

draytonparslowclerk@gmail.com 

With lockdown in full swing, the Parish Council moved its meetings online and has held them via WebEx.  

Fortunately, with the relaxing of the rules, we’ll be able to hold our next meeting as normal in the Sports 

and Social Club on May 24.  Agendas and minutes are posted on the Parish Council Website 

www.draytonparslowparishcouncil.org.uk. 

Vacancies: Following the recent elections, Councillors Helen Harvey, Emma Wilson and Alan Batley have 

stood down and no other residents submitted papers to Bucks CC and so we will be looking to co-opt any 

who are interested at our next meeting.  If you are interested and haven’t already done so, please contact 

the clerk: draytonparslowclerk@gmail.com 

Parish news in brief 

Footpaths:  

We have started exploring with Carrington the possibility of moving the footpath behind the Pightle to 

follow the fence nearer the pond, a route walked over the years by several residents. Initial conversations 

with Carrington’s office would seem to indicate they are minded to support an application and so we are 

proceeding with the formalities.   

 

Planning:  

Our neighbourhood plan still languishes with Bucks CC following the consultation process.  They have been 

understandably preoccupied with Covid, unitary and the elections but we keep chasing.  We have a new 

application for land east of Salden Close and the Council has repeated its objections. With the Expressway 

cancelled, there are still the prospect of 1 Million homes to be built along the east west arc and there will 

be opportunities for residents and the council to participate in the consultation process and lobby groups 

as this progresses.  Coupled with the new planning laws outlined in the Queen’s speech it is more 

important than ever that residents who have an interest are active rather than passive in participation.  To 

be kept up to date on local planning issues you can use the Bucks planning portal 

https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-applications/ and email the 

Clerk to be included in our email distribution list. 

 

Traffic:  

The Council is investigating the cost of a permanent solar powered VAS like the ones you see in other 

villages as we experience a return to pre-lockdown traffic levels, and we are also actively investigating 

ways to prevent an EWR traffic using the village as a rat run given that they are not supposed to travel 

through Newton Longville.  We have applied for funds for additional kerbing to try to mitigate the erosion 

at the top of the village from the allotments to the national speed limit. 

 

Rec:  

We intend to start locking the rec again now that lockdown is over and we will be taking steps to ensure 

the removal of untaxed or unroadworthy vehicles from the lower car park and further enhancing the CCTV 

coverage.  We have also arranged for the MUGA to be cleaned. 

 

If you would like to have further information on these or other issues, please email the Clerk. 

http://draytonparslowparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:draytonparslowclerk@gmail.com
http://www.draytonparslowparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:draytonparslowclerk@gmail.com
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-applications/


  
 
 
 

                 Your Summer Garden with many thanks to Gill Gallon  
 
At last the summer months have arrived! The extra light and warmth encourage the garden 
to put on a huge burst of growth. Herbaceous borders are reaching their early summer peak 
and the kitchen garden is becoming productive. 
 
Plant of the Moment – Clematis 
This is one of the most popular garden plants, they are a great way to add 
vertical colour to your garden. There are so many varieties to choose from, 
from fast growing clematis that will quickly disguise unsightly walls and 
fences to slower growing varieties that can be used in small containers. 
They say there is a clematis that flowers every month of the year but the showiest are the 
summer flowering varieties.  
 
Clematis are generally divided into three main groups. 
Group 1 are early flowering and will bloom in the winter or spring on the previous year’s 
growth.  
They require little or no pruning. Most evergreen clematis belong to this group and they 
generally prefer a sunny and sheltered position in the garden. They include Clematis armandii 
and the vigorous montana’s. 
Group 2 are deciduous flowering in late spring and early summer, on side shoots arising from 
the previous year’s growth. They can repeat flower in mid to late summer at the tips of the 
current season’s growth. Flowers are generally larger and showier such as the well-known 
Nelly Moser. 
Group 3 is probably the largest group with late-flowering Clematis, including herbaceous 
clematis. They need hard pruning in early spring as they flower on this year’s growth. Well 
known for their large, showy flowers, there are also many smaller-flowered, viticella 
varieties. Something for everyone. 
And if you don’t know which group yours is in, just remember – If it flowers before June – 
Don’t Prune! 

Jobs for the garden 
1. Prune spring flowering shrubs after the blooms have faded, they will flower next year 

on the new growth they create this year.  
2. Check roses for mildew, aphid, black-spot or other insect or disease problems and if 

they appear, take steps to control them straight away 
3. If you haven’t done so yet plant out summer bedding into borders, containers and 

hanging baskets  
4. Remember to feed your containers and hanging baskets weekly with a liquid feed such 

as Miracle Gro or Tomorite. Dead-head spent blooms regularly 
5. Stake tall plants and continue to tie in climbers, such as clematis and sweet pea. 
6. Begin to cut the grass regularly and fill in any bare spots by slightly loosening the 

surface of the soil and sow a good quality lawn seed over the area evenly  
7. Pinch out sideshoots on tomatoes and harvest lettuce, radish, other salads and early 

potatoes 
8. Keep on top of weeds by hoeing regularly in dry conditions. 
9. Water tubs and new plants if dry but be water-wise. Water borders thoroughly and 

deeply each time to get to the roots - the opposite of little and often applies. 
10. Put straw under the strawberries to keep them clean and dry, net all soft fruit to keep 

the birds away. 



TOGETHER, WE’RE BUILDING 
A NATION OF LAWN LOVERS

REVOLUTIONISING LAWN CARE
With our passion for innovative solutions and most importantly, our love for lawns, we’ll 
ensure your lawn takes pride of place as your garden’s crowning glory, all year long.

Our ground-breaking Lawn Treatment Programmes feature four fantastic NutraGreen 
Treatments, plus an application of our newly improved Oasis Water Conserver. Our unique 
Standard and Ultimate Programmes include even more benefits to ensure your lawn remains 
weed-free, luscious, and of course, beautifully green!

Let ’s create the lawn we both love
Start your Lawn Care journey today: 
Call: 01908 850545
Email: miltonkeynes@greenthumb.co.uk 
Visit: greenthumb.co.uk

FROM JUST

PER TREATMENT

* Based on a lawn size 
up to 40m2

£15* 

START YOUR LAWN CARE JOURNEY
Get an instant free quote at greenthumb.co.uk/measure or just call us to arrange a 
free, no obligation survey appointment

Your local lawn expert will contact you to analyse your lawn and discuss 
recommendations

Admire your beautiful lawn as it shines proudly as the centrepiece of your garden
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Paul Eveling 
 Domestic Electrical Services 

 
All types of domestic electrical 

Work carried out.  
No call out charges 

Free Quotations 
Friendly Local Electrician 

Part P Approved  
 

Additional Sockets / Lights, Exterior / Security 
Lighting, 

Fault Rectification, Electric Showers, Fuse 
Box Upgrades 

. 

88 Westbrook End 
Newton Longville  

Tel Home: 01908 649143 
Mob: 07541025351 

e-mail paul@evelingelectrical.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:p.eveling@talktalk.net


DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES AND WANTED ADS 
  
 
BABYSITTING & ODD JOBS! 
 
 

Emily Hunter: 07716 486990 
emilyvictoria10@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

 
 
COMPUTER SERVICES 
 
 

Comput@mation 
Computer support and after-sales services. 
John Wallace,  
Mob: 07968 536068 
Tel: 01525 261381 
Fax: 0871 528 4646 
john@computamation.co.uk 

 
 
GARDEN SERVICES 
 
 

Softscape Horticulture 
Garden Consultancy and Maintenance. Border work, 
mowing, planting & advice. Based in Steeple Claydon. 
Call Jon on 01296 738353 or 07950 341399 
 

 

 
TUITION 
 
 

121 Tuition in Maths, Science & English 
Maths, Science/Physics: 
KS1-4, Also 11+. Qualified 121 tutor with CRB. 
Roger Crews 07946 568153 rcrews@btinternet.com 

 
 
PICTURE FRAMING 
 
 

Country Frame 
Est 1984, quality framing in Stewkley. Mount cutting, 
needlework stretching.   
Call Paul Body 01525 240163 or 07771 508805  
10 Fishweir (off Chapel Square), Stewkley LU7 0HB 
Please call before visiting 
www.countryframe.co.uk 

 
 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
 

A TOUCH OF PAINT 
Michael is Back Working in the Village! 
Your ex-Drayton postie is back to painting and 
decorating.  
Contact me for your painting jobs. All painting jobs 
considered – Big or small.  
PERFECTION IS ALWAYS GUARANTEED 
Give me a call for your free quote. Michael Vincent 
Mob: 07715 276046 
Tel: 01908 415349 
atouchofpaint@btinternet.com 

 

 
 
TREE SURGERY 
 
 

All aspects of tree and hedge work undertaken. Fully 
insured and village based.  
Contact Graham on 07946 382588. 
 

TO RECEIVE VILLAGE NEWS  
BY E-MAIL IN COLOUR  CONTACT SALLY   

dpvillagenews@outlook.com 
 to be added to the list. 

You will still receive the hard copy as well, but the e-
mail version is available around a week before the 

printed copy. 
 

Advertising rates: 
Classified listing £30 per year 

Boxed advert £60 per year (6 issues) 
One-off boxed ads £12 

 

For Sale/Wanted items: 
£2 DP residents, £4 Non-residents 

 

Please contact Sally on dpvillagenews@outlook.com 
 

We are very grateful for the support of our advertisers 
and information about village events. However, this 

does not imply endorsement by the Editors. 
 

 

DP Go Green 
 

Free bagged horse manure (fresh) always available in 
Drayton Parslow. Text 07895 070207 to arrange collection. 

 

Have you got anything going spare that other villagers might 
have a use for? e.g. top soil, turf, paint, carpet 

Contact us at dpvillagenews@outlook.com 
(no charge from us if no charge from you) 

mailto:emilyvictoria10@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:john@computamation.co.uk
mailto:rcrews@btinternet.com
http://www.countryframe.co.uk/
mailto:atouchofpaint@btinternet.com
mailto:dpvillagenews@outlook.com
mailto:dpvillagenews@outlook.com
mailto:dpvillagenews@outlook.com
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjT8sSR95DVAhVrD8AKHSAZCywQjRwIBw&url=http://minsk.all.biz/obrashchenie-s-othodami-proizvodstva-s32787&psig=AFQjCNGjod1Gl70XZnJoW6eg5JvNplCAMg&ust=1500401879791547
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjT8sSR95DVAhVrD8AKHSAZCywQjRwIBw&url=http://minsk.all.biz/obrashchenie-s-othodami-proizvodstva-s32787&psig=AFQjCNGjod1Gl70XZnJoW6eg5JvNplCAMg&ust=1500401879791547


Kenneth John McDonald ‘Mac’ 

It was with great sadness that we had to announce that Mac 

had passed away on Friday 16th April after a long illness borne 

with his usual unruffled manner and with great dignity. 

Having lived here for many years, a familiar figure in the vil-

lage he will be greatly missed. 

Mac’s relationship with Drayton Parslow began when he 

moved from Liverpool to work for the London Brick Company 

and lived in the then Drayton Parslow Hostel. He met and mar-

ried Judith and in the 1960’s they both worked at Cigarette 

Components in Bletchley, then in the 70’s & 80’s he returned to 

the London Brick Company and worked in the wages depart-

ment. In the 1990’s he worked for Abbey National until he re-

tired in 1998. 

Mac loved all sport especially his beloved Liverpool FC who he 

had supported since the 1940’s. A keen cricketer he played for 

the Drayton Parslow team and was a member of the 1977 Cor-

onation Cup winning team. Darts were another great favourite 

at which he won many medals and travelled far and wide to 

play. 

He was a very active part of the fundraising team raising money for the construction of the Sports and Social 

club, providing a valuable asset to the village. 

Sadly in 2013 under the care of Prof Wells at the Brompton Hospital in London, he was given the news that he 

had an incurable lung condition. This didn’t change Mac’s enthusiasm for life and he carried on as normal, still 

looking after the Chapel and continuing to be Treasurer which had done since 2001. In 2019 he was transferred 

from the care of the Brompton to Milton Keynes Hospital, where he was looked after until he required surgery 

that was carried out at Harefield Hospital. 

As the country went into lockdown he and Judith were under ‘house arrest’ 

this meant that sadly as Mac’s health deteriorated he was unable to have 

visitors. Everyone rallied round, food parcels appeared and people waved 

through the window! This became an important part of his day, cheering him 

up immensely when he could see people around the village from the confines 

of his bed. He was aware of the kindness shown by so many people which 

gave both him and Judith much comfort. 

The Hospice at Home team from Florence Nightingale Hospice stepped in to 

keep Mac comfortable in his final days, enabling him to stay at home which 

was his wish. 

We are grateful to have had the privilege of having Mac in our lives and send our thanks for all the support the 

family have received. 

Judith & Family. 



Return of the geese... 

In the August/September 2020 edition we shared pictures of a family group of two Greylag geese and their six goslings 

on the fishing pond near Manor Farm. We know lockdown is nearly over but once again the geese have decided to call 

us home! 

Last year they were carefully escorted by Nigel & Linda from Mac & Judith’s front garden on Main Road and along The 

Pightle to the fishing lake. This year they been out visiting residents again. Two pairs of geese and their babies were 

spotted in Bates Gardens and helped on their journey to the fishing lake once again, this time Sue Skeggs and her 

neighbour Tom. Thanks to a number of residents who saw them and sent us snaps for all to see. 

And return of the wildflowers… 
Thanks to the VPA’s hard work the ground 

has been prepared and the wildflower seeds 

have again been scattered.  

 

When preparing the ground the team could 

already see signs of the shoots from the 

seeds from last 

year peeping 

through. 

  

Here’s hoping 

for a spectacular 

display like last 

year! 

 

It really bright-

ens the north 

entrance to the 

village and of 

course is great 

for the bees and 

other insects 

too. 
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